


What was the President Thinking?
  I guess at a time like this I was thinking how blessed 
we  all  are  in  this  country,  and  personally.   With 
Memorial Day as a memory of those who served and still 
do to bless us with freedom.  And  those who survived 
the Oklahoma storms, both times these last two weeks. I 
was  thinking  about  the  people  who  try  to  take  our 
freedoms away, both externally and internally.  About 
how they constantly gnaw away at  our  freedoms and 
liberties.  Trying to bring us back to a time when our 
forefathers  were  scrambling  to  ensure  that  future 
generations would be protected by both God and two of 
the  greatest  documents  ever  penned,  the Constitution, 
and  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  documents 
that so many people have walked on and abused in the 
name of selfish ambition, selfish desires, and power.
  And  then  I  thought  about  all  the  people  that  have 
assisted those in Oklahoma's time of need.  From Hams 
for  emergency  communications,  to  people  donating 
monies,  food,  clothes,  shelters,  and  whatever  else  is 
needed to help those who need help. And then I thought 
about myself.  What am I am I doing?  When am I going 
to get my stuff packed up in a car and take the long drive 
to a state far away to assist someone in their time of 
need?  When? And then I was thinking back again how 
blessed I am in this country to be so close to people who 
care for others who are hurting.  And yet so far away 
theologically from those who try to strip  the flesh of 
freedom off  the  bones  of  liberty.   So  I  stopped  and 
prayed, Lord send me.
   Love you all my fellow Hams!
73 My Friends!!

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…  
   The Lakewood Charitable Assistance Corp. 
May 11 delivery of  spring cleaning supplies 
for 150 disadvantaged families was supported 
by help  from West  Park Radiops volunteers 
N8CX,  K8VUS,  W8KH,  and  AF8C.  As  an 
ARRL  Special  Service  Club,  our  members 
assist this activity every year.  More members 
helping would be welcome.

ALL SCOUTS WEEKEND...
  We  have  our  operation  at  the  event  on 
Saturday  June  8   from  1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Location  is  North  Olmsted  Park  across  the 
street from our meeting site. Setup 9:30 a.m.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to 
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many 
interesting discussions have been summarized 
in our almost weekly net reports.  Now you 
don't need a mobile rig and antenna to be in 
our nets. An HT can often suffice.

FIELD DAY 2013...
  We are in the last stages of  setting our plans 
for  this  annual  event.  We  have  some  key 
decisions  to  make  at  the  next  meeting. 
Interested operators and helpers should attend 
the meeting and help decide.
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BPL THREAT IS STILL ALIVE...
 QST ARLB010 FCC Again Denies ARRL's Petition in BPL Proceeding
  On April 16, the FCC issued a Second Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O), denying the ARRL's 
December 2011 Petition for Reconsideration that sought reconsideration of the FCC's Second Report and Order 
(BPL Second Order), "fundamentally affirm[ing]" its rules for Access Broadband over Power Line (Access BPL) 
systems. In denying the ARRL's Petition, the FCC noted that the Petition "[did] not raise new arguments based 
on new information in the record or on the Commission's new analysis of limited points as directed by the Court, 
nor does it demonstrate any errors or omissions in the Commission's previous decisions," and that its previous 
rulings "strike an appropriate balance between the dual objectives of providing for Access BPL technology -- 
which has potential applications for broadband and Smart Grid uses -- while protecting incumbent radio services 
against harmful interference."
  The ARRL made 14 principal points in its Petition, each of which was aimed at urging the FCC to enact 
additional rules that would permit BPL systems to operate without the severe interference potential inherent in 
BPL technology. The ARRL argued that the current rules do not address this severe interference potential, which 
was manifested in every deployment of BPL in which the safeguards urged by the ARRL were absent. The FCC 
dismissed all of the ARRL's arguments, claiming that the ARRL "did not submit any new information," made 
"no new argument" or that it had, in the Commission's view, failed to make its point.



MICROWAVE BANDS...
     The Amateur radio bands that we commonly 
use have “names” that we are so used to. But what 
about  the  names of  the  frequency bands  for  the 
remaining  electromagnetic  spectrum?  Well,  let's 
take a look.

---------

Standard Microwave Radar Frequency Letter-Band 
Nomenclature(IEEE Standard 521-1984)

Band    Frequency(GHz)      Wavelength (cm)
L band 1 to 2              30.0 to 15.0
S band 2 to 4              15 to 7.5
C band 4 to 8              7.5 to 3.8
X band 8 to 12 3.8 to 2.5
Ku band 12 to 18 2.5 to 1.7
K band 18 to 27 1.7 to 1.1
Ka band 27 to 40 1.1 to 0.75
V band 40 to 75 0.75 to 0.40
W band 75 to 110 0.40 to 0.27
Q band             33 to 50          0.9  to 0.6

Band Name Derivations:
L for "long" wave
S for “short” wave
C for "compromise" between S and X band.
X   Used in WW II for fire control, X for 
cross (as in crosshair)
Ku for "kurz-under" (German)
K German "kurz" means short, yet another 
reference to short wavelength.
Ka  for "kurz-above"
V  "very"  high frequency band (not  to  be 
confused with VHF)
W  follows V in the alphabet
Q  [I added from another source]

Approximate TV Dish Sizes:
S        60 cm or larger
C       1.9 – 4.3 m
Ku     0.55 – 1.72 m

LIGHT BANDS...

So why not, let's discuss light bands also. Now I 
calculated some of these numbers so let's see if I 
have all the decimal points in the correct place.

Band    Frequency(GHz)      Wavelength (mm)
Infrared    10000 to 400,000       .03  to .000750
Red             400,000                   .000750
Green         560,000                    .000540
Violet         800,000                    .000375
Ultraviolet  1 million to              .0003 to .00003
                   10 million
X-Rays       10 million to             .00003 to
                   10 billion                 .00000003    
Gamma-Rays above 10 billion  .00000003 & down
-----------------------------------------------------------
LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD...
   If you are using LOTW to keep up your DXCC 
or WAS or WPX totals, you should be or already 
have upgraded to version 1.14.1 from the ARRL. 
When you do the upgrade,  you will  not have to 
update your certificates or change any other files 
on  your  computer  except  for  the  installation  of 
TQSL 1.14.1 and TQSL CERT 1.14.1.
 Reports say that TQSL 1.14.1 will automatically 
upload your TQ6 file as soon as it is created.  This 
will  prevent  errors  that  some  folks  continue  to 
make by after they create their TQ6 file and then 
are confused on how to  upload it  to  the  correct 
location.  There  are  also  reports  that  the  1.14.1 
release will be superceded soon by another release.

W8IDM MAKES IT INTO TOP 20...
   Don, W8IDM invites folks to check the “Contest 
Database”  Web  page.  He's  listed  in  the  top  20 
contesters in the world by contest attendance (put 
an underscore between call and query, not a space).
http://www.kkn.net/~k5tr/scoredb/call_query.php
   Although not all log results are listed, many are 
and folks are working on adding new data. If you 
have entered any contest in the last dozen years or 
so, you can find  your contest log totals there.
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ULTIMATE DX, THE “WOW” 
SIGNAL ...
        (from Wikipedia )
  The Wow! signal was a strong narrowband radio 
signal detected by Jerry R. Ehman on August 15, 
1977, while working on a SETI project at the Big 
Ear radio telescope of The Ohio State University 
then located at Ohio Wesleyan University's Perkins 
Observatory, Delaware, Ohio.
   The signal bore expected hallmarks of potential 
non-  terrestrial  and  non-Solar  System  origin.  It 
lasted for the full 72-second duration that Big Ear 
observed it, but has not been detected again. The 
signal  has  been the subject  of  significant  media 
attention.  Amazed  at  how  closely  the  signal 
matched the expected signature of  an interstellar 
signal  in  the  antenna  used,  Ehman  circled  the 
signal  on  the  computer  printout  and  wrote  the 
comment  "Wow!"  on  its  side.  This  comment 
became the name of the signal.
   Hydrogen is the most common element in the 
universe,  and  hydrogen  resonates  at  about  1420 
MHz, on a linear scale it was over 30 times louder 
than normal deep space. The intensity in this case 
is  the  unitless  signal-to-noise  ratio,  where  noise 
was averaged for that band over the previous few 
minutes.  Two  different  values  for  its  frequency 
have been given: 1420.356 MHz (J. D. Kraus) and 
1420.4556 MHz.
   Determining a precise location in the sky was 
complicated by the fact that the Big Ear telescope 
used two feed  horns  to  search  for  signals,  each 
pointing to a slightly different direction in the sky 
following Earth's  rotation;  the  Wow!  signal  was 
detected in one of the horns but not in the other, 
although the data was processed in such a way that 
it is impossible to determine in which of the two 
horns the signal entered. 
  Therefore, both the length of the Wow! signal, 72 
seconds,  and the frequency it  was on have been 
debated. Since then radio astronomers have made 
multiple attempts by scanning that area to see if the 
signal is still there occasionally. 

  Ehman has stated his doubts that the signal is of 
intelligent extraterrestrial origin: "We should have 
seen  it  again  when  we  looked  for  it  50  times. 
Something suggests it was an Earth-sourced signal 
that  simply  got  reflected  off  a  piece  of  space 
debris."

PROJECT PHOENIX...
         (from Wikipedia)
     Project Phoenix was a SETI project: in this case 
a  search  for  extraterrestrial  intelligence  by 
analyzing patterns in radio signals. It was run by 
the  independently  funded  SETI  Institute  of 
Mountain View, California, USA. Project Phoenix 
started  work  in  February  1995  with  the  Parkes 
radio  telescope  located  in  New  South  Wales, 
Australia,  the  largest  telescope  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere.  Between September 1996 and April 
1998,  the  Project  used  the  National  Radio 
Astronomy  Observatory  in  Green  Bank,  West 
Virginia, USA. Rather than attempting to scan the 
whole sky for messages, the Project concentrated 
on  nearby systems  that  are  similar  to  our  own. 
Project Phoenix's targets comprised about 800 stars 
with a 200 light-year range. The Project searched 
for radio signals as narrow as 1 Hz between 1,000 
and 3,000 MHz: a broad bandwidth compared with 
most  SETI searches.  In  March  2004 the Project 
announced that after checking the 800 stars on its 
list,  it  had  failed  to  find  any  evidence  of 
extraterrestrial signals. Project leader Peter Backus 
remarked that  they had been  forced  to  conclude 
that "we live in a quiet neighborhood."
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EARLIEST MICROCOMPUTER...
                (from Wikipedia)
  The  Mark-8  is  a  microcomputer  design  from 
1974, based on the Intel 8008 CPU (which was the 
world's  first  8-bit  microprocessor).  The  Mark-8 
was designed by graduate student Jonathan Titus 
and  announced as  a  'loose kit'  in  the  July 1974 
issue of Radio-Electronics magazine. 
   The Mark-8 was introduced as a 'build it yourself' 
project  in  Radio-Electronics'  July  1974  cover 
article,  offering  a  $5  booklet  containing  circuit 
board  layouts  and  DIY  construction  project 
descriptions, with Titus himself arranging for $50 
circuit  board  sets  to  be  made  by a  New Jersey 
company  for  delivery  to  hobbyists.  Prospective 
Mark-8  builders  had  to  gather  the  various 
electronics  parts  themselves  from  a  number  of 
different  sources.  A couple of  thousand booklets 
and  some  hundred  circuit  board  sets  were 
eventually  sold.  The  Mark-8  was  introduced  in 
Radio-Electronics  as  "Your  Personal 
Minicomputer".  This  may be  readily  understood 
considering that the microcomputer revolution had 
yet to happen; the word 'microcomputer' was still 
far  from  being  common  fare.  Thus,  in  their 
announcement  of  their  computer  kit,  the  editors 
quite  naturally  placed  the  Mark-8  in  the  same 
category as the era's other 'minisize' computers.
   Although not very commercially successful, the 
Mark-8  prompted  the  editors  of  Popular 
Electronics  magazine  to  consider  publishing  a 
similar but more easily accessible microcomputer 
project, and just six months later, in January 1975, 
they went through with their plans announcing the 
Altair 8800.
 

FATE RESOLVED...
    Some weeks ago Hal Braschwitz, W8PN, loaned 
me a book entitled "Fate is the Hunter" by Ernest 
Gann.  The  book  was  a  1961  best  seller. 
Autobiographical  by  construction,  the  book 
describes Gann's working as a pilot  at American 
Airlines,  starting with flying DC-2 and DC-3 air 
transport  aircraft  in  the  1930's.  That  time  was 
before  modern  air  traffic  control  and  radar,  and 
radio  was  in  its  infancy.   The  communications 
from the planes was handled by radio operators, 
often  using  CW  and  Morse  keys,  on  HF radio. 
Gann  describes  in  chapter  after  chapter  various 
flying incidents and crises experienced during his 
years as a pilot.  The 1930's piston engines could 
give trouble during flight. Flights were often in bad 
weather. In winter they could be quite frightening 
what with freezing windshields, oil leaks, primitive 
heat and so on.  
  In chapter 15 Gann describes a flight that was to 
be from Stevensville, Newfoundland (now listed as 
Stephenville)  to  Scotland  in  a  C-54  in  August 
carrying  34  military  passengers  and  a  crew 
consisting of pilot, copilot, navigator, engineer, and 
radioman.   By  chance,  the  radioman  was 
"Ditmeyer", our very own Jim Ditmyer, W8NUO, 
who got the ride of his life after takeoff!
   The plane took off in a squall and visibility was 
down to zero at 500 feet. Several problems quickly 
turned  the  flight  into  a  harrowing  trip.  First  a 
hydraulic  valve  control  was  jammed.  That  was 
followed by smoke in the baggage compartment. 
Gann made the quick decision to  reverse course 
and fly back to Stevensville, and for the next 20 
minutes smoke in the cockpit became very thick, 
burning the eyes, creating coughing, and of course 
alarms  were  going  off  in  the  instrument  panel. 
Ultimately Gann was able to land the plane back as 
Stevensville after seeing the runway through a hole 
in  the clouds that  was the only clearing for  700 
miles around! Gann makes note of  the photo of 
Ingrid Bergman and a garter once worn by Marlene 
Dietrich that the navigator always pinned up on his 
panel for moral support.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


