


Prez Sez...
 
   Well, here we are starting the fall contest season
already. Are your antennas ready to go yet? Well, you
had better get going or you will  miss out on all the
fun. 
   There is a lot of satellite activity going on right
now. China has launched 10 new CubeSats and India
has launched 8 new ones,  so there is  a  lot  of  new
activity  on  the  satellites.  There  are  more  to  come
soon.  You can check AMSAT-US for all the details. I
have been hearing a few of the satellites on their 2m
downlink.
  The Cleveland Hamfest has come and gone and it
was  very well  attended by the  West  Park  Radiops
people. It  turned out to be a good hamfest in more
ways than one. We were there in the fleamarket, and
so were Frank and Axel.
   The bands are in pretty good shape this week so get
on the air if you can.

Today  SFI=124, A= 3 K=1 SN=78 

There has been some DX on 17m and 20m.

I hope to see you all at  the next meeting.

73 Bill N8WS

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers
have  helped  LCAC  volunteers  sort  and  deliver
articles to the needy. As an ARRL Special Service
Club, our members assist this activity every year.
Our  next  opportunity to  help LCAC will  be on
Saturday November 21, 2015.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only operating
on 2m on 147.36+. Many interesting discussions
are being summarized in our almost  weekly net
reports. However, you must have a clear shot at
the  repeater's  receiving  antenna  to  use  an  HT.
Please consider your 2m antenna systems and how
they perform for the net.

2015 MEETING PROGRAMS...
  The  following topics  are  still  on  the  list  for
programs:  shack  videos,  Fox  Hunt  how-to's,
comparing  different  Web  browsers,  operating
Echolink and/or IRLP, or one of the old standbys
such  as  Smith  Chart  or  Transmission  Line
Analysis.
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NEWS...
          (from  ARRL news   ) (greatly abridged)
10/13/2015
     The ARRL has asked the FCC to make clear that Amateur Radio licensees may modify non-amateur equipment for 
use on Amateur Radio frequencies. post-sale modification of  Wi-Fi equipment, now sometimes altered for use on 
Amateur Radio frequencies. The ARRL made its point in comments filed on October 8 on a Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making (NPRM) in ET Docket 15-170 and RM-11673.  ...
Equipment Authorization
  The League also has called on the Commission not to combine the Declaration of Conformity (DoC) and Verification 
equipment authorization procedures into a single, self-approval program. The League said the proposal could lead to 
abuse by unscrupulous importers and manufacturers of unintentional emitters. Under the proposed rules, the FCC would
do away with its DoC authorization program by combining it with equipment Verification to form a so-called “Suppliers
Declaration of Conformity” category of equipment authorization. Testing in an accredited laboratory would not be 
required, nor would database registration or third-party review. The ARRL expressed concerns that the new regime 
would encourage and facilitate the introduction into the US of “non-compliant unintentional emitters” and offer no 
oversight. ...
Improved Labeling for Part 15 and Part 18 Devices
   The ARRL also said there is “an urgent need” for improved labeling requirements for certain Part 15 and Part 18 
devices. “...  that are neither intended nor designed for use in residential environments, but because there is no external 
labeling…the end user consumer is left without guidance...”   In July, the ARRL complained to the FCC about the 
marketing practices of various “big box” retailers, where non-consumer-rated lighting ballasts have been mixed in with 
consumer ballasts and other consumer products on display with no explanatory signage. Ballasts intended for industrial 
applications have higher permitted conducted emission limits in the Amateur Radio HF spectrum. The League called on 
the FCC to ...provide a way to differentiate consumer devices from those intended for industrial or commercial 
environments. The League also said the FCC should consider reducing its Part 15 limits for lighting devices to 
correspond with the Part 18 lighting device limits between 3 and 30 MHz to reduce the RFI potential of LED bulbs now
being widely marketed, “before they become an aggregate problem.” LED lamps operate under Part 15 rules. ...



FOX-1A LAUNCHED...
                     ( from ARRL News 10/09/2015)
  In what might have been record speed, AMSAT’s new
Fox-1A satellite  received its  OSCAR designation on
the day of its launch, and its FM transponder has been
activated temporarily until 0000 UTC on October 10.
AMSAT OSCAR Number  Administrator  Bill  Tynan,
W3XO,  early  today  announced  that  Fox-1A  is  now
AO-85,  and  the  CubeSat  has  been  dedicated  to  the
individual who was at the helm of AMSAT’s CubeSat
projects until his death last year. The satellite launched
on  October  8  at  1249  UTC.  Fox-1A was  briefly  in
transponder mode early on October 9 (UTC).
   “I have been informed of the successful launch today,
October  8,  2015,  of  the  AMSAT-NA-built  Fox-1A
CubeSat. I am also informed that the satellite has been
heard by several amateurs in various countries,” Tynan
said in a news release. “This successful launch comes
after years of diligent and dedicated work on the part of
AMSAT-NA  volunteers  including  Tony  Monteiro,
AA2TX, who became a Silent Key in March 2014. It
was Tony who spearheaded and guided the work on all
AMSAT-NA  CubeSats  until  his  untimely  passing.
Thus, it is only fitting that this spacecraft be dedicated
to his memory.”
    As Tynan noted, Jerry Buxton, N0JY,  took over
Monteiro’s  post  of  AMSAT-NA  Vice  President  for
Engineering  and  successfully  completed  the  project
through its preparation for launch.
  “All  of  those  who  had  a  part  in  designing,
constructing  and  testing  Fox-1A  and  its  various
subsystems are to be congratulated for jobs well done,”
Tynan said. “Since Fox-1A was properly coordinated
through IARU as an Amateur Radio
satellite, has been successfully launched and its signals
have been received; I, under the authority vested in me
by the AMSAT-NA President, do hereby issue to Fox-
1A the designation AMSAT-OSCAR-85, or AO-85.”
  Telemetry and a distinctive voice ID from the new
CubeSat  have  been  heard  around  the  world.  Fox-
1A/AO-85 telemetry reports  — raw and decoded —
now  are  available  on  the  AMSAT  website.  The
FoxTelem  software  is  available  via  the  AMSAT
website. Those attempting to copy AO-85 telemetry are
advised to use a “data out” source rather than “speaker”
audio, since the low-rate telemetry is subaudible.
  “This was a great day for AMSAT, and for satellite
operators  around  the  world,”  Patrick  Stoddard,

WD9EWK/VA7EWK,  posted  to  the  AMSAT-BB.
“Almost 6 years to the day the AMSAT Fox project
was unveiled at the 2009 AMSAT Space Symposium in
Baltimore, we now have the first of a series of Fox-1
satellites in orbit.  Some have even been able to talk
through the satellite, with many more hearing the voice
announcements and copying telemetry. Congratulations
to all who have had a hand in building and launching
Fox-1A  today,  and  thanks  to  everyone  who  has
supported the Fox project over the past 6 years!”
  AMSAT has produced a free, commemorative issue of
the AMSAT Journal that highlights the Fox-1A launch
success. AMSAT also has posted a news report on the
launch.

CHINESE SATELLITES TOO...
           ( from ARRL News 9/20/15 )
  After  being postponed several  times,  nine Chinese
satellites  carrying  Amateur  Radio  payloads  were
launched on  September  19  at  2300 UTC, separating
from the Long March launch vehicle about 15 minutes
later.
   China Amateur Satellite Group CAMSAT CEO Alan
Kung, BA1DU, has said that four of the microsatellites
and two of the CubeSats included in the launch have
been designated as XW-2A through XW-2F. The other
three  satellites  —  a  CubeSat,  a  nanosatellite,  and  a
picosatellite — carry the designations CAS-3G, CAS-
3H  (LilacSat-2),  and  CAS-3I  (NUDT-Phone-Sat),
respectively. All of the new satellites have downlinks
on 2 meters and uplinks on 70 centimeters.  Satellite
enthusiasts  have been enjoying the sudden surfeit  of
spacecraft to work.
  Information  on  all  of  the  just-launched CAMSAT
satellites  is  available  on  the  ARRL  website.  XW2
predictions are available on the AMSAT website.
      ( from ARRL News 9/29/15 )
  Quick on the heels of the September 19 launch of nine
satellites carrying Amateur Radio payloads comes word
that three more satellites were launched on September
25 from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Inner
Mongolia’s Gobi  Desert.  The CubeSats,  identified as
Tianwang-1A (TW-1A; SECM-1), Tianwang-1B (TW-
1B; NJUST-2), and Tianwang-1C (TW-1C; NJFA-1),
were developed by students at the Nanjing University
of Aeronautics and Astronautics in collaboration with
the  Shanghai  Engineering Center  for  Microsatellites.
TW-1A and TW-1B are 2 U CubeSats, while TW-1C is
a 3U CubeSat.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Start Date End Date Call DXCC Entity
2015 Sep13,2015 Oct15,V31DL,Belize
2015 Sep13,2015 Oct18,5H3MB,Tanzania
2015 Sep19,2015 Oct31,TX7A,French Polynesia
2015 Sep24,2015 Oct14,T2GC,Tuvalu
2015 Sep27,2015 Oct29,E51MQT,North Cook Is.
2015 Sep29,2015 Oct13,E51MKW,North Cook Is.
2015 Sep30,2015 Oct16,NH0,Mariana Is.
2015 Oct02,2015 Oct12,TX3X,Chesterfield Is.
2015 Oct02,2015 Oct14,SV5,Dodecanese
2015 Oct03,2015 Oct18,S79SP,Seychelles
2015 Oct05,2015 Oct20,3B8,Mauritius,
2015 Oct06,2015 Nov06,V47JA,St. Kitts & Nevis.
2015 Oct07,2015 Oct18,J6,St. Lucia
2015 Oct07,2015 Oct12,JW,Svalbard
2015 Oct09,2015 Oct17,P4,Aruba
2015 Oct09,2015 Oct23,KG4,Guantanamo Bay
2015 Oct10,2015 Oct19,5X2A,Uganda
2015 Oct11,2015 Oct30,TA3,Turkey
2015 Oct13,2015 Oct28,V73D,Marshall Is.
2015 Oct14,2015 Oct24,D4D,Cape,Verde Is.
2015 Oct15,2015 Nov15,TT8AMO,Chad
2015 Oct16,2015 Oct22,E30FB,Eritrea
2015 Oct16,2015 Oct28,XX9,Macao
2015 Oct16,2015 Oct23,3W2HCM,Vietnam
2015 Oct17,2015 Oct27,PY0F,Fernando de Noronha
2015 Oct17,2015 Oct27,5J0B,San,Andres & Providencia
2015 Oct17,2015 Oct24,A35KL,Tonga
2015 Oct18,2015 Nov10,V63AH,Micronesia
2015 Oct19,2015 Oct27,PJ2,Curacao
2015 Oct19,2015 Oct28,FY,French,Guiana
2015 Oct20,2015 Oct27,ZL7,Chatham Is.
2015 Oct21,2015 Oct28,T42US,Cuba
2015 Oct25,2015 Oct29,V6AAA,Micronesia
2015 Oct26,2015 Oct31,3B7FA,Agalega &  St. Brandon
2015 Oct26,2015 Oct31,HI7,Dominican Republic
2015 Oct27,2015 Oct29,A52CVX,Bhutan
2015 Oct27,2015 Nov03,T32DX,East Kiribati
2015 Oct28,2015 Nov05,PY0NY,Fernando de Noronha
2015 Oct30,2015 Nov05,T88,Palau
2015 Oct31,2015 Nov10,3W3MD,Vietnam 
2015 Nov01,2015 Dec12,5R8IC,Madagascar 
2015 Nov02,2015 Nov07,PJ4,Bonaire 
2015 Nov02,2015 Nov16,YJ0BJ,Vanuatu 
2015 Nov03,2015 Nov10,P4,Aruba 
2015 Nov04,2015 Nov18,5Z4HW,Kenya 
2015 Nov04,2015 Nov11,3W,Vietnam 
2015 Nov07,2015 Nov14,J68KF,St. Lucia 

2015 Nov09,2015 Nov18,VP2,Anguilla
2015 Nov09,2015 Nov15,E51KIK,South Cook Is.
2015 Nov10,2015 Nov18,PJ4,Bonaire
2015 Nov12,2015 Nov23,3C7GIA,Equatorial Guinea
2015 Nov13,2015 Nov16,9H3YY,Malta
2015 Nov14,2015 Nov23,VK9WA,Willis Is.
2015 Nov15,2015 Nov23,S79C,Seychelles
2015 Nov18,2015 Dec02,9X0NH,Rwanda
2015 Nov23,2015 Dec05,XV2D,Vietnam
2015 Nov24,2015 Dec02,CE0Y,Easter Is.
2015 Nov24,2015 Dec03,T2TT,Tuvalu
2015 Dec03,2015 Dec10,3D2RJ,Fiji
2015 Dec03,2015 Dec10,E51XGI,South Cook Is.
2015 Dec05,2015 Dec12,8P9EZ,Barbados
2015 Dec06,2016 Jan06,3D2AG/p,Rotuma
2015 Dec12,2015 Dec17,FJ,St. Barthelemy
2015 Dec22,2015 Dec29,T88RY,Palau
2015 Dec27,2016 Jan13,YJ4AO,Vanuatu
2016 Jan02,2016 Jan10,YJ0AFU,Vanuatu
2016 Jan05,2016 Jan31,6W7SK,Senegal
2016 Jan06,2016 Jan14,V25GB,Antigua
2016 Jan07,2016 Jan14,T88,Palau
2016 Jan11,2016 Jan26,K5P,Palmyra Is.
2016 Jan15,2016 Feb15,P5,North Korea
2016 Jan15,2016 Feb16,VP8SGI,South Georgia Is.
2016 Jan17,2016 Jan27,VP8STI,South Sandwich Is.
2016 Feb01,2016 Feb27,3XY1T,Guinea
2016 Feb02,2016 Feb10,FS,St. Martin
2016 Mar01,2016 Mar16,T32,East,Kiribati
2016 Mar01,2016 Mar31,E44Y,Palestine
2016 Mar11,2016 Apr07,CT9,Madeira
2016 Mar14,2016 Mar26,VK9C,Cocos,Keeling
2016 Mar20,2016 Apr10,VK0EK,Heard Is.
2016 Mar31,2016 Apr14,FT4JA,Juan de Nova & Europa
2016 Jun17,2016 Jun29,FJ,St. Barthelemy
2016 Aug19,2016 Aug28,CY9C,St. Paul
 

BASIC BALUNS...
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HURRICANE NET...
                    (from ARRL News  10/07/2015)
   On behalf of the League, ARRL President Kay Craigie,
N3KN,  has  congratulated  the  Hurricane  Watch  Net
(HWN) on the 50th anniversary of its founding by Jerry
Murphy, K8YUW.
  “Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Net’s  dedicated  and
knowledgeable  volunteers  across  5  decades,  Amateur
Radio has played a key role in helping protect the lives of
a great many people in harm’s way,” President Craigie
told HWN Manager Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, this week
in an e-mail.  “The Net demonstrates how significantly
Amateur  Radio  contributes  to  emergency  preparedness
and promotes international goodwill. Please relay to the
Net’s members my appreciation and respect  for  a  half
century  of  outstanding  service.  Best  wishes  for  many
more  years  of  successful  operation  of  the  Hurricane
Watch Net.”
     Graves replied, “It is an honor and pleasure to be a
part of such a great group of ham radio operators with a
rich history.  I will  certainly share your letter  with our
membership  and,  more  importantly,  with  our  founder
Jerry Murphy, K8YUW.” Murphy founded the HWN in
1965 during Hurricane Betsy as “an informal group of
radio  amateurs  who  recognized  a  need  to  provide
communications to and from hurricane affected areas.”
The  net  now  enjoys  a  formal  relationship  with  the
National  Hurricane  Center  and  its  WX4NHC amateur
station.
   The HWN stood down on October 4 after activating
more than once  for  Hurricane Joaquin,  at  one point  a
dangerous  Category  4  storm.  Graves  called  the
activations, “very successful in that we had many more
reporting  stations  and  lots  of  data  to  forward  to  the
National  Hurricane  Center  in  Miami.”  The  HWN had
reactivated as Joaquin posed a threat to Bermuda after
battering  the  Bahamas  with  high  winds  and  heavy
rainfall. “Joaquin passed just to the west [of Bermuda] as
a  Category  2  hurricane,  sparing  everyone  from  the
extremely  damaging  winds,”  Graves  noted  over  the
weekend after the net had shut down for the last time.
“For the most part, in addition to lots of heavy rain, on-
and-off  power  outages  were  reported  throughout  the
day.”
   The HWN suspended its initial activation for Hurricane
Joaquin on October 2,  after  3  days of  near-continuous
operation, only to reactivate on October 3. Although the

storm did not make landfall on the East Coast of the
US, it caused torrential rainfall and severe flooding in
the Carolinas, and has been blamed for more than a
dozen deaths.
   The HWN activates on 14.325 MHz whenever a
hurricane is within 300 miles of projected landfall or
becomes a serious threat to a populated area.
   [Information for  the reader:   West Park Radiops
Amateur Radio Club is honored to have Jerry Murphy,
K8YUW, as a long-time senior member of the club
after  Jerry  relocated  to  northeast  Ohio  during  the
1970's.  In  recent  years  Jerry  has  been  absent  from
meetings  but  our  old-timers  still  remember  his
contributions to local club activities. – de AF8C]

HISTORICAL NOTES ON 
ELECTRICITY...
                 ( from Wikipedia[TM] )
  Long before any knowledge of electricity existed people
were  aware  of  shocks  from  electric  fish.  Ancient
Egyptian texts dating from 2750 BC referred to these fish
as the "Thunderer of the Nile", and described them as the
"protectors"  of  all  other  fish.  Electric  fish  were  again
reported millennia  later  by ancient  Greek,  Roman and
Arabic  naturalists  and  physicians.  Several  ancient
writers, such as Pliny the Elder and Scribonius Largus,
attested to the numbing effect of electric shocks delivered
by catfish and torpedo rays, and knew that such shocks
could  travel  along  conducting  objects.  Possibly  the
earliest  and  nearest  approach  to  the  discovery  of  the
identity  of  lightning,  and  electricity  from  any  other
source, is to be attributed to the Arabs, who before the
15th century had the Arabic word for lightning (raad)
applied to the electric ray. 
   Ancient cultures around the Mediterranean knew that
certain objects, such as rods of amber, could be rubbed
with cat's fur to attract light objects like feathers. Thales
of  Miletus  made  a  series  of  observations  on  static
electricity around 600 BC, from which he believed that
friction rendered amber magnetic, in contrast to minerals
such as magnetite, which needed no rubbing. Thales was
incorrect  in  believing  the  attraction  was  due  to  a
magnetic  effect,  but  later  science  would  prove  a  link
between  magnetism  and  electricity.  According  to  a
controversial  theory,  the  Parthians  may  have  had
knowledge of electroplating, based on the 1936 discovery
of the Baghdad Battery, which resembles a galvanic cell,
though it is uncertain whether the artifact was electrical
in nature.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


