


Prez Sez...
Hi all,
  Well,  welcome to  summer.  As  I  write,  Memorial  Day 
weekend,  it  is  90  degrees  outside.  Our  major  summer 
activities include: All-Scouts event on Saturday  June 9th 
will  be  combined  with  a  QRP  Fun-Day.  An  event  we 
revived last year.  As always, the entire day will be a lot of 
fun. Field Day weekend on June 23rd and 24th will be held 
at  Bill, N8WS’s home in Wakeman. Directions to his place
were e-mailed to everyone a couple of weeks ago. 
    The West Park Picnic will be held, as always, on July 
20th, the 3rd Friday in July at the Little Cedar Point picnic 
area in the Rocky River Metroparks. People usually start 
arriving  between 5:30  and  6:00  pm.  A discussion  about 
food will be held at the 1st meeting in July. 
  Also,  we  might  be  thinking  about  another  club 
construction  project.  There  are  many  good  projects 
available, everything from receivers and transmitters to test 
equipment,  station  accessories  and  PIC  microcontrollers. 
We can discuss these at a meeting soon. If anyone has any 
ideas, please bring them up The club always needs input 
from the members about programs, projects and activities. 
Well, that’s about it for now. See you at the next meeting. 
as always, vy best 73s to all,
Al, N8CX
President

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…
   On  June  9,  2012,  we  will  support  the  North 
Olmsted All Scouts Weekend with our amateur radio 
demonstration. Summer is coming!  On May 12 Ken 
W8KH, Kevin K8VUS, and Glenn AF8C together 
represented  the  Club  at  the  Lakewood  Charitable 
Assistance  Corporation  (LCAC)  Spring  Cleaning 
Supplies  delivery  to  needy families  in  Lakewook, 
Ohio.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, on 28450 kHz +/- and 147.36+, 
many interesting discussions have been summarized 
in our almost weekly net reports. 

FIELD DAY 2012 …
  We have  selected  the QTH of  Bill,  N8WS,  for 
Field Day. Do we want to erect a tower with a beam 
on top?  Do we want to run a generator and operate 
at Low Power (100 watts or so) instead of QRP, and 
get some  Phone contacts this time?  Bill sent a map. 
Anyone who did not receive a map by email, please 
contact Bill.
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OHIO PRB-1  WON !!!! ...
                                        (Substitute House Bill Number 158)
AN ACT
To enact sections 303.214, 519.214, 713.082, and 5502.031 of the [Ohio] Revised Code to codify 
federal restrictions on local zoning of amateur station antenna structures thereby preserving 
amateur radio service communications as a Homeland Security resource and to place the burden of
proof for compliance on the zoning authority.
  [Herein were definitions of “Legislative Authority”, such as city councils, zoning commissions, 
etc.]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That sections 303.214, 519.214, 713.082, and 5502.031 of the Revised Code be enacted 
to read as follows:
  Any rules adopted under those sections by a legislative authority to regulate amateur radio service 
shall comply with the following limitations: 
(1) The legislative authority shall not restrict the height or location of amateur station antenna 
structures in such a way as to prevent effective amateur radio service communications and shall 
comply with 47 C.F.R. 97.15.
(2) The rules shall reasonably accommodate amateur station communications and shall constitute 
the minimum practicable regulation necessary to accomplish the legislative authority's purpose.
(C) Any legislative authority that denies an application for approval of an amateur station antenna 
structure shall state the reasons for the denial and shall, on appeal, bear the burden of proving that 
the authority's actions are consistent with this section.



FCC DACA...
Washington, D.C. – May 24, 2012.
 The  Federal  Communications  Commission 
adopted a Notice of Inquiry (NOI) FCC-12-53, to 
explore  the  use  of  Deployable  Aerial 
Communications  Architecture  (DACA) 
technologies. These are aerial technologies such as 
unmanned  aerial  vehicles,  weather  balloons  or 
existing  aircraft  that  could  provide  emergency 
communications  during  or  immediately  after  a 
major  disaster,  when  terrestrial  communications 
infrastructures may be damaged or disrupted.
   Noted David Furth, Acting Chief of the FCC’s 
Public  Safety  and  Homeland  Security  Bureau: 
“Ideally,  DACA technologies  could  be  deployed 
rapidly to the scene of a major disaster and enable 
immediate and continuous communications using 
the  devices  that  first  responders  and other  users 
carry with them everyday until the infrastructure is 
restored.”
  Federal,  state,  and  local  governments  are 
constantly  working  to  improve  their  emergency 
communications capabilities. Yet there remains a 
gap during the first  72 hours after a catastrophic 
event when communications may be disrupted or 
completely  disabled  due  to  damaged  facilities, 
widespread power outages, and lack of access by 
restoration  crews  into  the  affected  area.  DACA 
could  provide  emergency  communications  to 
emergency management officials, first responders, 
critical  infrastructure  industry personnel,  and  the 
public, possibly saving lives.
     In its NOI, the Commission seeks comment on:
·  the  deployment  and  operation  of  DACA 
technologies; · the associated costs and benefits; · 
coordinating  and  managing  the  use  of  DACA 
technologies; and · authorizing the use of spectrum 
to support their operation. The Notice of Inquiry 
also addresses DACA system performance issues, 
including  questions  on  coverage  area,  capacity, 
interference  mitigation,  and  interoperability. 
Public comments are due 40 days from publication 
in  the Federal  Register,  and reply comments are 
due 60 days from publication.

DEFINITIONS OF UNITS...
  (From the 1910 National  Bureau of  Standards 
Circular  C29,  December  31,  1910.  Note:  this 
information  has  been superceded in  more  recent 
years.)
   Most of us use and discuss the electrical units of 
volt, ampere, and ohm as if we know exactly what 
they are.  Well,  do  we  really?   Here's  what  the 
experts defined at the London Conference in 1908.
   “The electromotive force of the Weston normal 
cell  derived  from the  international  ohm and the 
international ampere according to the resolutions of 
the  London  Conference  is,  within  one  part  in 
10000, E = 1.01830 international volts at 20° C.

1. The International Ohm is the resistance offered 
to  an  unvarying electric  current  by a  column of 
mercury at the temperature of melting ice, 14.4521 
grams in mass, of a constant cross-sectional  area 
and of a length of 106.300 centimeters. 
2.  The  International  Ampere  is  the  unvarying 
electric  current  which,  when  passed  through  a 
solution of nitrate of silver in water, deposits silver 
at the rate of 0.0011 1800 of a gram per second.
3. The International Volt is the electrical pressure 
which,  when steadily applied to  a  conductor  the 
resistance of which is one international ohm will 
produce a current of one international ampere. 
4 The International  Watt  is  the energy expended 
per second by an unvarying electric current of one 
international ampere under an electric pressure of 
one international volt.”

OET-65 RF SAFETY...
          (from the ARRL  Tech Topics)
  Jim,W6RMK  reports  that  the  IEEE/ANSI  RF 
safety  standard,  C95.1-2005,  can  now  be 
downloaded for free now. OET Bulletin 65 is the 
usual amateur reference and a good summary but 
you can also download the actual standard now.
< 
http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Engineering_Technology/Docu
ments/bulletins/oet65/oet65.pdf  >
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Q FOR CROSSINGS...
     This tidbit of  trivia was contributed by Dave Freeman, 
K8YQL,  months  ago.   Did  you  ever  listen  to  a  train 
whistle and hear the sound of the letter Q in CW as the 
train  is  approaching a  railroad crossing?    Living near 
railroad tracks, I often hear the trains sounding the horns 
at crossings, and the Q is distinctly heard, though at a rate 
far below the speed of a good QSO. 
    
 Apparently sounding the Q is an old tradition. There's 
stories that "Q" goes with "Here Comes The Train" and 
"Q" was sounded by British ships when the Queen was 
onboard and coming into harbor.  Whether the latter is 
true or just a wives-tail story is unknown here. 
   
  On a Blog Post by: KB1LKR on November 15, 2007, 
01:25:38 PM: Because US DOT law requires it. Morse Q 
is  probably  because  it  is  sufficiently  long  and  it  is 
distinctive. 

49 CFR 222.21:
  (a) Except as provided in this part, the locomotive horn  
on the lead locomotive of a train, lite locomotive consist,  
individual locomotive, or lead cab car shall be sounded 
when such  locomotive  or  lead  car  is  approaching  and 
passes through each public highway-rail grade crossing.  
Sounding of the locomotive horn with two long, one short,  
and one long blast shall be initiated at a location so as to  
be in accord with paragraph (b) of this section and shall  
be  repeated or  prolonged  until  the  locomotive  or  train  
occupies  the  crossing.  This  pattern  may  be  varied  as  
necessary where crossings are spaced closely together.
   (b) The locomotive horn shall begin to be sounded at  
least 15 seconds, but no more  than 20 seconds, before the  
locomotive  enters the  crossing,  but  in  no event  shall  a  
locomotive horn sounded in accordance with paragraph 
(a) of this section be sounded  more than one-quarter mile  
(1,320 feet) in advance of the nearest public highway-rail
 grade crossing. 
--------
   So I roamed around on YouTube for a bit. Videos there 
show  the  Canadian  National  Railway  trains  use  the 
"Q"signal also.  
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sVmKp36itmE&feature=related >
   
There are other signals with specific meanings for other 
specific situations. 

<  http://www.jerryandkathy.com/Train_Whistles.htm >

CALLSIGNS FOR THE 
LONDON OLYMPICS...
                (http://gb2rs.podbean.com/ )
  The  London  2012  Olympics  and  Paralympic  Games 
provide an outstanding opportunity to publicise amateur 
radio. To that end, the RSGB negotiated a very limited 
number of special prefixes, 2O12x (two Oscar one two x), 
with the intention that these calls are given an extensive 
airing over the Olympic period this summer.
  Special stations are already planned for London, 2O12L, 
and Wales, 2O12W, and there will be a special callsign 
for the National Radio Centre.
   Groups in Scotland and Northern Ireland are encouraged 
to take advantage of the special callsign secured for their 
region.
   Groups who would like to use the callsigns for all or 
part of the Olympic period should bear in mind that public 
access and good world-wide coverage will be required.
  GB2RS

NEW ZEALAND CALLSIGNS...
    (from Wikipedia)
   The  International  Telecommunication  Union  has 
assigned New Zealand the following call sign blocks for 
all radio communication, broadcasting or transmission:
Call sign block
E5A - E5Z New Zealand - Cook Islands
ZKA - ZMZ New Zealand
   The  E5  prefix  for  the  Cook  Islands  produces  two-
numeral  call  signs  when  the  separating  numeral  is 
attached. The 'E51' prefix is most often used.
   New Zealand assigns two-numeral call signs for the ZL 
and ZK prefixes as well, sometimes where the two digits 
represent  the  number  of  years  an  amateur  have  been 
active.  In  these  cases,  the  first  digit  is  technically  the 
separating  numeral  and  the  second  digit  is  the  first 
character of the suffix. Obviously, this separating numeral 
no  longer  corresponds  to  a  geographical  region  of  the 
country. These are used on a temporary basis.
   For instance, an amateur who has been active for 30 
years  and  currently  is  assigned  call  sign  ZL1xxx  can 
operate as ZL3Øxxx for up to three months.  Similarly a 
club with call ZL4xxx which has been established for 23 
years can operate as ZL23xxx for up to three months.
   In 1969 the ZM prefix  was allowed to celebrate the 
Captain James Cook bicentenary. In 1974 the prefix was 
allowed again to celebrate the Commonwealth Games, as 
well  as in 1989 when the Games returned.  In 1981 the 
ZLØ prefix was allowed for visitors to New Zealand.
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HF RADIO PROPAGATION SITE...
 This  is  a  comprehensive  propagation  resource 
compiled  by Tomas Hood,  editor  of  the propagation 
columns of  CQ, CQ VHF, Popular  Communications, 
and Monitoring Times magazines.  
  Listing  itself  the  “Radiowave  Propagation  Center: 
forecast  +  current  sunspot  cycle  activity,  space 
weather, geomagnetic conditions”  website, 
<  http://prop.hfradio.org/ >   provides  a  full  suite  of 
propagation-related data.
   Here's a list of their data:
High frequency and VHF radio propagation data, solar
and geomagnetic  real-time and historic  data,  sunspot 
activity reports, as well  as forecasts.  Solar Weather, 
Sunspot  activity,  Geomagnetic,  Aurora,  Ionospheric 
reports via eAlerts and webpage,  WAP phone access. 
Live and educational resources,  high frequency radio 
propagation  design  analysis,  line-of-sight  diffraction, 
RF  wireless,  Ham  Radio  HF  propagation  data, 
sunspots,  communications,  geomagnetic  and 
ionospheric  conditions,  flares,  f-layer  and  e-layer 
ionosphere long path and short path transmit, amateur 
radio  propagation  forecasts,  space  weather,  flux, 
coronal holes, and more.

HF PROPAGATION SOFTWARE...

  On that web page is listed what appears to be some 
very interesting software that  you could use on your 
home computer to predict HF band access for highly 
desired DX and etc.

<  http://hfradio.org/ace-hf/  >

  One  wonders  how there  can  be  such  accuracy  in 
predicting propagation after what we saw several years 
ago in MINIPROP and etc.

NO COOKIES
SEARCH ENGINE...

  <  http://duckduckgo.com    >

CARRINGTON EVENT...
                   (from NASA)
   At 11:18 AM on the cloudless morning of Thursday, 
September  1,  1859,  33-year-old  Richard  Carrington, 
widely acknowledged to be one of England's foremost 
solar  astronomers,  was  in  his  well-appointed  private 
observatory.  Just  as  usual  on  every  sunny  day,  his 
telescope was projecting an 11-inch-wide image of the 
sun  on  a  screen,  and  Carrington  skillfully  drew the 
sunspots he saw.  On that morning, he was capturing 
the  likeness  of  an  enormous  group  of  sunspots. 
Suddenly,  before  his  eyes,  two  brilliant  beads  of 
blinding  white  light  appeared  over  the  sunspots, 
intensified  rapidly,  and  became  kidney-shaped. 
Realizing  that  he  was  witnessing  something 
unprecedented  and  "being  somewhat  flurried  by  the 
surprise," Carrington later wrote, "I hastily ran to call 
someone  to  witness  the  exhibition  with  me.  On 
returning within  60  seconds,  I  was mortified to  find 
that it was already much changed and enfeebled." He 
and his  witness  watched the  white  spots  contract  to 
mere pinpoints and disappear. It was 11:23 AM. Only 
five minutes had passed. Just before dawn the next day, 
skies all  over planet Earth erupted in red, green, and 
purple  auroras  so  brilliant  that  newspapers  could  be 
read as easily as in daylight. Indeed, stunning auroras 
pulsated even at near tropical latitudes over Cuba, the 
Bahamas, Jamaica, El Salvador, and Hawaii.
  Even  more  disconcerting,  telegraph  systems 
worldwide  went  haywire.  Spark  discharges  shocked 
telegraph operators and set the telegraph paper on fire. 
Even  when  telegraphers  disconnected  the  batteries 
powering the lines, aurora-induced electric currents in 
the wires still allowed messages to be transmitted.
    A huge solar flare on August 4, 1972, knocked out 
long-distance  telephone  communication  across 
Illinois.That event, in fact, caused AT&T to redesign 
its  power  system for  transatlantic  cables.  A  similar 
flare on March 13, 1989, provoked geomagnetic storms 
that  disrupted  electric  power  transmission  from  the 
Hydro Québec generating station in Canada, blacking 
out most of the province and plunging 6 million people 
into darkness for 9 hours; aurora-induced power surges 
even melted power transformers in New Jersey.
    [ de AF8C – Can this happen again?  Anything like 
these can happen in the future, or even tomorrow.  We 
have become so dependent on the power grid and the 
Internet.  Buy a case of cold beans and some Sterno!]
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 28450 kHz and 147.36 MHz Mondays at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


