


Prez Sez...
   Hope everyone’s Christmas was a good one and that your
new year started out well. We had a few people who didn’t
fare well through the winter but are on the road to recovery
and that is good news.  We are all gad that they are all on
the road to recovery.
 We  are  embarking  on a  brand  new year,  ‘2017’  and  I
believe lots of good things will be coming down the road
for Ham radio and for the club.
  We  all  want  to  thank  everyone  for  all  of  the  great
contesting that  you are doing and for  adding to the club
score.   And I  know that you are all  having a great time
doing it.
  Now to address the elephant in the room as they say.  As
some of you know I do not have a permanent antenna set
up.   A Ham Radio club president  who doesn’t  have and
antenna?  I don’t own the house that I live in and the woods
in our forest are very thin at the top so antennas would get
wiped around and totally destroyed.  But I commit to all of
you to get an antenna setup some how  this spring and add
some to the club scores in the future.  Which also leads me
to say if you have an antenna that needs some help or repair,
let’s all get together and assist where needed to get those
fixed.   Let’s  make  this  club  good  again  in  the  scoring
department.   That  doesn’t  mean  to  sell  your  soul  to
contesting just work some and have a great time doing it.
We are all busy and that is understood.  If you work a few
contests a year more than last year we will  move farther
along in the scoring department.

   – de N8WB, Stephen, the president

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club, our
members assist in this activity every year. Our next
opportunity will be on Saturday May 20.  We can
also  support  other  activities  on  short  notice.  In
general,  radio  net  activity  provide   virtual  public
service  practice  and  keeps  our  radios  in  tested
operation and weeds out problems.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL). Many interesting discussions occur and
often  with  no  prior  planning.  However,  you  must
have a clear shot at the repeater's receiving antenna
to  use  an  HT.  Please  consider  your  2m  antenna
systems and how they perform for the net. We are on
at 9 p.m. local Mondays.

FUTURE PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  on  the  new  list  for
programs:   DMR, QSLing,  openSPOT, Field  Day,
Surface  Mount  Technology,  Satellites,  EZNEC,
Dxpeditions, Propagation, and Audio Technology.
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PARITY ACT GOING TO SENATE...
                             (from  ARRL news  01/24/2017 )

   Just 10 days after being introduced, the 2017 Amateur Radio Parity Act legislation, H.R. 555, passed the U.S. House
of Representatives this week on unanimous consent under a suspension of House rules. The bill’s language is identical 
to that of the 2015 measure, H.R. 1301, which won House approval late last summer after attracting 126 co-sponsors, 
but failed to clear the U.S. Senate last fall as the 114th Congress wound down. The new bill, again sponsored by Rep. 
Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), was introduced on January 13 with initial co-sponsorship by Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT) and 
Rep. Greg Walden, W7EQI (R-OR), who chairs the influential House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
  “The grassroots effort of Amateur Radio operators across this nation in support of the Amateur Radio Parity Act has 
been remarkable, nothing like we have ever seen before,” ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, said. “To all hams, 
keep going! Now is the time to charge forward with that same momentum to the Senate. We can do it!” The bill 
arrives in the U.S. Senate with ample time in which to garner its approval through an education campaign.
   “We’re very encouraged by the speed with which this bill made it through the House. It’s amazing that this 
happened,” said ARRL Hudson Division Director Mike Lisenco, N2YBB, who has been at the forefront of the 
legislative initiative. “With the help of ARRL members, we believe we can get this done,” Lisenco continued. “We 
came within a hair’s breadth last time, with 110,000 e-mails to members of both houses of Congress, as well as letters 
and telephone calls. Member participation in this final push is critical.”
   H.R. 555 calls on the FCC to establish rules prohibiting the application of deed restrictions that preclude Amateur 
Radio communications on their face or as applied. Deed restrictions would have to impose the minimum practicable 
restriction on Amateur Radio communications to accomplish the lawful purposes of homeowners association seeking 
to enforce the restriction.



AUTOMATIC LOTW CERTIFICATE 
BACKUP...
  If you use Logbook Of The World (LOTW) AND you
keep TQSL updated to the latest revision, it's still possible
that you may have been keeping around on some backup
media one of those P12 files from yesteryear.  That file is
supposed  to  be  your  ticket  to  reinstalling  your  TQSL
certificates whenever your old computer dies or you are
going to upgrade to a Windows 10 laptop on your birthday
just because. Well,  sometime along the way the ARRL
LOTW software engineers changed the type of file (file
extension and perhaps more) that is  to be used for  the
certificate backup.

  First of  all,  the backup file  is  called "tqslconfig.tbk".
Most likely it's in the LOTW folder (wherever that is) on
your  computer.  So,  it  would  be  nice  to  have  that  file
always up to date,  correct?   There's  a way to do that!
Below is the setup procedure for doing that.  But don't
forget that important part of computer use and back up the
.tbk often.

  Run TQSL.  Click on the FILE word in the top left menu
line. Next find the line "Display or Modify Preferences"
and select that. In the next dialog box find and click the
little box next to "Allow automatic configuration backup".
Also, in the line below you need to enter the complete
path  to  the  folder  where you  want  the  .tbk  file  saved.
Likely TQSL is showing you a default file path already,
and likely that's in your LOTW folder. But you can change
it.   If you are a computer techie and have a networked
server for backup, you can point to the desired location.
Finally click  the  OK box  and get  out  the whole  setup
system. Now, next time you run LOTW and exit LOTW
an automatic fresh .tbk file will be created. And ditto for
every time after that.   [de- AF8C]

ITU REGS 110 YEARS OLD…
    (from the ARRL Web pages)

12/13/2016
 This  year  marked  the  110th  anniversary  of  the
International  Telecommunication  Union  (ITU)  Radio
Regulations — the international treaty supporting mobile
communication  services  including  Amateur  Radio.  ITU
paid  tribute  on  December  12  to  the  international
cooperation  among  member  states  that  the  Radio
Regulations represent. The ITU Radio Regulations govern
the  use  of  the  radio  frequency  spectrum  and  satellite
orbits. The treaty “ensures interference-free operation of

radiocommunication  systems  and  provide  all  countries
with equitable access to the radio spectrum — a scarce
natural resource that does not distinguish between national
borders  and  needs  to  be  harmonized  globally,”  ITU
explained in a news release.

 ITU  Secretary-General  Houlin  Zhao  proclaimed  the
Radio  Regulations  “a  success  story  of  international
cooperation  through  consensus  building  among  its
member  states  with  the  inestimable  support  of
telecommunication industry partners.” He said that with
the growing complexity of an interconnected world and
wireless  systems,  it’s  “more  important  than  ever  to
maintain the pace and efficiency of radiocommunication
conferences to ensure the timely and responsive evolution
of  this  precious  instrument.”  The  next  World
Radiocommunication Conference is in 2019.

 Established  on  November  3,  1906,  at  the  first
International Radio Telegraph Convention in Berlin, the
Radio Regulations have grown with 110 years of revisions
and  innovations  into  the  current  five-volume  treaty  of
2000 pages, covering more than 40 radiocommunication
services and spectrum ranging from 9 kHz to 3,000 GHz.
The 2016 version was adopted by consensus at WRC-15.

CIA STORY ON OLD SOVIET UNION
HAM RADIO…
               (from the ARRL Web pages)
01/25/2017
  Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  reports  about
Amateur Radio in the former Soviet Union (including the
Baltic  States) and Warsaw Pact member countries have
been declassified to a new searchable online database, the
CIA  Freedom  of  Information  Act  (FOIA)  Electronic
Reading Room.
  Documents  include  translations  and  assessments  of
Amateur  Radio  clubs,  including  Soviet  DOSAAF
(Volunteer  Society  for  Cooperation  with  the  Army,
Aviation,  and  Fleet)  groups;  training;  monitoring
Sputniks; technology and equipment, and even QSL cards.
    All documents have been declassified and occasionally
“sanitized” and made available to the public for the first
time in this archive. Some of these documents were only
available previously in a closed system at the US National
Archives. 
 — Thanks to Southgate Amateur Radio News via Andy
Thomas, G0SFJ
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)
Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
3Y0Z,2018 Jan20,2018 Feb28,Bouvet I
5H3MB,2017 Mar14,2017 Apr12,Tanzania
5J0NA,2017 Feb13,2017 Feb27,San Andres & Providencia
5U5R,2017 Mar08,2017 Mar21,Niger
6W2SC,2017 Jan20,2017 Mar03,Senegal
8P9AL,2017 Feb22,2017 Mar07,Barbados
9G5X,2017 Mar07,2017 Mar21,Ghana
9N1MD,2017 Apr01,2017 Apr30,Nepal
9X2AW,2017 Feb03,2017 Mar11,Rwanda
A35W,2017 Jan24,2017 Jan31,Tonga
AH2P,2017 Mar29,2017 Apr17,Guam
CE0Y,2017 Feb10,2017 Feb17,Easter I
CE0Z,2017 Feb21,2017 Feb24,Juan Fernandez
CU9AB,2017 Jan27,2017 Jan29,Azores
E51,2017 Apr28,2017 May13,South Cook Is
E51AMF,2017 Jan11,2017 Feb06,North Cook Is
E51AMF,2017 Feb08,2017 Feb18,South Cook Is
E51KTA,2017 Mar10,2017 Mar19,South Cook Is
E51WWA,2017 Jan09,2017 Jan27,South Cook Is
FG,2017 Feb02,2017 Feb08,Guadeloupe
FG,2017 Jan16,2017 Feb02,Guadeloupe
FP,2017 Jul04,2017 Jul18,St Pierre & Miquelon
FS,2017 May01,2017 May15,St Martin
HC1MD,2017 Jan22,2017 Feb08,Ecuador
HC8,2017 Aug01,2017 Aug31,Galapagos
HD8M,2017 Sep14,2017 Sep21,Galapagos
HH8,2017 Jan13,2017 Jan25,Haiti
HI1UD,2017 Jan25,2017 Feb01,Dominican Republic
HK0,2017 Feb13,2017 Mar07,San Andres & Providencia
HP,2017 Feb10,2017 Feb22,Panama
J5UAP,2017 Jan20,2017 Mar03,Guinea Bissau
J7,2017 Jan20,2017 Feb01,Dominica
KG4,2017 Feb10,2017 Feb24,Guantanamo
KH1,2017 Sep01,2017 Sep14,Baker & Howland Is
KH2,2017 Jan20,2017 Feb22,Guam
LU1ZI,2017 Jan06,2017 Feb28,South Shetland Is
PJ4B,2017 Jan08,2017 Jan25,Bonaire
PJ7,2017 Feb17,2017 Feb25,Sint Maarten
PJ7,2017 Jun14,2017 Jun28,Sint Maarten
PY0F,2017 Feb15,2017 Feb21,Fernando de Noronha
RI0C,2017 Jul20,2017 Jul24,Russia (Asia)
S21ZBA,2017 Jan15,2017 Jan19,Bangladesh
T2,2017 Mar14,2017 Apr04,Tuvalu
T8,2017 Jan12,2017 Jan18,Palau
T8,2017 Jun16,2017 Jun23,Palau
T88DT,2017 Feb17,2017 Feb21,Palau
T8CW,2017 Jun09,2017 Jun18,Palau
TF,2017 Jan20,2017 Jan26,Iceland
TG9,2017 Jan10,2017 Jan24,Guatemala
TL8TT,2017 Feb01,2017 Feb14,Central African Rep
TO7D,2017 Jan19,2017 Mar09,Guadeloupe

TU,2017 Mar09,2017 Mar19,Ivory Coast
TU5MH,2017 Jan22,2017 Feb02,Ivory Coast
TX5T,2017 Feb13,2017 Mar03,Austral Is
V31AX,2017 Jan09,2017 Jan31,Belize
V31RF,2017 Jan09,2017 Feb06,Belize
V31VP,2017 Feb09,2017 Feb14,Belize
V4,2017 Feb14,2017 Feb20,St Kitts & Nevis
V5,2017 Feb06,2017 Feb18,Namibia
V63,2017 Jan04,2017 Jan22,Micronesia
V633KS,2017 Mar19,2017 Apr03,Micronesia
V63DX,2017 Feb17,2017 Feb24,Micronesia
V73XG,2017 Apr05,2017 Apr13,Marshall Is
VP2VAW,2017 Jan14,2017 Jan21,Br Virgin Is
VP5VJG,2017 Jan17,2017 Jan19,Turks & Caicos
VP6EU,2017 Feb16,2017 Mar05,Pitcairn I
VP8,2017 Jan15,2017 Jan22,Falkland Is
VP8,2017 Jan23,2017 Jan30,Falkland Is
VP8,2017 Jan31,2017 Feb04,Falkland Is
VQ9HF,2017 Jan20,2017 Jan27,Chagos
XW4XR,2017 Jan03,2017 Jan21,Laos
XX9D,2017 Feb13,2017 Feb26,Macao
YJ,2017 Jan20,2017 Feb23,Vanuatu
ZC4SB,2017 Jan11,2017 Jan25,Cyprus SBA
ZD8SC,2017 Jan11,2017 Jan22,Ascension I
ZF2AB,2017 Apr29,2017 May06,Cayman Is
ZF2CJ,2017 Mar20,2017 Mar24,Cayman Is
ZF2PG,2017 Jan14,2017 Jan22,Cayman Is
ZS8Z,2017 Jan07,2017 Jan30,PE & Marion Is

Bold faced lines are entities listed in the top of the ClubLog 
most wanted list.

RANGE OF THE UK...
                       (From Wikipedia)
The United Kingdom (UK) comprises four countries: England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Also there are the current overseas territories.
The British Overseas Territories are:

Akrotiri and Dhekelia (Cyprus)
Anguilla
Bermuda
British Antarctic Territory
British Indian Ocean Territory (Diego Garcia)
British Virgin Islands
Cayman Islands
Falkland Islands
Gibraltar
Montserrat
Pitcairn Islands
Saint Helena
Ascension Island
Tristan da Cunha
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Turks and Caicos Islands
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WSJT, JT65, AND JT9…
                  (from the ARRL Web pages)
New Digital Modes Gain Traction for Moonbounce, but
Occasionally Show Up on HF
01/10/2017

  In  December,  Joe  Taylor,  K1JT,  released  the  latest
version (1.7) of his WSJT-X software suite, designed to
facilitate basic Amateur Radio communication using very
weak  signals  (WSJT  stands  for  “Weak  Signal
communication by K1JT”). Version 1.7 included the new
modes  MSK144  and  QRA64,  as  well  as  ISCAT
(ionospheric  scatter).  MSK144  and  QRA64  (and
QRA64A)  are  finding a  home within  the  VHF Earth-
Moon-Earth (EME, or  moonbounce) and meteor-scatter
communities, but QRA64A signals also have turned up
on 160 meters, which poses its own challenges to weak
signals.

  “QRA64A QSOs are being made nightly on 160 meters,
of  all  places,  and QRA64 activity on 2-meter  EME is
becoming significant,  especially  on  weekends,”  Taylor
remarked in a January 9 update posted to the Moon-Net
reflector,  pointing out  that  QRA64 is decoding signals
down to about –28 dB signal-to-noise.

  But Taylor does not advise a wholesale shift to the use
of QRA64 on the HF bands — at least just yet. “It’s okay
to play with  and test  QRA64 at  HF,  if  you wish,”  he
commented  recently  on  the  WSJT  Development
discussion group. “Some of our earliest tests of the mode
were  done  on  the  20-meter  and  30-meter  bands.”  He
suggested,  though,  that  HF  operators  stick  with  JT65,
“not  least  because,  at  present,  we  have  included  no
‘multi-decode’  capability  for  the  QRA64  decoder.  It’s
made to decode just one signal in the passband.”

  In the WSJT-X Version 1.7 User Guide, Taylor pointed
out  QRA64’s  several  advantages  over  JT65,  including
better  performance  on  the  very  weakest  signals.  “We
imagine that,  over time, it  may replace JT65 for  EME
use,” he wrote. “JT9 was originally designed for the LF,
MF,  and lower  HF bands.  Its  submode JT9A is  2  dB
more sensitive than JT65, while using less than 10% of
the bandwidth.”

  Taylor  told ARRL that  he expects JT65 and JT9 to
remain the preferred modes for making “minimal QSOs”

at  HF for  some years  to  come.  “QRA64 is  1-3 dB
more sensitive than JT65 or JT9; this is important for
EME, but much less so at HF, because one can usually
run  20  W  instead  of  10  W,  when  the  going  gets
rough.”

  These  modes  use  1-minute  timed  sequences  of
alternating  transmission  and  reception,  so  a  basic
contact  can  take  up  to  6  minutes  —  two  or  three
transmissions by each station, one transmitting on odd
UTC minutes and the other on even.

  Taylor said that MSK144 “is quickly becoming the
mode for meteor scatter,” at least in North America
and Europe. “Unlike FSK441 — the older standard
mode for meteor scatter — MSK144 uses strong error
correction  and  JT65-like  messages.  Messages  are
displayed in  complete form or  not  at  all,  and false
decodes are rare. Last week, we introduced an ‘SWL’
feature that allows decoding of MSK144 ‘Sh’ (short)
messages directed to someone other than yourself.”

NEW MAINSTREAM HAM BAND?...
          (from the ARRL Web pages)
01/05/2017
  The  coordinator  of  the  ARRL’s  WD2XSH 600-
Meter Experimental Group — Fritz Raab, W1FR —
said in his latest  quarterly report  that 630 meters is
becoming quite active, with both Amateur Radio and
Part 5 Experimental stations taking advantage of the
band, which is still not available in the US.
  “Band activity has  been very high,  and there are
often more WSPR stations — more than 110 stations
— on 472 kHz than on 80 or 160 meters!” Raab said.
WSPR, which stands for  “Weak Signal  Propagation
Reporter,”  is  software designed for  transmitting and
receiving low-power transmissions to test propagation
paths on MF and HF.
  “In a sense, 630 meters has become a mainstream
ham band, in spite of not being authorized in the US,”
Raab  said.  To  boost  activity,  a  second  annual
Midwinter  630-Meter  Operating Activity  Night  will
take place on February 4-5. Details will be announced.
   [Summarizing: The FCC is working, in the midst of
our new political world, to write Part 97 rules that will
open up to us 630 meters and  2200 meters per WRC-
12.]
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


