


Prez Sez...
  
FIELD DAY IS UPON US!!!
 
What more can I  say.   So dig out your radios,  batteries,
antennas, PC’s and food and join us this year at Cuyahoga
Community  Colleges  Western  Campus  at  the  Keybank
Public Safety Training Center and get on the air.  The group
will  be  hammering  out  our  final  procedures  this  coming
Friday June 2nd, 2017.  All ideas are welcome but we will
need to move forward quickly with a set order of what is to
be done on Field Day 2017.  That will be accomplished on
this Friday.  Please look to Bill Squires for his input and the
ideas  he  spoke  about  how to  run  Field  Day at  the  last
meeting.   And  then add  to  that  everything  that  you can
possibly muster for this event.

I want to say to you who have done Field Day for many
years,  I  appreciate  that,  because  that  is  what  got  me
involved in Ham Radio in the first place.  But some of you
have gotten tired and maybe a bit beat up over the years and
it  seems that you are bit  apprehensive about  throwing in
every year and maybe lending a radio, laptop or antenna to
the cause.  Let me first say this as loud and as clear as I
possibly  can,  THANK  YOU,  THANK  YOU,  THANK
YOU!!! For your past years of service.  You all are what
this club is about.  You all who have come before us, have
lead the way all these many years and I look up to each and
every one of you and I respect all of you.  But if we don’t
all chip in and work these events together, especially Field
Day our club is destined to go where so many clubs have
gone before, obscurity.  We are one of the oldest clubs in
existence 70 years and going.  We have been blessed with a
great facility at the college and great people who listen and
trust  us  when  we  talk  about  our  hobby  and  emergency
communications.  Some of whom like Officer Tom are even
seeking and studying to get their licenses, that is awesome.
We need a strong front and an even stronger presence when
it comes to showing how this club works.  If we pitch in
together we can do and accomplish anything and everything
we set out to do.

 I appreciate the club and it’s many voices and ideas.  Let’s
make this ARRL Field Day 2017 a great event.  You all
have been asking me the last two years, when are we going
to do Field Day at Tri-C, well the time is now and its up to
you  what  you  make  of  it.   This  is  an  emergency
preparedness event and it should be run as such.  Maybe we
don’t have the best ideas for everything and maybe food is

not  setup  as  everyone  would  like  it,  but  I  will  cook  if
needed (I do pretty well in this area for other events that I
have  done)  or  I  will  run  out  to  McDonalds  to  get
sandwiches for  everyone if  we don’t  actually cook at the
event.   Either  way  your  presence,  abilities,  talents  and
enthusiasms are needed to make this a great event.  YOU
ARE NEEDED!!!  This is a club not a single individual.
All of us need to pull together.  You are the best club in the
city.  Let’s do this.  I know you can.  And together we can
show the city what we can do in times of need.
 
May you all be very blessed this month, Stephen N8WB,
73!!. 

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club, our
members assist in this activity every year. Our next
LCAC opportunity will be on a Saturday in mid-
November, likely the 18th .  We can also support
other activities  on short  notice.  In general,  radio
net activity provide  virtual  public  service practice
and keeps our radios in tested operation and weeds
out problems.
  Meanwhile,  we  have ALL SCOUTS in North
Olmsted on June 10, 1- 5 p.m.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL). Many interesting discussions occur and
often  with  no  prior  planning.  However,  you  must
have a clear shot at the repeater's receiving antenna
to  use  an  HT.  Please  consider  your  2m  antenna
systems and how they perform for the net. We are on
at 9 p.m. local Mondays.

FUTURE PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  on  the  new  list  for
programs:   DMR,  openSPOT,  Field  Day,  Surface
Mount  Technology,  Dxpeditions,  Propagation,  and
Audio Technology.
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SAVE THE DATE...
                           Saturday,  August 12th  
    Another West Park Fun-Day-To-The-Field.  This is a QRP or QRO event, so bring your portable stations, batteries 
and antennas. Last summer we had a very good turnout with a lot of good ham radio talk.  This will occur in the southwest 
corner of the North Olmsted city park on Lorain, by West Park Rd.



ECHOES OF OLD WOODPECKER...
             ( from the ARRL News pages)
04/12/2017
Russian “Buzzer” Disappears, Chinese “Foghorn” 
Returns 

  The  International  Amateur  Radio  Union  Region  1
(IARU-R1)  Monitoring  System  (IARUMS)  March
newsletter reports that the Russian “buzzer” on 6,998.0
kHz  has  disappeared.  For  a  long  time  the  system
interfered with the lower edge of the 40-meter band.

  In addition, a Russian F1B transmission on 7,193 kHz
— believed to  be  emanating from Kaliningrad  — has
ceased. IARUMS credits German telecoms authorities for
submitting complaints and the Russian military.

  The IARUMS March newsletter further reports that a
Chinese  over-the-horizon  (OTH)  burst  system  radar
“foghorn” signal is being heard again on both 40 meters
(jumping  between  7,128  and  7,187  kHz)  and  on  20
meters (14,218 kHz). The signals are 10 kHz wide with
burst durations of 3.8 and 7.6 seconds.

  A “numbers” station said to be from the Ukraine SZRU
intelligence agency was reported on March 30 on AM
(female voice) on 14,212 kHz.

SO2R
  (Single operator two radios From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia)
  Single  operator  two  radios  (SO2R)  is  an  operating
practice employed by some competitors in the sport of
amateur  radio  contesting.  By  using  two  transceivers
attached to separate antennas, competitors can listen to
one amateur  radio band while transmitting on another.
This capability enables the operator to more efficiently
locate other  amateur  radio stations  participating in  the
competition with which to make contact and score points.
Description
 
  Radio  contests  typically  have  different  operator
categories for Single or Multiple people using a single
station in  the contest.  SO2R is an operating technique
used  by  some  competitors  in  the  single-operator
categories  in  contesting.  While  single-operator  means
that  only one transmitter  can be active at  any time, in

SO2R,  a  single  station  operator  uses  two radios  to
listen  simultaneously  to  two  different  radio
frequencies.  When  the  two  radios  are  on  different
radio bands, an operator can be listening to one radio
while  the  other  is  transmitting.  This  can  result  in
increased  operating  efficiency,  as  the  operator  can
always be looking for new contacts to increase his or
her score. SO2R operation can be a challenge to learn
and requires practice to achieve proficiency.

  While SO2R offers the advantage of listening to the
second radio while the first is transmitting, this added
activity can also become a challenge to the operator.
There are some that consider SO2R use in HF contests
to  be  controversial.  The  critics  feel  that  the  extra
expense, complexity, and improved performance that
can  be  achieved  from  SO2R  operation  merits  the
separation  of  SO2R  operations  into  a  distinct
competitive  entry class  from other  single  operators.
While no major contests have yet done this, some will
list individual scores in contest results with an SO2R
designation where the station self-reports that SO2R
was used.

  SO2R  has  now  been  in  use  for  over  ten  years,
becoming a  widely  accepted  practice.  While  SO2R
formalizes  the  practice  of  using  multiple  receivers
during a contest, this has always been accepted in the
rules  of  radio  contests.  Several  manufacturers  now
offer hardware and software specifically aimed at the
SO2R operator.

  [ Wikipedia notes that call sign SO2R is also a valid
amateur  radio  call  sign  issued  to  an  active  contest
station in Poland.]

WSPRLITE…
  WSPRlite  is  a  self-contained  propagation  beacon
transmitter you can connect to your antenna and see
where  you  are  heard  around  the  world.  Once
configured using a special Windows app (third party
LINUX and Mac support  are available at  WSPRlite
Facebook Group), WSPRlite only needs a USB power
supply to operate standalone without your computer or
radios.  WSPRlite  operates  on  160-80-40-30-20m.
Operation on other bands requires band-specific low-
pass filters.  <http://www.sotabeams.co.uk/wsprlite >
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)
Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
DU3,2017 May01,2017 May30,Philippines,
JT5MA,2017 May09,2017 May31,Mongolia,
D44TWO,2017 May09,2017 Jun02,Cape Verde Is,
HC8,2017 May15,2017 May29,Galapagos,
JD1,2017 May15,2017 Jul15,Minami Torishima,
E44WE,2017 May16,2017 May30,Palestine,
HR9,2017 May17,2017 Jun03,Honduras,
TR8CR,2017 May18,2017 Jun03,Gabon,
E31A,2017 May19,2017 May29,Eritrea,
OY,2017 May20,2017 May25,Faroe Is,
FG,2017 May22,2017 Jun07,Guadeloupe,
GU,2017 May23,2017 May27,Guernsey,
Z25DX,2017 May23,2017 Jun18,Zimbabwe,
PJ6,2017 May24,2017 May28,Saba & St Eustatius,
TN5E,2017 May25,2017 Jun04,Congo,
OJ0JR,2017 May27,2017 Jun02,Market Reef,
OJ0W,2017 May27,2017 Jun03,Market Reef,
VP2V,2017 May28,2017 Jun05,Br Virgin Is,
PJ5,2017 May29,2017 Jun04,Saba & St Eustatius,
HB0,2017 Jun01,2017 Jun06,Liechtenstein,
FR,2017 Jun04,2017 Jun16,Reunion,
9H3XG,2017 Jun07,2017 Jun12,Malta,
C6A,2017 Jun07,2017 Jun16,Bahamas,
T8CW,2017 Jun09,2017 Jun18,Palau,
ZA,2017 Jun10,2017 Jun20,Albania,
TX5EG,2017 Jun11,2017 Jun19,French Polynesia,
OY,2017 Jun13,2017 Jun26,Faroe Is,
PJ7,2017 Jun14,2017 Jun20,Sint Maarten,
5B,2017 Jun15,2017 Jun25,Cyprus,
T8,2017 Jun16,2017 Jun23,Palau,
4O7GD,2017 Jun18,2017 Jun28,Montenegro,
VK9AA,2017 Jun24,2017 Jul01,Christmas I,
T88TJ,2017 Jun28,2017 Jul02,Palau,
TX5EG,2017 Jun29,2017 Jul17,French Polynesia,
OJ0V,2017 Jul01,2017 Jul07,Market Reef,
V4,2017 Jul01,2017 Jul09,St Kitts & Nevis,
FP,2017 Jul04,2017 Jul18,St Pierre & Miquelon,
YJ0GA,2017 Jul06,2017 Jul13,Vanuatu,
V47JA,2017 Jul12,2017 Aug05,St Kitts & Nevis,
8Q7PW,2017 Jul18,2017 Aug01,Maldives,
RI0C,2017 Jul20,2017 Jul24,Russia (Asia),
TX5EG,2017 Jul29,2017 Aug06,Marquesas,
HC8,2017 Aug01,2017 Aug31,Galapagos,
4L0GF,2017 Aug03,2017 Aug13,Georgia,
E51GHS,2017 Aug07,2017 Aug25,South Cook Is,
TX5EG,2017 Aug15,2017 Sep05,French Polynesia,
V63KS,2017 Aug28,2017 Sep04,Micronesia,
A25AL,2017 Sep07,2017 Sep15,Botswana,
VK9CGJ,2017 Sep12,2017 Sep28,Cocos & Keeling,
HD8M,2017 Sep14,2017 Sep21,Galapagos,
5T5OK,2017 Sep16,2017 Sep28,Mauritania,

FP,2017 Sep17,2017 Sep23,St Pierre & Miquelon,
H40GC,2017 Sep30,2017 Oct20,Temotu,
VK9XI,2017 Oct02,2017 Oct10,Christmas I,
VK9XGJ,2017 Oct02,2017 Oct19,Christmas I,
VK9CI,2017 Oct10,2017 Oct17,Cocos Keeling I,
T8,2017 Oct11,2017 Oct17,Palau,
S9CQ,2017 Oct12,2017 Oct21,Sao Tome & Principe,
FJ,2017 Oct17,2017 Oct26,St Barthelemy,
VK9CZ,2017 Oct23,2017 Nov06,Cocos Keeling,
VK9MA,2017 Nov01,2017 Nov30,Mellish Reef,
VK5CE/9,2017 Nov06,2017 Nov12,Australia,
9U4M,2017 Nov06,2017 Nov17,Burundi,
J5T,2017 Nov15,2017 Nov30,Guinea Bissau,
TO2SP,2017 Nov16,2017 Nov30,St Barthelemy,
3B9HA,2017 Nov23,2017 Dec12,Rodrigues I,
FS,2017 Dec01,2017 Dec09,St Martin,
3Y0Z,2018 Jan20,2018 Feb28,Bouvet I,
TX5X,2018 Mar10,2018 Mar17,French Polynesia,
9L1T,2018 Mar04,2018 Mar17,Sierra Leone,
9M0W,2018 Mar10,2018 Mar20,Spratly Is,

Bold faced lines are entities listed in the top of the Club Log 
most wanted list.

ARRL UNDELETES TWO ENTITIES…
  On May 11,  2017,   the ARRL announced that  KH4 and
KH7K (Midway and Kure)  have been returned  back to  the
Active Countries list. “After further review it has been found
that the deletion of these two entities is not supported by the
changes that were made to the relevant administrations.”

HEARD ON THE RADIO...
                    (Most of this is based on real stories..)
  Not so long ago if you wanted to talk to some far away DX
station operator you had to work him/her on HF or satellite,
and get that QSO confirmation in your log.
   I  remember the night I  heard Orrie Baumgartner, W8BF,
talking on 20 meters to a Japanese station from Fairview Park,
Ohio.  Literally the radio waves were nearly passing over my
head, based on his beam heading and my (former) location in
Bay Village. That happened early in my amateur radio career,
before I finally put up a tower and TH3JR tri-band beam and
thereby gained some ERP.
    In 2017 it  is possible to take advantage of digital  radio
technology  and  repeaters  linked  together  over  the  Internet.
With  a  small  sized  low-power  portable  handheld  “HT” and
some appropriate programming of that HT, one can now talk to
a Japanese operator running a similar  radio connection, as a
couch potato or outside on the patio with a cold 807 within
reach, and then brag that this was a real contact.
   The question is, when does someone start exchanging QSL
cards for such a QSO and then later claiming contact with the
“DX” station in a DXCC application for 2 meters?
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COMPUTER NOISE…
                  (using tips from various Web sources)

MICROSOFT’S PLANS FOR 
WINDOWS…
  When the top executives of Microsoft changed a few
years ago, new avenues of Windows development started
happening.  Around  then  we  had  Windows  8.x.  Then
Microsoft’s jumping into smartphones with an operating
system “chicklet” GUI soon morphed into Windows 10
for smartphones and PCs.
  Once  you  purchased  a  PC  with  Windows  10,  or
upgraded  to  Windows  10,  you  noticed  some  seismic
shifts in the Microsoft philosophy.  The Edge browser
replaced Internet Explorer. Use of the FireFox or Chrome
browsers started being blocked. Some common apps and
software drivers  started being unworkable in Windows
10. 
   More recently Microsoft  got into some hardware sales
with “Surface” laptops running only Windows 10.  That
story is too complicated to explain right here right now.
    Microsoft is advancing their state-of-the-art with the
new  Windows  10  S  and  there’s  news  that  perhaps
Microsoft  will  phase  out  Win32  “C-compiler”-based
operating systems by using a new  Universal  Windows
Platform (UWP)  that completely locks out use of older
(less than 64 bit) apps. Not being able to continue using
amateur  radio  apps  that  we have  owned and used for
years could start to look like a complete hobby lockout
from the most modern PCs. Already we have seen the
problem of  finding USB-to-COM port  cables that  will
work with our newer computers so we can continue to
use our existing logging and contesting programs.
   More information on these trends is found in:
<  http://www.zdnet.com/article/why-windows-must-die-
for-the-third-time/?
loc=newsletter_large_thumb_featured&ftag=TRE17cfd6
1&bhid=24645101208647532529830142222072 >

THUNDERBOLT RUMORS…
  Over the last three or four years you may have noticed
the migration of Windows PC computers away from the
old  COM  and  LPT  ports  to  PCs  having  only  USB
connectors. Additional changes included where the VGA
connector was superceded by HDMI.
   It has been an annoying problem for a few years that if
I go into a computer, office supply, or pharmacy store,
and try to find a USB cable, there may be nothing there

but  cables  for  the  Apple  Macintosh  “Lightning”
connectors. Recently cell phones have been advancing
to the USB-C connectors, for which you can plug in
the charger/USB cable without worrying about which
way is up.  (There may be USB-C connectors on the
latest  Apple  iPhones  and  iPads,  but  I  am  not
knowledgeable about Apple products. I do know that
the  latest  Android  smartphones  have  USB-C
connectors.)
  Well,  Intel  Corp.  engineers  have  been  working
continuously  to  advance  the  technology  and  since
about  2011 they have been floating the idea of  the
Thunderbolt  technology.  Now  Thunderbolt  3.0  in
USB-C connectors is being pushed by Intel by making
it  an open standard with up to 40 Gbps per second
data transfer rate to wit:
<  https://www.macrumors.com/2017/05/24/intel-to-
integrate-thunderbolt-3-into-cpus/ >

MALWARE…
The latest malware scare was the WANNACRY virus
that could take over your computer and encrypt your
entire hard drive and then ask you to pay a ransom in
Bitcoin funds.  Unfortunately,  in PCs,  the available
architectures  of  PC  CPUs  and  mother  boards  has
always enabled operating systems to  be overwritten
with  malware. “Only you can prevent  ...”  now also
applies to your taking safeguards to prevent malware
from entering your computer.  Sorry, but it is YOUR
FAULT if you allow your computer to be taken over
by WANNACRY.  You really must do the Windows
Update  for  your  version  of  any  Windows with  the
NTSF file system (XP or above). You can obtain the
March  2017  patches  for  your  operating  system by
going  to  the  following  URL  and  downloading  and
installing  the  update  for   your  OS.  (This  does  not
apply to Macs and Linux.)
 <
https://www.catalog.update.microsoft.com/search.aspx
?q=4012598 >

I  have  installed  the  XP  SP3  patches  without  any
difficulty. Remember that  XP updates are no longer
being  supplied  by  Microsoft.  For  Windows  7  and
above,  the  standard  monthly  “Patch  Tuesday”  and
emergency  patches  have  kept  pace  with  the
WANNACRY  vulnerability  problem  since  March
2017.

 June – July  2017                                               5                                 Volume LII,   Number  4
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG



PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


