


What was the President Thinking?

He was thinking that we were all very blessed to pass into
another  year  from Christmas on  through  the  New Year.
That we as a club should look at growing more and open
ourselves for the new opportunities that may come our way
as a club and personally.  That we should not be satisfied
with the "Status Quo" as a club or personally and really do
some growing this year.  That we should look forward to
this years upcoming HAM events, that we all do as a club
and embrace them and also enjoy them without arguments,
attitudes, or emotions.  We are all emotional people but let's
put  that  to  work as  the  energy to  move us as a club to
greatness.  We can do very awesome things if we just put
our minds and hearts into them.

I am leaving for Israel on Monday February 10th after the
Friday meeting and I will go there knowing I have a great
club to return to.  You are all my friends, let's unleash the
club  this  year  do  wonderful  things.   Let's  set  aside  any
differences that we have or may have and make amateur
radio great again with the West Park Radiops Club!  You
are all great at what you do even better than what I can write
on paper.  You are one of Cleveland's greatest clubs, let's
grow!

Stephen Kinford - N8WB

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
   The  Lakewood  Charitable  Assistance  Corp.
delivery of  Thanksgiving and Christmas food to
disadvantaged families in Lakewood occurred in
November  and  December.   West  Park  Radiops
volunteers K8VUS, W8KH, W8IDM, N8CX, and
AF8C helped sort and deliver hundreds of pounds
of  food  articles.  As  an  ARRL Special  Service
Club, our members assist this activity every year.
More members helping would be welcome.  We
do it again in May 2014. Come and help.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many
interesting discussions  are  being  summarized  in
our almost weekly net reports. However, you must
have  a  clear  shot  at  the  repeater's  receiving
antenna  to  use  an  HT.  We  can't  fool  Mother
Nature!
2014 MEETING PROGRAMS...
  The following topics are on the list  for  2014
programs.   SKYWARN,  antenna  tuners,  Skype
with Bob Heil, shack videos, possible fox hunt in
nice weather, and a 50A Field Day station video.
And then there's our Field Day planning. As the
snow  falls  now,  Field  Day  is  right  around  the
corner!
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ARRL's SYMBOL RATE PETITION...
       (January 9, 2014 in The ARRL Letter, edited here for space)

In RE: ARRL's "symbol rate" Petition for Rule Making (RM-11708)

   RM-11708 proposes to drop the symbol rate limit in §97.307(f) of the FCC Amateur Service rules, substituting a maximum 
occupied bandwidth of 2.8 kHz for HF data emissions.  The League's petition now tops the FCC's list of "Most Active Proceedings." 
More than 800 comments were filed as of January 7, some of them posted  after the December 23 cut-off date and most favoring the 
ARRL's proposal. The ARRL said its suggested 2.8 kHz maximum bandwidth reflects a balanced approach that will permit all 
currently used data emissions, encourage experimentation with data emissions that the current symbol rate restriction prohibits, and 
preclude the use of wider-bandwidth data emissions that could usurp the limited RTTY/data subbands. The League said, its Petition is 
intended to impose "a limitation on the maximum bandwidth of data emissions where none exists now."  Given state-of-the-art data 
technologies, the League said, there is no necessary correlation between the symbol rate and the bandwidth of a data emission. The 
current symbol rate "acts only as a limit on the efficiency of data emissions in the HF bands as a practical matter, and as an artificial 
and arbitrary filter on the types of emissions that can be utilized by radio amateurs."
  The ARRL said [some] comments opposed to its initiative reflect a "fundamental misunderstanding" of the petition's intent. Some of 
those opposing its petition, the ARRL went on to say, expressed the belief that the proposed rule change would impose wider-
Bandwidth data emissions in spectrum where narrow-bandwidth modes such as CW and PSK31 now operate, to the detriment of the 
narrow-bandwidth modes. Other opponents contended that the Petition will benefit a few operators at the expense of the many now 
operating narrowband data, RTTY, and CW on the HF bands. 
   Its Petition, the ARRL concluded, "is not a referendum on the value of MF or HF data emissions or data experimentation in those 
bands," but intended to encourage experimentation now restricted artificially by outdated rules. "It is instead a proposal to delete 
outdated limitations on Amateur Radio experimentation, which Commission policy supports, and which the basis and purpose of the 
Amateur Radio Service necessitates."   The League said, its Petition is intended to impose "a limitation on the maximum bandwidth of 
data emissions where none exists now." Given state-of-the-art data technologies, the League said, there is no necessary correlation 
between the symbol rate and the bandwidth of a data emission. The current symbol rate "acts only as a limit on the efficiency of data 
emissions in the HF bands as a practical matter, and as an artificial and arbitrary filter on the types of emissions that can be utilized by 
radio amateurs."



FEEDING THE FIRE...
   The following is a short story about standing waves and 
open wire feeders.

     We all know that all  transmission lines have standing
waves  impressed  on them unless  there  is  a  perfect  match
between the antenna and the transmission line.  About four
decades ago, one of my mentors, Don, W8IDM, put me on to
the idea of using a dipole fed with open-wire feeders and a
balanced line tuner to make a multi-band antenna.  The tuner
circuit came out of Bill Orr’s Amateur Handbook.  It worked
very well.   I  used 450-ohm open-wire feeders.  To get the
feeders over the gutter of the house I used a piece of wood
with two slits in it.

     In the interim, I built a homebrew 4-1000 linear amplifier
– it also worked very well.  Don was guest operator at my
station  for  CW  sweepstakes.   At  that  time,  my  call  was
WA8YWX.  A few weekends before I had operated Phone
sweepstakes  with  no  problem.   Don  came  down  and
everything was going well, until he went on 80.  The SWR
indicator started acting strange.  I went outside and I found
the piece of  wood that was dressing the feeders had burn
marks on it.  As Don explained, the voltage and current peaks
move up depending on frequency.  Lesson learned!

    Fast forward to 2013.  This summer I had to remove my
monster 20 beam from a 70-foot tower.  (How big was the
beam, ask Glenn AF8C.)  In order to gain access I had to
disconnect the open wire feeders to the 160M inverted-V that
is off the 120-foot tower.  I also had a lawn mower accident
where  in  I  trimmed  some  of  the  feed-line  with  the  lawn
mower.  I thought I had patched enough line onto the feed-
line, but I did not.  I knew it was short, but did not know how
short.  During  this  year’s  CW  sweepstakes  Jim,  K8MR,
operated and we detected an “RF in the shack” problem.  He
operated around it. 

Then came the ARRL 160-meter contest.  I tuned the tuner,
etc. up.  Everything appeared all right, until I added power to
the setup.  I forgot that there were curtains draped across the
feeder coming out  of the tuner.  (XYL’s idea!)   The SWR
started acting up when the power got to about 400 watts and I
heard strange noises.  I went to the tuner (which is remote
from the operating position) and lo and behold, I found the
curtains  nicely  ablaze.   Thank  goodness  for  a  fire
extinguisher!.  That only goes to show – HISTORY DOES
REPEAT ITSELF.  PS I am a slow learner!

The cure was to add about 8 feet of feed-line.  This way it
moved the spike outside.  Everything appears all right now.
– de AC8E, John

HAM ESTATES...
    Most hams have a hard time getting rid of old equipment,
so there is a time when someone else will have to do it for
them. Their families, if they are anything like mine, know that
the  ham  had  a  lot  of  equipment  but  they  do  not  know
anything about it except that it is probably worth something
and shouldn’t be put out with the trash. They may fear that
someone will offer to buy everything for a ridiculously low
price. This is when you get the phone call asking for your
help in disposing of the radio equipment in a fair way.
   If you volunteer to help, realize that this not a small job and
you  have  a  responsibility  to  do  it  properly.  You  should
consider getting someone to work with you. The first thing
you  have  to  do  is  prepare  an  inventory  of  the  station
equipment and it helps if one person locates and describes the
equipment and a second person records it. This is especially
important in deciding what equipment has value and what is
merely  junk  .  You  must  discuss  these  decisions  with the
family to be sure they agree with your assessment.
   The next problem is deciding the value of the equipment
you have decided to keep. Ask for help from people who are
familiar with buying and selling ham radio equipment. Your
decisions  will  be  based  on  how  much  time  you  have  to
complete  the  job.  The  greatest  pressure  comes  when  the
family  intends to  sell  the  house  and  wants  the  equipment
removed as soon as  possible.  You may want  to  bring the
equipment to the next hamfest or try selling it on the internet.
   Regardless of how you sell the equipment, keep a written
record of all  transactions and furnish a copy to the family
when you give them the money from the sales. Have them
sign a copy of  the  record,  showing that  they received the
money from you. Also keep a record of your sale expenses
such  as  hamfest  tables  and  discuss  them  as  part  of  the
transactions.
   Inform them that some items did not sell and offer to return
the items. Or you can store the items until they can be sold at
a later date.  The family may want you to donate the items for
radio club door prizes if they do not sell.
   -de  Don, W8IDM    January 17, 2014
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
Courtesy of the NG3K website

Jan24 - Feb12 Amsterdam I FT5ZM

Jan24 - Feb15 Mauritius 3B8

Jan31 - Feb04 Bhutan A52JR

Feb15 - Mar05 Vietnam XV2BM

Feb18 - Feb23 New Caledonia FK

Feb25 - Mar21 Cambodia XU7ACQ

Mar01 - Mar11 Christmas I VK9X

Mar10 - Mar23 Sri Lanka 4S7

Mar13 - Mar26 Chatham I ZL7/OE2SNL

Mar20 - Apr01 Austral Is TX6G

Mar21 - Apr04 Mayotte TO7BC

Mar23 - Mar31 Fiji              3D2FJ

Mar28 - Apr09 Mellish Reef VK9MT

Mar23 - Mar31 Fiji 3D2FJ

Mar28 - Apr09 Mellish Reef VK9MT

Apr03 - Apr16 Nauru C21

Apr04 - Apr18 Tonga A35

Apr29 - May07 Palau T88ST

May02 - May28 Mauritius 3B8

Aug16 - Aug24 Tonga A35

Aug25 - Sep01 Fiji 3D2

Oct13 - Oct29 Lord Howe I  VK9L

Oct30 - Nov10 Tromelin I  FR/t

Jan01.15- Jan31 Heard I        VK0

Sep15.15- Oct06 Tristan da Cunha  ZD9TT

8th AREA INCOMING QSL BUREAU 
THE DO's and DON'Ts...
  (from the ARRL 8th Area Incoming DX bureau)
DO keep self-addressed 5x7 or 6x9 envelopes on 
file with your call in the upper left corner but don't 
put your return address in that upper left corner. 
Affix at least one ounce of postage to each. After 
checking the Letter Manager list on the web site, 
you may send your SASE directly to your Letter 
Manager.
DO put your Call Sign on the outside of all 
envelopes containing SASEs or requests for
information, sent to the Bureau or your Letter 
Manager. This will keep your envelope from 
having to be opened by Bureau Staff to determine 
where it should be forwarded.
DO  keep envelopes at all Letters and Bureaus 
where you expect to receive Cards. If you have had
a call sign change, we have no way of forwarding 
your old cards to your new Letter Manager, so
please have an SASE waiting at both the old and 
new call sign Letter Managers Bureau.
DO include your E-Mail address with all 
correspondence to the Bureau or your Letter 
Manager.
DO send the bureau enough postage to cover the 
SASE on file and enough to cover postal rate
increases. (Use “FOREVER” stamps!)
DO respond quickly to any bureau request for more
SASE or additional postage. Remember, unclaimed
cards are the bureau's single biggest problem.
DO include an SASE with any information request 
to the bureau.
DO notify the bureau in writing if you don't want 
your cards.
DON'T expect DX cards to arrive for at least a 
year after contact. Overseas delivery is very slow. 
Most cards are over a year old when received by 
the Bureau.
DON'T send your outgoing cards to this bureau. 
Browse to ARRL to find out about the ARRL
outgoing bureau service.
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QSL BUREAU S.O.P. ...

from the 8th Area QSL bureau 
< http://arrl-greatlakes.org/8th_bureau.htm >

If  you  work  DX  at  all,  you  should  expect
eventually  to  receive  bureau  cards,  especially  if
you work any DX contest. Do not forget that most
SWL's send via the bureau. So not only might you
receive cards from the station you worked, but also
from SWL's. 

Unclaimed cards are the bureau's biggest problem.
Send  NON-clasp-fastening,  end-opening  5x7  or
6x9 envelopes  Unless you receive lots and lots of
bureau cards  DO NOT send more than  three or
four  SASE (self addressed stamped envelopes) at a
time.  DO  NOT  use  envelopes  smaller  or  larger
than  5x7  or  6x9.  Non-standard  and  padded
envelopes  may be  returned  to  you  empty.   DO
NOT  sent  9x12  envelopes,  #10  or  smaller
envelopes, nor padded envelopes.

Several of the Letter Managers are moving to or
have implemented a  cash basis  process for  their
letters. This has been done because of the frequent
postage rate changes and the futility of  trying to
keep appropriate postage on the envelopes.

Most of our Letter Managers have email access. If
you have an EMAIL address, PLEASE INCLUDE
IT whenever you write to the bureau or your Letter
Manager. 

Make sure to include your EMAIL address when
you  send  SASEs  to  the  bureau  or  your  Letter
Manager as well. 

If your EMAIL address or USPS address changes,
make sure you notify your Letter Manager of the
change. It is very easy to forget to do that!  If your
USPS  address  changes,  you  should  also  file  a
change of  address  with  the  FCC.   You  will  be
operating ILLEGALLY if you do not do that!

When  you  prepare  envelopes  for  us,  NEATLY
print your call, in BLOCK LETTERS , in the upper
left  corner,  in  the  place  where  a  normal  return
address goes. Do NOT put your own address in the
upper left corner under your call sign!

Address each envelope to  yourself  in the center.
[Because you are an amateur radio operator, you
can also put your call sign there too.]
 
Remember, these are your cards. If we can't read
your call  or the postman can't read your address,
you  won't  get  them.  If  you  have  a  change  of
address, send us address labels to cover your old
address.  Many people write  so large, there is no
room to write a change of address on their SASE.
Don't be tempted to write larger just because the
envelope is larger. [The Post Office does not need
the larger lettering and we don't either.]

The Standard Operating Guidelines for ARRL QSL
Bureaus  states:  "QSL  cards  on  file  which  are
unclaimed for a period longer than 90 days may be
destroyed  by  the  Bureau  Manager  (or  Letter
Manager) without further authority." 

NEW STUFF...

A new (2014) DX Cluster Website:

www.dxheat.com

If you use Windows 8.x, Windows 7, or Windows
XP, the following Graphical User Interface allows
you to get back to doing real work like you did
before everything changed after Windows XP:

www.classicshell.net

If  you  want  to  track  the  latest  projections  for
Dxpedition startups, you use this Website:

www.ng3k.com
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


