


Prez Sez...

  Hello all!  Well, with the great weather we have had, 
it’s hard not to think that spring and warm weather are 
not far away. Of course, some think that the worst is 
yet to come and we will take a big hit all at once.
  At  the  January  meeting,  we began  discussion  of 
Field Day. It  comes up so rapidly that  it’s  good to 
start  planning  early.  Kevin,  K8VUS,  tossed  the 
gauntlet last year for the club to find a new site, other 
than his home. Please, everyone, come up with some 
ideas. Glenn did a video of a possible location before 
last years Field Day.  Perhaps we can look into it.
  Also, don’t  forget  about ideas for or third Friday 
programs.  If  there  is  a  topic  you  are  interested  in 
please let us know. Chances are, that there are others 
who are just as interested..
  Okay, that’s it  for now. See everyone at the next 
meeting. We have had really good turnouts lately and 
that’s good for all the West Park members.

vy best 73s to all,
Al, N8CX
President
.

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…
 The next LCAC delivery will occur in the spring of 
2012.   On  December  17   Kevin  K8VUS,  Ken 
W8KH, Al, N8CX, and Glenn AF8C helped with the 
pre-Christmas food deliveries.   More helpers  from 
West Park are always welcome..
  In June, 2012, we will support the North Olmsted 
All  Scouts  Weekend amateur  radio  demonstration. 
Summer is coming!

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, on 28450 kHz +/- and 147.36+, 
many interesting discussions have been summarized 
in our almost weekly net reports.  Our Skype check-
ins  have  been  working  well  with  a  few technical 
glitches now and then.  Remote check-ins so far have 
been: K8GVK(MI), K3USC(FL), W8NNX (FL).

FIELD DAY 2012 ...
  We are in  need of  ideas  on how and where to 
conduct Field Day in June 2012. Should we have a 
generator and go with 100 watt operation or go QRP 
in the Field? We would even need the field! Got any 
ideas?  Think about it!  Talk it up at the meetings!
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WRC-12 ...
    (from ARRL Web pages, 01/29/12

  On WRC-12: World Radiocommunication Conference 2012  Begins in 
Switzerland, Considers Secondary MF Amateur Allocat ion The World 
Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) opened in Ge neva, 
Switzerland on Monday, January 23. Attendees will r eview and 
revise the Radio Regulations, the international tre aty governing 
the use of radio frequency spectrum and satellite o rbits. One of 
the items to be considered at WRC-12 is Agenda Item  1.23: To 
consider an allocation of about 15 kHz in parts of the band 415-
526.5 kHz to the Amateur Service on a secondary bas is, taking into 
account the need to protect existing services.

  More than 3000 participants -- representing more than 150 out of 
the International Telecommunication Union's 193 Mem ber States -- 
are expected to attend the four-week conference. Ab out 100 
Observers from among the ITU's 700 private sector m embers – along 
with international organizations, including the Int ernational 
Amateur Radio Union -- are also in attendance. A nu mber of WRC-12 
delegates are radio amateurs.



ARRL/TAPR CONFERENCE...
                      (from ARRL  Web pages, 01/05/12 )

Technology News: 
  Videos  of  2011  ARRL/TAPR  Digital  Communications 
Conference Now Available Online.
   Amateur Radio Video News (ARVN) has released high-
definition  videos  of  all  the  talks  presented  at  the 2011 
ARRL/TAPR  Digital  Communications  Conference  (DCC), 
held  September  16-18.  The  programs  are  now  available 
online  on  the  ARVN  website.  The  DCC  is  a  three-day 
conference on Amateur Radio digital technology. Among the 
video presentations are 18 seminars,  the Saturday Banquet 
and  the  welcome  introduction  by  TAPR  Chairman  Steve 
Bible, N7HPR. According to ARVN Producer Gary Pearce, 
KN4AQ, most of the talks are fairly technical, although there 
are four separate sessions that cover "Intro to" topics. "All of 
the talks -- except the 'Intro to' talks -- were shot in three-
camera  high-definition,  with  wireless  mics  for  'close-up' 
audio  of  the presenter,  as well  as the question-and-answer 
period," he explained.  "The 'Intro to' talks were shot with a 
single, standard-definition camera. This year, Pearce decided 
to release the programs on the web instead of the DVDs that 
have been produced in previous years (although the DVDs 
will  be  available  later).  "I  wanted  to  make  the  programs 
available more quickly and easily to a worldwide audience," 
he  said.   "The  web  has  become  an  easy,  high-quality 
distribution medium."

LOTW & CQ...
              (from ARRL  Web pages, 01/24/12 )
Logbook of The World to Now Support CQ Awards

   The ARRL and CQ Communications, Inc have signed an 
agreement  to  begin  providing  support  for  CQ-sponsored 
operating  awards  by  the  ARRL's  Logbook  of  the  World 
(LoTW) electronic confirmation system. The agreement was 
announced jointly on January 24 by ARRL Chief Operating 
Officer  Harold  Kramer,  WJ1B,  and  CQ  Communications 
President Richard Ross, K2MGA.

   CQ's awards will be the first non-ARRL awards supported 
by LoTW and will be phased in beginning with the CQ WPX 
award,  with additional  CQ awards to  follow.  The ARRL's 
LoTW system -- an interactive database recording contacts 
between radio amateurs – was created in 2003 and has been 
adopted by 47,500 radio amateurs worldwide. It already has 
records of 400 million contacts and is growing weekly. The 
target date for beginning LoTW support for WPX is April 1, 
2012. Amateurs will be able to use LoTW logs to generate 
lists of confirmed contacts to be submitted for WPX credit. 
Standard LoTW credit fees and CQ award fees will apply. 

ON THE LINKS...
                     (OPINION ALERT!!)
   This is not about golfing. Here's an excerpt from a Web 
page:
  
   “The FBI, Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and Earthlink 
have jointly issued a warning on how the growing ranks of  
Internet crooks are using new tricks called "phishing" and 
"spoofing" to steal your identity. 
  
  In an FBI press release, Assistant Director of the agency's 
Cyber  Division,  Jana  Monroe  says,  "Spoofing,"  or 
"phishing,"  frauds attempt  to  make Internet  users  believe 
that they are receiving e-mail from a specific, trusted source, 
or that  they are securely  connected to a  trusted web site,  
when that is not the case.
  
  In "E-mail spoofing" the header of an e-mail appears to 
have originated from someone or somewhere other than the 
actual  source.  Spam  distributors  and  criminals  often  use 
spoofing in an attempt to get recipients to open and possibly  
even respond to their solicitations.

     "IP Spoofing" is a technique used to gain unauthorized 
access to computers, whereby the intruder sends a message 
to a computer with an IP address indicating that the message 
is coming from a trusted source”
  
   Enough scare tactics. “This isn't ham radio.”   So I will 
make just one point: from now on, you need to “sterilize” 
your Web access URLs.  Good advice, and even I often take 
chances and ignore my own advice, is to copy any  URL into 
Notepad (which comes on all Microsoft Windows machines 
in the Accessories path) and then cut and paste that  clean 
URL into the address box in the browser.  

  IF the address in the URL looks a bit suspicious you should 
treat it  as such.  Perhaps just limit the URL to be cut and 
pasted to the plain root domain of the URL (the one that ends 
in .com or .org, etc.) so you don't get redirected to some page 
you don't know is trustworthy. 
   
   So to copy a URL into Notepad is often hard in its own 
right because you have to click on the URL.  Instead, use the 
mouse, and select text over a larger range in the document 
than just the URL. Then paste all that extra stuff into Notepad 
where you can then edit  and reselect the root  of the URL 
without accidentally going to the Web site while trying to just 
select the URL.
   
   Another  helper  with  this  is  to  configure  your  browser 
and/or  computer  to  require  two  clicks  to  go to  any URL. 
Then the  use  of  one  click  allows  you  to  select  the  URL 
without causing an Internet access.

February - March   2012                                          3                                    Volume XLVII,   Number 2
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG  



THE FIRST HACKER...
      [ Let's see.  Should I print parts of the whole article 
or just summarize it?   Maybe the proponents of SOPA 
and PIPA  in a few months might make me wish I had 
done the latter, so I will. – de AF8C]
    So in the magazine The New Scientist it is claimed 
that  in  June,  1903,  John  Fleming  was   going  to 
demonstrate  a  new invention  by his  boss Guglielmo 
Marconi:  a long-range wireless apparatus by sending 
Morse  code messages  from The Royal  Institution  in 
London, England, to Cornwall, a distance of about 300 
miles.
   While he was setting up the apparatus it began to tap 
out Morse code on its own. After a single word was 
repeated  several  times,  the  device  began  sending  a 
facetious poem.  In 1887  Heinrich Hertz proved that a 
spark  apparatus  could  send  some  kind  of  waves  to 
another similar apparatus a few meters away making a 
second spark. Marconi boasted in 1903 that messages 
could be sent much much farther, and without proper 
tuning of the right set of electrical equipment, someone 
else would never even notice the communications were 
occurring.   Initially  the  interfering  message  was 
noticable  in a  ticking noise in  the projection lantern 
system that was going to display the lecturer's slides. 
Assistant Arthur Blok was the first to recognize that it 
was  in fact Morse code.
  Marconi's demonstration was ruined. It was obvious 
that Marconi's system was not as secure as he bragged 
it was. 
   Four days later an article by Nevil Maskelyne  in The 
Times revealed his trick.  Maskelyne was taking some 
revenge  because  in  1900  Marconi's  patents  had 
prevented  Maskelyne  from  making  his  own 
transmission of signals from the ground to a balloon ten 
miles  away  a  profitable  invention.   This  also 
represented a threat to profits of the wired telegraphy 
companies.  In December 1901 the Eastern Telegraph 
Company hired Maskelyne to spy on Marconi's tests of 
a  wireless  system.  In  1902 Maskelyne put  up  a 50 
meter  pole  carrying a  25-meter  aerial  and  got  more 
signal than he ever imagined he could as he intercepted 
ship-to-shore message traffic being tested by Marconi. 
So it was that in 1903 Maskelyne worked his hack from 
his father's West End music hall.
  [  OK did you notice the reference to the lecturer's 
“slides”.   “Powerpoint  engineering”  is  nothing  new 

after all.  – de AF8C.   This information, whether you 
choose to believe it, was found in:

<http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228440.700-
dotdashdiss-the-gentleman-hackers-1903-lulz.html   >  ]

YAESU BACK ON ITS OWN...
    (from The ARRL,   12/28/11 )

  After  four  years under the Motorola umbrella, 
Yaesu has split from that company. According to 
Vertex  Standard  President  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  Jun  Hasegawa,  effective  January1,  2012, 
Motorola  will  keep  the  Vertex  Standard  Land-
Mobile  Division,  while  the amateur,  marine and 
air-band will  be under the Yaesu Musen banner. 
The new company will be known as Yaesu USA 
here in the US.
  “This reorganization will allow us to concentrate 
in  amateur,  marine and air-band business,  which 
will better leverage and align the strengths of our 
entire  business  operation,”  Hasegawa  said  in  a 
press release dated December 27. “We believe that 
there  is  an  exciting  opportunity  to  evolve  our 
organization  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Amateur 
Radio,  Marine  equipment  and  air  band 
telecommunication  industries  by  continuing  to 
provide specialized services and the highest quality 
products.”   Dennis  Motschenbacher,  K7BV,  will 
remain in charge of Yaesu USA’s sales division.

2012 DAYTON HAMVENTION BUS...

    Contact Dwaine, K8ME, 440-582-3462
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OSCAR 1  50th ANNIVERSARY...
                           (from AMSAT)

“  --------------- O S C A R   N E W S L E T T E R 
                          December 12, 1961---------------------------

OSCAR SATELLITE IN ORBIT

   At 2041 GMT, 12 December 1961 the OSCAR satellite 
was hurled into orbit by the Discoverer XXXVI launching 
vehicle from Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. The
satellite immediately went into a  North-South orbit  and 
was picked up loud and clear by the hams at KC4USB 
(Marie Byrd Base) at the South Pole a few minutes after 
launch.

  The  word  was  quickly  relayed  back  to  the  OSCAR 
Tracking Station, K6QEZ, by W4ABY. Acquisition was 
also obtained by hams at Kodiak, Alaska and by KH6UK 
in Hawaii on the first pass.

  OSCAR is on a frequency between 144.990 and 145.008 
and  has  tremendous  c.w.  Signal  strength  on  a  direct, 
overhead pass! Tracking reports have begun to flow into 
the Center. W1AW heard the first pass S9 over the East 
coast.

   The following telegram was received by the Center from 
the RSGB: 
OSCAR  HEARD  0055  GMT  X  KEYING  OK  X 
STRENGTH NINE PLUS X DOPPLER SEVEN KC X 
FURTHER DATA AIR HAIL X.

   Orbit  is  being  computed,  but  insufficient  time  has 
elapsed to permit predictions to be made of time OSCAR 
will pass over your area. Listen to W1AW and the Voice 
of America for orbital predictions. Continuous 24-hour a 
day  monitoring  is  essential  until  predictions  are 
established. In fact, this monitoring is urged to check for 
unpredicted reception at times when the OSCAR satellite 
is theoretically out of range! Our thanks to the Air Force 
and men of Vandenburgh AFB who helped to make this 
historic milestone possible!

   The actual launch was attended by W6SAI, K6LFH, 
W6MLZ  and  W0TSN.   Full  Oscar  story  in  February 
[1962] QST and CQ and more details in our next news 
letter! “

TIM ALLEN... ( from The ARRL,  12/12/11 )
   Tim Allen -- star of Home Improvement, Toy Story, The 
Santa Clause and Galaxy Quest, just to name a few -- stars 
in  Last Man Standing, an ABC comedy airing at 8 PM 
(EST)  on  Tuesday  nights.  Allen  plays  Mike  Baxter, 
KA0XTT, a married father of  three and the director of 
marketing at an outdoor sporting goods store in Colorado 
whose life is dominated by women. While Amateur Radio 
has not been prominently featured in the first episodes, 
according to John Amodeo, NN6JA --  the producer  of 
Last  Man  Standing –  it  is  a  part  of  the  show and  an 
important part of Mike’s character. The episode that will 
establish Mike as a radio amateur is currently scheduled to 
air in mid-January.
   “Tim’s character Mike is involved in creating the sales 
strategy for the store, including their catalog and Internet 
identity,” Amodeo told the ARRL. “The store is like Bass 
Pro Shops or Cabelas. There is a strong self-sufficiency 
overtone to Mike’s approach to life. Ham radio fits in the 
story as a means of emergency communication. It’s not 
directly  featured  in  the  foreground  story,  but  at  the 
moment, it’s a background element on the home set. Once 
I allow something to be put on the set, there’s a chance the 
writers  will  feature  it.  Now  that  we  have  actually 
established Mike Baxter as KA0XTT, we can do more 
things featuring Amateur Radio.”
  To make Mike a ham, Amodeo needed Mike to have a 
call  sign.  So  he  contacted  ARRL  Media  and  Public 
Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, to help him out. 
   Since the show is set in Colorado, they wanted Mike to 
have a call sign with a 0 in it. “We wanted a call sign that 
sounded real, but was not valid,” Amodeo said. “The call 
sign is a 2×3 format with an X suffix. A call sign in this 
format is an experimental call sign and is not assignable to 
a  radio  amateur  except  in  special  circumstances.  We 
especially  liked  the  suffix,  as  it  is  a  play  on  Tim’s 
character from his former show, Home Improvement: ‘ex-
Tim Taylor.’” 
  Since Mike Baxter  is  a  ham,  he needed a shack.  So 
Amodeo and the set designers installed an Amateur Radio 
station in the corner of Mike’s set office. Allen, as Baxter, 
uses an ICOM IC-9100 HF/6 meter/2 meter  transceiver 
and an IC-92AD handheld transceiver, both provided to 
the show courtesy of ICOM America.  Pitts and ARRL 
News  Editor  S.  Khrystyne  Keane,  K1SFA,  have  been 
working with Amodeo to make sure that Amateur Radio is 
correctly  portrayed  in  the  show.  Keane  also  provided 
ARRL and Amateur Radio-related materials that are used 
on the set, such as issues of set, QST, NCJ and QEX, as 
well as a call sign map.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 28450 kHz and 147.36 MHz Mondays at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


