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WEST  PARK  EVENTS *
Oct.  5   -  FIRST FRIDAY BUSINESS/ FIXIT NIGHT
   Bring your questions or answers to the radio problems of the day/week/month. 
Oct.  19 -   Program Night -  PL259 SPEED/QUALITY CHALLENGE
   Tonight we accept challenges:  who has the best and fastest PL259 attachment
method?  You must put your soldering iron where your mouth is, however. Show us.
Bring your own tools and parts to compete.

Nov. 2     -  FIRST FRIDAY BUSINESS/ FIXIT NIGHT
   Bring your questions or answers to the radio problems of the day/week/month.
This is also NOMINATIONS NIGHT.  
Nov. 16   -  Program Night -   HDTV AND THE AIRWAVES
   Tonight's Program, although a repetition in name of an older topic we have
discussed before, will bring everyone up to date in what is happening and is going to
happen in the name of bringing digital TV into the viewer's home.  Don, W8IDM, will
have all the scoop. 
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SOAPBOX
    
It is still not the bottom of the
sunspot cycle (see inside) but club
interest may also be building on
how to work 6 meters, just in
general, and on whatever
antennas may be available.
Perhaps we can get something
going on that band.
    

      FOUNDED 1947
Web:     http://www.westparkradiops.org
Email:     w8vm-<at>-arrl.net  

CONTESTS AND EVENTS
                   - de WA7BMN Calendar

Oct 6 TARA PSK Rumble 
Oct 13-14 PA QSO PARTY
Oct 13 FIRELANDS SCOUT EVENT
Oct 21 Run for the Bacon QRP
Oct 27-28 CQ WW DX TEST,  SSB
Nov 3-5 ARRL SWEEPSTAKES,  CW
Nov 6 VOTE
Nov 17 LAKEWOOD FOOD DRIVE
Nov 17-19 ARRL SWEEPSTAKES, SSB
Nov 18 Run for the Bacon QRP
Nov 24-25 CQ WW DX TEST, CW This document was created using Open 

Office 2.2, and a  PDF creator.  Usage of 
Microsoft products was limited to as little 
as possible.



 Prez Says
Hi all,
   Well, as I have said, you know its fall when you come
to a meeting and hear the high school band playing at the
football game. How quickly summer went. Again, it's
time to make certain our antennas are in good shape for
the winter, hopefully, not a long or cold one.
   Be sure to answer Glenn's email as to whether or not
you are coming to Firelands Scout Reservation on
Saturday, October 13th. The PA QSO Party will be
running so we can use SSB for contacts. You never
know but when a person will become interested in ham
radio.
  At the next meeting, Friday, October 5th, I will bring
up the subject about 2m simplex communications. As
some of you will remember, quite a few years ago we
held a Thursday night net on 146.58. The net ran for
about two years. We always had a good turnout and
people usually didn't have problems with hearing each
other. We can hold a test net to see how things are. A
reminder: Glenn and I are on 146.58 simplex most every
weekday morning between 8:30 and 9:00 am. Please
give a listen and join in. Well, until next time, 
vy best 73s to u es urs,  Al, N8CX

PUBLIC SERVICE…
  On October 13 we will be again operating
amateur radio for the Bay Village scouting
event  at  Firelands  Campground.  Then  in
November and December, on Saturdays just
before  the  big  holidays,  comes  our
opportunities  to help  deliver  food  to  the
elderly in Lakewood, Ohio.
    
RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON THE
10M NET…
    On the Club’s net, 28450 kHz,  we have
recently  d iscussed  6  meters,  Run  for  the
Bacon,  gardening,  mantids,  bees,  spiders,
problems  with  reception,  the  3B7C  DX
activity, history on TV, car repairs, and of
course the weather. 
BATTLE OF THE HAMS...
  Read
http://www.hamradio-
online.com/1996/jan/hams.html
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An Ohio Challenge ...
    Imagine that you have been a big-time DXer or contester for most of your adult life and now you have reached
a retirement age or situation where you simply must move to  a residence that requires less energy for upkeep
and repairs.  Or perhaps you have "made it" and want to move to a huge house in a gated community.  Imagine
that like the old saying "you can't take it with you", you  are denied by local housing CC&R's the right to take
your radio tower with you when you move.  Well, these events actually happen, nearly every day.
   
Words By Nick Pittner, WB8TMF
   According to the ARRL web site, [23] states have adopted some form of statutory provision on the subject of
amateur radio antenna height or placement.  Of those, only a few have actually included minimum height
regulations.
    ... In the FCC code of regulations, 101 FCC 2d 952 (1985),  the  regulatory provision may be summarized as
requiring that “a station must be erected at heights and  dimensions sufficient to accommodate amateur service
communication.   [State and local regulation of a  station antennae structure must not preclude amateur service
communication.   Rather, it must  reasonably accommodate such communications and must constitute the
minimum practicable regulation to  accomplish the state or local authority’s legitimate purpose.]” [sic]  The
Memorandum and Order left a great deal to be resolved in its implementation.
   However, the Memorandum went on to make it clear that “We will not, however, specify particular height
limitations below which a local government may not regulate, nor will we suggest the precise language that must
be contained in local ordinances, such as mechanisms for special exceptions, variances, or conditional use
permits.  Nevertheless, local regulations which involve placement, screening, or height of antennas based on
health, safety, or aesthetic considerations must be crafted to accommodate reasonably amateur communications,
and to represent the minimum practicable regulation to accomplish the local authority’s legitimate purpose.”  
   Section Manager Joe Phillips has identified a team of  folks to spearhead an Ohio legislative effort [for Ohio to
pass legislation supporting PRB-1 style antenna exemptions] .  That team includes Joe Phillips, K8QOE, Tom
Lee, K8AZ, Bob Winston, W2THU, and Nick Pittner, WB8TMF. Tom, Bob, and I are all attorneys with some
experience to bring to the project. None of us are lobbyists, though; and our participation in the project will not
include any lobbying activity.  In support of this effort Joe has been building an extensive e-mail list of contacts
who have indicated a willingness to be involved with this effort.  If you have not already indicated your
willingness to participate, please contact Joe as soon as possible.    K8QOE@aol.com



CLEVELAND HAMFEST ARRL
FORUM...

    ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, probably
made Cleveland Hamfest history Sunday September 23,
2007, by being the main speaker at the ARRL Forum
there.  Some of  the hot topics he discussed follow. 
  
   In November, 2007, a new WARC conference will
take up once again the possible expansion of 40m to
cover 7000-7300 kHz by adding on 7200-7300 kHz as a
world-wide amateur radio assignment.  However, it is
by no means certain that such an action will occur in a
setting where the United States gets just one vote as do
all the other countries of the world.  The exclusive
piece from 7000-7200 is going to be effective in 2009,
and is still not effective now.  Our exclusive section
right now is only 7000-7100.  However we are walking
a tightrope for keeping what we have.
  In  BPL activity, there are only four companies
actually running BPL now, and they don't really go the
"last mile". Folks way out in the country are still unable
to reach the Internet.  So far the BPL expansion has
come almost to nothing in most of the country. 
   However, an earlier FCC action decreed that the
privilege that radio amateurs have for the BPL operator
requirement to stay out of the ham bands, no longer
applies  to mobile  stations.   In the FCC's words,
amateurs can just drive out of the area of interference
so they do not need as much protection from
interference.
   Division spokesman Director Jim Weaver, K8JE,
then spoke, along with Ohio SM Joe Phillips, K8QOE.
Some Ohio supporters of PRB-1 language are pushing
to get Ohio to be the 24th state to make it a law.
Amateurs in our Division send out about twice as many
opinion letters to the ARRL director or headquarters
officers as do other ARRL division members.  Jim
Weaver, K8JE,  requests that we keep up the good
work, and keep the directors informed about anything
wrong in amateur radio. 
   Jim also said it would be good for delegations of 2-3
hams to visit their congresspersons about 3 times a year
to promote H.R. Legislation. Then send a report on this
to the ARRL HQ and our Division leaders.

NOTABLE ARRL NEWS...
  (from The ARRL Letter September 14, 2007)
   1296 MHZ WAS #1 AWARDED TO TEXAS
HAM 
   Al Ward, W5LUA, of Allen, Texas, is the first person
to achieve the ARRL's Worked All States (WAS) on
1296 MHz, making him 1296 MHz WAS #1. Ward
first started on his pursuit January 25, 1977, with his
first 1296 MHz contact with Leroy May, W5HN (SK).
His 30 year quest ended last eek, with confirmed
contacts with Wyoming, Utah and Idaho, giving Ward
his last three needed states, thanks to Paul Perryman's,
WA5WCP, EME DXpedition. 

  (from The ARRL Letter September 7)

FCC  LOWERS  VANITY CALL SIGN  FEES
SEPTEMBER 17 
   The FCC will reduce the regulatory fee to obtain or
renew an Amateur Radio vanity call sign by more than
40 percent starting September 17. In a Report & Order
(R&O) released August 6, "Assessment and Collection
of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2007," in MD
Docket 07-81, the Commission will cut the fee from its
current $20.80 to $11.70. This marks the lowest fee in
the history of the current vanity call sign program. 

  (from The ARRL Letter September 7)
  +----+ From the ARRL DXCC Desk: 
When sending cards to confirm 1x1 call signs,  he
ARRL QSL Service requests you note somewhere on
the card the person who requisitioned the call sign.
This will expedite routing to the proper station and may
result in quicker processing of cards handled through
the ARRL US Incoming Bureaus. To locate the person
responsible  for a 1x1 call sign, please visit the
NCVEC's 1x1 Special Event Call Sign Web page
<http://www.ncvec.org/1x1.php> and enter the 1x1 call
sign. When the screen appears, select the 1x1 call sign
based on the event you worked. Click "Details" on the
right-hand side of the page to determine the person
responsible for the operation (see "Requisitioned By").
Remember, call signs may be issued more than once, so
following the above procedure will allow the QSL
Service to direct it to the proper person. For more
information on frequently asked questions concerning
the ARRL DXCC program, please see the DXCC FAQ
page   <http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/faq/>. 
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