


Prez Sez...

  Well gang, summer is officially over. Better get 
started on those antenna projects so that you can 
finish up by January before the winter operating 
season begins. We did have some good summer 
activities though. Between All-Scouts, Field Day 
and the club picnic, we had some good times. It 
won’t  really  be  too  long  before  it  all  happens 
again.
   In the meantime, we are just starting the fall 
contest  season.  All  the  big  ones  are  coming 
between now and December and,   the bands get 
much quieter during the fall and winter months so
there  should  be  an  increase  in  DX 
communications.

    That’s it from here so, see you at the meetings.

Al, N8CX
Your President

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…  
   The Lakewood Charitable Assistance 
Corporation (LCAC) will have their next 
charity food delivery events on the Saturdays 
before Thanksgiving and Christmas.  As an 
ARRL Special Service Club, our members 
assist this activity every year.  More members 
helping would be welcome.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, on 28450 kHz +/- and 
147.36+,   many interesting discussions have 
been  summarized  in  our  almost  weekly  net 
reports. 

END OF DST...
   Set your clocks back one hour before you get 
up in the morning on November 4, or at least 
right after you get up. Hi.  
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FCC REPORTS TO CONGRESS... 
08/23/2012
    On August 20 -- in response to a Spring 2012 Congressional directive -- the Federal
Communications Commission released its findings on the Uses and Capabilities of Amateur
Radio Service Communications in Emergencies and Disaster Relief: Report to Congress
Pursuant to Section 6414 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012.
  This report contains the FCC’s “ review of the importance of emergency Amateur Radio
Service communications relating to disasters, severe weather and other threats to lives and property 
in the United States; and recommendations for enhancements in the voluntary deployment of 
Amateur Radio operators in disaster and emergency communications and disaster relief efforts; and 
recommendations for improved integration of Amateur Radio operators in the planning and 
furtherance of initiatives of the federal government.” It also required “that the study identify 
impediments to enhanced Amateur Radio Service communications and provide recommendations 
regarding the removal of such impediments.” 
   While the FCC did hold Amateur Radio in a positive light in its discussion of emergency
Amateur Radio Service communications, the FCC report was not as favorable in the portion
of the study that addressed impediments to enhanced Amateur Radio Service communications.
In the comments provided to the FCC as they prepared the study, the ARRL -- as well as
numerous individuals -- cited the proliferation of specific land-use restrictions, such as deed 
restrictions and homeowners associations covenants, that prohibit the erection of even modest 
Amateur Radio antennas. The FCC  decision [was that] “…our review of the record does not 
indicate that amateur operators are unable to find homes that are not subject to such restrictions. 
Therefore, at this time, we do not see a compelling reason for the Commission to revisit its 
previous determinations that preemption should not be expanded to CC&Rs.”



DISASTER PLANNING MANUAL...
    A new manual has a huge amount of helpful 
information available on any of hundreds of cases 
of  emergency  situations  ranging  from  low  to 
extremely high emergency. You could obtain one 
of these books   and keep   it on   hand. At the URL 
 <  www.itsadisaster.net > you can learn how to 
obtain the book entitled “IT'S A DISASTER … and 
what  are  YOU gonna do  about  it?”   The  book 
covers everything from poison ivy, flooding and up 
to  nuclear  power  plant  failures  and  volcanoes. 
Some useful links include even the ARRL's web 
site, along with www.ema.ohio.gov , and leads on 
hundreds web sites for assistance from government 
agencies, the Red Cross, and on and on.  The book 
does  NOT  contain  links  for  your  local  city 
government agencies but there's pages in the book 
where you can write in that kind of information.

SOLAR CYCLES DIMMING?...
              (from Internet news)
   Many of us have noticed that Sunspot Cycle 24 
just wasn't as useful for helping DX as we would 
have liked.  And, we have heard that the current 
cycle hasn't reached its peak yet. 
    New  scientific  studies  have  some  experts 
starting to believe that in fact the sun may be going 
into  a  multiple-cycle  hiatus.   New studies  were 
announced June 14 at the annual  meeting of the 
solar  physics  division  of  the  American 
Astronomical  Society  at  New  Mexico  State 
University in Las Cruces.  Three separate studies 
have data indicating that  the sun could be going 
into  a  more  dormant  period.   The  next  sunspot 
cycle may even be greatly reduced.
  There's  a  missing “jet  stream”  inside the sun, 
sunspot counts are fading, and the solar corona is 
changing.
  The astronomers  examined an  east-west  zonal 
wind  flow  inside  the  sun,  called  torsional 
oscillation. The latitude of this jet stream matches 
he new sunspot formation in each cycle. Scientists 
think that the zonal flow for Cycle 25 should be 
detectable, but it hasn't been seen in the data.

 Scientists  have  studied  the  sun's  corona  and 
observed a slowdown of the magnetic activity over 
a period of  40  years.  New solar  activity usually 
starts at a latitude of 70 degrees at the start of the 
solar  cycle,  then moves toward the equator.  The 
new  magnetic  field  simultaneously  pushes 
remnants  of  the  past  cycle  as  far  as  85  degrees 
toward the poles.  However Cycle 23 is  showing 
different behavior.
  But  Cycle  24  seems  to  have  started  late  and 
remain weaker,   and is  not  pushing remnants  of 
Cycle 23 toward the poles as strongly.  If remnants 
of Cycle 23 do not disappear from the polar regions 
of the sun,  the implications are far ranging. Effects 
on space exploration and on the earth's climate are 
possible scenarios.

DXCC DESK APPROVALS...
  ARRL DXCC Desk Approves 11 Operations for 
DXCC Credit

September 19:  the ARRL DXCC Desk approved 
the following 2012 operations for  DXCC credit: 
3B8/IW5ELA  (Mauritius);  E40VB  (Palestine); 
JY8VB (Jordan); 9A8VB (Croatia); E7/UA4WHX 
(Bosnia-Herzegovina);  4O7VB  (Montenegro); 
Z38VB  (Macedonia);  ZA/UA4WHX  (Albania); 
YU9VB (Serbia); EY8/UA4WHX (Tajikistan), and 
UN/UA4WHX (Kazakhstan).

August 30:
   [The DXCC desk has also  recently approved 
XU1A of 1998 fame.]
 After  reviewing  new  information  and 
documentation,  the  ARRL  DXCC  Desk  has 
concluded  that  the  1998  XU1A  DXpedition  to 
Cambodia will  be valid for DXCC credit.  If  you 
have had QSLs rejected for this operation, please 
send a request via e-mail to be placed on the list for 
update. If you remember the submission in which 
you included the QSL, please note this in your e-
mail, as it will expedite the search for the rejected 
QSO.
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CURIOSITY'S CODE...
           (found on QRZ.COM)
  Mars  Science  Laboratory,  Curiosity  Rover  vehicle 
tires have tread patterns that imprint the acronym JPL 
in Morse Code in the dusty soil of the Mars surface. 
The  wheel  tread  pattern  is  made  by  square  and 
rectangular holes in the wheels. When in motion riding 
around the sandy Gale Crater, this pattern is viewed by 
the driver using some of  the 17 cameras aboard this 
interplanetary SUV. It takes about14 minutes for radio 
waves to travel from the red planet to earth, through the 
Mars Odyssey orbiter relay satellite using UHF. Since 
there  is  a  more  than  a  30  minute  round  trip  delay 
between  the  driving  commands  and  finding  out  the 
result of the measured moves, there is a need for the 
earth-bound drivers to maintain visual orientation and 
checks of  distance traveled...  this  can  be  gauged by 
incremental count of the tread pattern repeats. Curiosity 
has 6 of these morse-coded wheels, and uses a rocker-
bogie suspension, enabling it to climb obstacles. Who 
knows how many years these tread patterns will last on 
Mars?  Perhaps  when  future  Martian  archaeologists 
study these strange fossil tread patterns a few hundred 
years from now, they will try to find someone studied 
in ancient radio lore to decode the meaning. 
  <  http://youtu.be/G019Jci0abs  >

– Bonnie KQ6XA

WHY NO CHANNEL 1...
                 (from Wikipedia)
    From 1945 to 1948 TV stations in the U.S. shared 
Channel  1 and other channels with fixed and mobile 
services. The FCC decided in 1948 that a primary (non-
shared)  allocation  of  the  VHF  radio  spectrum  was 
needed for  television  broadcasting.  Except  for  select 
VHF  frequencies  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii  (and  some 
overseas territories)  the FCC-administered VHF band 
is primarily allocated for television broadcasting to this 
day. The FCC in May 1948 formally changed the rules 
on  TV  band  allocations  based  on  propagation 
knowledge  gained  during  the  era  of  shared-user 
allocations. The 44-50 MHz band used by Channel 1 
was  replaced  by  lower-power  narrowband  users. 
Channel 1 was reassigned to fixed and mobile services 
(44-50 MHz) in order to end their former shared use of 
other VHF TV frequencies. Rather than renumber the 
TV channel  table,  it  was  decided to  merely  remove 
Channel 1 from the table.

HAM RADIO DELUXE...
          (found on QRZ.COM)
Update: HRD 6.0 in beta with Continuing Development 
HRD Software, LLC Tampa, FL Sept. 25, 2012

  HRD Software, LLC wants to update the status of 
Ham Radio Deluxe version 6.0 for the ham community.
 Ham  Radio  Deluxe  6  is  now  in  beta  test  as 
development continues. The beta team continues their 
fine job of testing the code before release.
   In  addition to  QA and beta testing,  Chris  Peters, 
N4KIT and Ferry Holsderver, PD9FER have joined the 
support team. Having Chris in the U.S.A. and Ferry in 
Europe allows HRD software to expand its email and 
ticket support hours.
     In addition, HRD and QRZ have been working on 
speeding  up  callsign  lookups.  This  increase  will  be 
seen  in  HRD 5.24.36  and  even  faster  lookups  with 
release 6.0. The 6.0 features will  include, but are not 
limited to:  

• New awards  reporting for  DXCC,  WAS and 
other major awards.

• Improved “Worked Status” icons for spots to 
show if needed on band/mode or all time new 
one.

• Support for AR, CC and Spider Packet clusters.
• QSX on split spot
• Better Cluster filtering
• Worked Status Icons in the DX cluster spots.
• Enhanced  callsign  lookups  in  Logbook  and 

DM-780.
• FSK for RTTY
• Supersweeper,  CW,  RTTY  and  PSK  for 

decoding multiple signals

WINDFARM TURBINE QRN?...

    [I can't  decide if  this is true, a unique case or a 
portent of arguments to come.  – de AF8C .]

  <  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqoknuhlfEw >
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