


PREZ SAYS ...
Hello,
   It is great news that the ARRL modified the rules
for 2020 Field Day to give points for class D to class
D contacts and allowing an aggregate club score from
individual members. When you do Field Day this year
from  home  please  consider  naming  West  Park
Radiops Inc. to add your points to our aggregate club
score.
   I am pleased to see the new Friday night net is well
attended.   The Free Conference Call  video meeting
we tried was not so sell attended.  We will try a few
more  third-Friday  video  meetings  and  see  how  it
goes; if the attendance does not improve, we will go
back to the net on the third Friday.
   More good news: According to SciTechDaily.com
“On May 29, 2020, a family of sunspots — dark spots
that freckle the face of the Sun, representing areas of
complex magnetic fields — sported the biggest solar
flare since October 2017.” I hope this is the beginning
of the new cycle.
   I hope you all have an enjoyable summer and stay
well.
73, Tom, N8FDY

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE�  
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club in past
years,  our  members  assisted  in  this  activity  three
times every year. During  COVID-19 those activities
are suspended.
  

 RECENT NETS & TALK�
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL) at 8 p.m. local on Mondays, and Fridays
during  the  COVID-19  crisis.  Many  interesting
discussions occur and often with no prior planning.
However, you must have a clear shot at the repeater's
receiving antenna to use an HT. Please consider your
2m antenna systems and how they perform for the
net.

  In general, radio net activity provides virtual public
service  practice  and  keeps  our  radios  in  tested
operation and weeds out problems. 

TO YOUR HEALTH!�
  We wish everyone a STAY SAFE and BEST OF
LUCK time during these special COVID-19 stay-at-
homes..
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NEW FCC RF SAFETY RULES PROPOSED – ARRL WANTS CLARITY ...

                         (from ARRL news) 05/13/2020 – edited for size in this location)

The ARRL Seeks Clarification of Amended Amateur Service RF Safety Rules. The ARRL has filed a Petition for 
clarification addressing two issues arising from amended FCC RF safety rules that go into effect on June 1 for 
the Amateur Service and other FCC-regulated services.  The FCC has provided 2 years — until May 31, 2022 — 
for licensees to determine  if evaluations are now required, to perform such evaluations where necessary, and to 
implement any needed mitigation measures.    The revised final rules,adopted last November, appeared in the 
April 1 edition of The Federal Register.

On May 8, ARRL asked the FCC to clarify that using maximum permissible exposure (MPE) limits be permitted 
in the Amateur Service for required RF safety evaluations of 2200-meter operations, just as they are   
elsewhere in the amateur spectrum. Removal of the exemption for amateurs resulted in a requirement to use 
specific absorption rate (SAR) limits for amateur frequencies between 100 and 300 kHz. “SAR evaluations are 
very complex to directly measure and, we believe, generally exceed the capability of most individual amateur 
operators,” ARRL argued in its petition, asserting that MPE limits correspond to conservative estimates of SAR.

“Near-field calculation of a uniform field applied to a transmitter and antenna operating at 1 W  EIRP on 2200 
meters would result in a very conservative estimate of specific absorption rate (SAR) and is a valid measurement 
for determining safety of operation,” ARRL told the FCC. “We request clarification that the rules do not intend 
to preclude the use of MPE as a surrogate for SAR to evaluate amateur operations in the 2200-meter band.” 
ARRL  also wants the FCC to clarify that its amended rules permit the use of near-field regression rates, using 
the MPE table to compare against the maximum field strength that may occur from a handheld portable device, 
instead of using the SAR.



NEW BETA OF FT8, FT4
            (from ARRL news)
05/13/2020

A new beta version of the WSJT-X software suite
has been released that includes the first updates to
the popular FT8 and FT4 protocols since last fall.
Co-Developer  Joe  Taylor,  K1JT,  said  the
“candidate  release”  WSJT-X  version  2.2.0-rcl
represents  significant  program  upgrades  to  FT8,
FT4, and other protocols. 

A general availability release of WSJT-X 2.2.0 is
anticipated for June 1. [Ed. Note: 2.2.2-rc3 is now
the latest version after some bug fixes.]

The latest beta version corrects bugs that prevented
AP (a priori) decoding and/or multi-pass decoding
in  some  circumstances.  The  algorithm  for  AP
decoding  has  been  improved  and  extended.  FT8
decoding  is  now  spread  over  three  intervals  —
starting  at  11.8 seconds into  a  receive sequence,
typically  yielding  around  85%  of  the  possible
decodes for the sequence. “You, therefore, see most
decodes  much  earlier  than  before,”  the  Release
Notes explain.  A second processing step starts  at
13.5 seconds, and a final step at 14.7 seconds.

Taylor said that upgrading from earlier versions of
WSJT-X  should  be  seamless,  with  no  need  to
uninstall a previous version or to move any files,
although he said beta testers may wish to install the
beta  version  in  a  directory  separate  from  the
“general availability” WSJT-X 2.1.2 installation.

“For those looking even farther ahead, we are well
along  in  the  development  of  two  new  modes
designed for the LF and MF bands,” Taylor said.
“One mode is for WSPR-like activity, and one is
for  making  2-way  contacts.”  Both  will  use  2-
minute  transmit-receive  sequences.  The  contact-
mode  protocol  reaches  threshold  signal-to-noise
ration of around –31 dB.

LOTW  TQSL UPDATES...
        (from ARRL news – trimmed for fit)
04/16/2020

ADIF  exists  precisely  to  help  ensure  the
accuracy of “data interchange” among amateur
radio  applications  —  different  logging
programs, for example.

The  recently  released  TQSL  version  2.5.2
application  for  uploading  logs  to  Logbook  of
The  World  (LoTW)  tightens  requirements  for
data consistency, with the goal of improving the
integrity  of  the LoTW database.  Starting with
TQSL version 2.5.2, discrepancies in submitted
logs now are flagged, especially when it comes
to the Amateur Data Interchange Format (ADIF)
files  frequently  uploaded  to  LoTW.  This  has
prompted  questions  and  concerns,  however,
when  the  system  fails  to  accept  a  user’s
uploaded contact or log. 

TQSL uses ADIF file data for cross- checks that
help  to  keep  inaccurate  or  incomplete
information  from  contaminating  the  LoTW
database,  and  that’s  where  some  user  issues
have arisen. For example, the OPERATOR field,
which should be a call sign, sometimes shows
up  as  a  name.  Occasionally,  operators  have
reversed their ITU and CQ zones. Another issue
is in the MY_STATE field, which should show a
US Postal Service two-letter state abbreviation.
Anything else is a problem.

The problem is not  always with the user.  The
initial implementation of cross-checks in TQSL
2.5.2 revealed that not all logging applications
conform  to  the  ADIF  standard,  which  is
maintained  and  voted  on  by  the  22-member
ADIF group, which includes ARRL. TQSL 2.5.2
has offered support for operations from several
locations, as well as the ability to detect uploads
that contain incorrect location data, and the field
used for checking location has been in the ADIF
standard since 2004.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
(Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call, Start Date,End Date, DXCC Entity
Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
ZF2FD,2020Jun10,2020Jun17,Cayman Is
V47JA,2020Jun11,2020Jul02,St Kitts & Nevis
P4,2020Jul08,2020Jul15,Aruba
KG4MA,2020Jun15,2020Jul15,Guantanamo Bay
P4,2020Aug02,2020Aug08,Aruba
5X1RI,2020Jul29,2020Aug15,Uganda
TO5T,2020Aug10,2020Aug17,St Pierre & Miquelon
XR0YHM,2020Aug27,2020Sep07,Easter Is
8Q7QR,2020Sep04,2020Sep08,Maldives
ZA,2020Sep06,2020Sep17,Albania
KL7RRC,2020Sep11,2020Sep18,Alaska
OY,2020Sep15,2020Sep23,Faroe Is
XR0YSP,2020Sep15,2020Sep30,Easter Is
FP,2020Sep22,2020Oct06,St Pierre & Miquelon
W8S,2020Sep23,2020Oct06,Swains Is
TT8RR,2020Sep29,2020Oct12,Chad
KH4,2020Oct01,2020Oct14,Midway Is
T88UW,2020Oct07,2020Oct15,Palau
E6AM,2020Sep28,2020Oct17,Niue
Z66DX,2020Oct19,2020Oct28,Kosovo
CY0,2020Oct19,2020Oct28,Sable Is
A35GC,2020Oct19,2020Nov02,Tonga
XT2MAX,2020Nov23,2020Dec07,Burkina Faso
A25VR,2021Apr28,2021May24,Botswana
-------

IOTA CREDITS VIA LOTW�
          (from ARRL  news pages)
05/20/2020
  Islands  On  The  Air  (IOTA)  users  may  now  obtain
contact  credits  via  ARRL’s  Logbook  of  The  World
(LoTW). A similar arrangement is already in place with
Club Log.
 “Islands  On  The  Air  (IOTA)  Ltd.  is  delighted  to
announce  the  implementation of  the  ARRL application
which  allows  the  use  of  QSO-matching  via  LoTW,”
IOTA’s Roger Balister, G3KMA, said.“We wish to thank
ARRL for having made their application available.”
   Balister said an initial list of operations extending from
the arrangement with LoTW has been added to the IOTA
database,  and  these  will  become available  for  contact-
matching starting on May 21. “We are sure that the IOTA
community  will  welcome  this  development  for  which
they have long been pressing,” Balister added.

  ARRL Director of Operations Norm Fusaro, W3IZ,
points out  that  LoTW has,  for years,  allowed award
sponsors  access  to  a  utility  that  lets  them  verify
contacts in LoTW. “The IOTA folks have begun using
this  utility,  but  still  check the QSOs against  known
IOTA operations,” he explained, noting that applicants
cannot apply for IOTA awards through LoTW.
  To claim a new island group from matched LoTW
contacts, users would click on “Retrieve QSOs from
LoTW”  to  retrieve  matching  records.  Within  30
minutes, IOTA users will receive an email listing the
matches added to a list of pending contacts.
  Use the “Submit HF application” or “Submit VHF
application” utilities to go through the steps necessary
to  ensure  that  your  application  is  complete  before
submitting  it.  Once  IOTA has  accepted  the  LoTW-
matched  contacts  and  any  others  in  an  application
supported by QSL cards, IOTA will credit the contacts
to  your  IOTA  Award  account  and  issue  any
appropriate awards or certificates.

VOLUNTEER MONITORS...
           (from ARRL  news pages)
 (Ed. Note: Official Observer program discontinued)
04/10/2020
  A “soft  rollout”  of  the  VM  program  began  on
February  1,2020,  designed  to  familiarize  Volunteer
Monitors (VMs) with issues on the bands and to put
into  practice  what  to  report  — and what  to  ignore,
based  on  their  training.  The  VMs not  only  will  be
looking for operating discrepancies, but for examples
of good operating. The VM program has, at least for
the moment, put Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, back
in  the  center  of  amateur  radio  enforcement  as  the
Volunteer  Monitor  Coordinator  (VMC).  He  was
brought aboard to get the program up and running, and
ARRL will eventually take over the VMC function.

   Hollingsworth is using a system called VMTRAC
— developed  by a  VM — to  measure the work of
Vms  and  determine  instances  that  qualify  for  good
operator or discrepancy notices, referral to the FCC,
or follow-up with FCC requests to the VM program.
Hollingsworth  reported  that  during  March,  the  165
active  VMs  logged  upward  of  2,300  hours  of
monitoring on HF, and nearly 2,000 hours on VHF-
UHF and other frequencies. “We have 30 open cases,
five of which are good operator cases,” Hollingsworth
said.
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DID UNLICENSED RADIO AMATEURS 

MESS WITH THE TITANIC RESCUE?...

How  (Unlicensed)  Amateur  Radio  affected  the
sinking of the Titanic

<
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Navigation/Com
munity/Arcadia-and-THP-Blog/April-2018/How-
Amateur-Radio-Sunk-the-Titanic >

The above is the lead for an article that suggests that
just  like  a  modern DX pileup gathering  frequency
“police”,  there  were  untrained  unlicensed  radio
operators in 1912 bothering helpful communications
during the Titanic emergency.  Remember this  was
during the  era of spark radio.

JUDGE ALLOWS TITANIC RADIO 

REMOVAL...

        (from ARRL news)
 
05/22/2020

A US federal judge in Virginia has given permission
to  retrieve  the  ill-fated  RMS  Titanic’s  Marconi
wireless gear, which transmitted distress calls from
the  sinking  ocean  liner  during  its  maiden  voyage.
Judge Rebecca Beach Smith of the US District Court
in Norfolk ruled that the radio gear is historically and
culturally  important  and could soon be lost  within
the rapidly decaying wreck. The Titanic sank after
striking an iceberg some 370 miles off the coast of
Newfoundland in 1912.

R.M.S Titanic has  said  the radio transmitter  could
unlock some of the secrets about a missed warning
message and distress calls sent from the ship.

The  Marconi  device  has  significant  historical,
educational,  scientific,  and  cultural  value  as  the
device used to make distress calls while the Titanic
was sinking,  Judge Smith wrote in her ruling. She

said the company would be permitted  minimally
to cut into the wreck  to access the radio room.

David  Concannon,  a  lawyer  for  R.M.S  Titanic
Inc.,  which  the  court  has  recognized  as  the
steward of the vessel’s artifacts, said the company
would try  to  avoid cutting into  the ship,  noting
that  the  radio  room  may  be  reachable  via  a
skylight  that  was  already  open.  More  legal
wrangling may lie  ahead. The National  Oceanic
and  Atmospheric  Administration  (NOAA)
contends  that  the  retrieval  expedition  is  still
prohibited  under  US  law  and  under  an
international  agreement between the US and the
UK.

CONTEST UNIVERSITY 

SLIDE SHOW...

The  2020  Hamvention  Contest  University  slide
deck  is  available  now.   You  can  download  the
PDF files here.

<
https://www.contestuniversity.com/course-
outline/ >

SOLAR CYCLE 25 AND DX...

This  space  will  not  plagiarize  any  copyrighted
stories  and  predictions  about  the  start  of  solar
Cycle 25.  But good signs now are the increasing
number  of  times  when  sunspots  have  appeared
with  the  magnetic  north-south  orientation  of
magnetic  fields  reversed  from  Cycle  24.  My
experience with  DX is  that  when the solar  flux
index has risen above about 120.  This week that
index  has ranged around 66 to 70.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36+ (107.2 Hz) MHz at 8:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org

mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


