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WEST  PARK  EVENTS *
Feb.  1    -  FIRST FRIDAY BUSINESS/ FIXIT NIGHT
   Bring your questions or answers to the radio problems of the day/week/month. 

Feb.  15 -   SELLING YOUR STUFF ON eBay
   Bill N8WS agreed to do an update on selling amateur radio equipment on
eBay, possibly assisted by Egon, AB8HY.

Mar.  7     -  FIRST FRIDAY BUSINESS/ FIXIT NIGHT
   Bring your questions or answers to the radio problems of the day/week/month.
  
Mar.  21   -  GOOD FRIDAY -  NO MEETING 

COMING PROGRAMS:  Do it yourself satellite TV, round table on alternative energy
sources,  antenna phasing, show and tell, what's good and what's bad in those
radios that are on the market or in your shack.
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SOAPBOX
    
Field Day is only four or five
business meetings away.
Hamfests in 2008 are starting up
almost as soon as you get this
newsletter.  Multiple big contests
are still ahead.  So there's plenty
of activity to think about during
the season of snow and cold.  P.S.
while you are waiting you now
have time to clean up the shack.
    

      FOUNDED 1947
Web:     http://www.westparkradiops.org
Email:     w8vm-<at>-arrl.net  

CONTESTS AND EVENTS
                   - de WA7BMN & ARRL

Feb 2-4 STATE QSO PARTIES
Feb 9-10 CQ WW RTTY WPX
Feb 16-17 ARRL INT. DX TEST CW
Feb 18 RUN FOR THE BACON
Feb 23-24 CQ  160M  TEST SSB
Mar 1-2 ARRL DX TEST SSB
Mar 8-9 EA PSK31 TEST
Mar 9 NORTH AM SPRINT RTTY
Mar 17-18 RUN FOR THE BACON
Mar 22-24 BARTG SPRING RTTY TEST
Mar 29-30 CQ WW WPX SSB This document was created using Open 

Office 2.2, and a  PDF creator.  Usage of 
Microsoft products was limited to as little 
as possible.



Prez Says

Hi everyone,

   Well, winter is truly here right now, but it hasn't been
too bad this year at all. Everyday day that passes brings
spring closer. During January and February, we have
some CQWW and ARRL contests to work at. The
CQWW 160-CW contest is on this weekend (Jan 26th -
27th). If the new solar cycle begins, each year 160
meters will get worse until we are in the null again in
about 11 years.

  Congrats to Dwaine, K8ME, for completing his WAC
and WAS on 160 meters. He also has some impresive
DX cards for 160 as well.  Until next time, think spring
and remember Dayton, All-Scouts and Field Day will be
here before we  know it.

    As always, vy best 73s to everyone,
    Al, N8CX  President

PUBLIC SERVICE…
  On December 15 West Park provided support
to the Lakewood Charitable Assistance Corp.
holiday food delivery in the embodiment of
Don, W8IDM; Kevin, K8VUS; Glenn, AF8C;
and XYL (of K8YQL) Linda. This completes
that  activity  until  spring  2008 when  the
cleaning supplies are delivered.  In 2008 we
can  support  amateur  radio  for  the  North
Olmsted All Scouts weekend in June and Bay
Village Scouting in October.
RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON THE
10M NET…
    On the Club’s net, 28450 kHz,  we have
recently  discussed  recent  contest  scores,
Discovery Channel program on the future of
the earth after humans are gone, silicone sealer
for repairing  storm doors, gas mileage vs.
headlight  usage, pros and cons of email
programs, solar cycle 24, how to live “green”,
160M contesting,  and residential  gas line
repairs.

Feb.  -  Mar.  2008                                             2                            Volume XLIII,   Number 2
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG 

NEWS BITS...
   (from ARRL Space Bulletin   Jan. 23, 2008)
   Launched in January 1990, AMSAT-OSCAR 16 (AO-16) -- a digital satellite -- has been unavailable for
use while the command team dealt with a serious computer problem.  The satellite has since been
recovered, and is now a voice repeater, at least for an unspecified "test period" using FM voice on the
uplink, but SSB voice on the downlink.  Since AO-16 was recovered approximately six months ago, the
command  team -- Bruce Rahn, WB9ANQ, Jim White, WD0E, and Mark Hammond, N8MH -- attempted to
reload the satellite software almost a dozen times without success.  The team performed a series of memory
tests that pointed toward a hardware failure that prevented the spacecraft software from restarting
successfully.
   AMSAT Vice President of Operations Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, said, "After concluding that the
spacecraft computer system was damaged, and as discussions about decommissioning were taking place,
Jim recalled a series of low-level commands that Tom Clark, K3IO, included in the spacecraft design during
construction.  One of these commands allows an uplink receiver to be directly tied to a downlink
transmitter.”  So now for the time being the uplink is regular FM, but the downlink via the BPSK
transmitter is DSB (Double Sideband).  The reduced bandwidth by using either USB or LSB on the ground
station receiver allows for a very robust downlink.  Tuning the downlink is just like on a linear transponder,
meaning it is tight and with fast Doppler.  Uplink tuning is not required, just as with the FM mode V/U
satellites.  This permits hearing the satellite within one degree of the horizon.  This should be an easy
satellite with omni antennas and a 70 cm preamp. 
   The uplink is 145.920 MHz FM, and the downlink is 437.026 MHz SSB +/- Doppler shift.  Users should
restrict their uplink power to a reasonable power level, and should not transmit without being able to hear
the downlink.  All general single-channel guidelines apply.  



PLASMA TV RFI?...            
     (abridged from PCARS Radiogram, January 2008

Newsletter, KB8UUZ Tom Parkinson, editor)
  Have you noticed the big sales push by Best Buy (and
others) of those plasma TV screens?  Unfortunately, no
one is mentioning the horrendous RFI that these things
put out on HF.  
    The morning after I recently had a plasma TV
installed  I noticed a huge digital signal about 7.001
Mhz and a few other places on the same band. Next, I
checked 20 meters. Then 15 meters. Same signal but a
little weaker as I went up in frequency. Then, I looked
at 80 meters – a gigantic noise at 3.505 MHz and other
frequencies in the band. 160 meters was the same.  
  I did a little direction finding and found that it was
coming from the new plasma display.  With an HP
Network Analyzer the problem appeared across the
entire HF spectrum, [as measured with an antenna
within feet of the TV, after recording both the noise
level with the TV off and then with the TV on to prove
what noise emanates from the TV.]
   I have a 40m antenna that is located a quarter mile
from my house and the signal levels from the Panasonic
Plasma screen are still S-3 to S-5. Plus, this is off the
back of the unit where the signals are attenuated by the
metal casing. The signals off the front are stronger. I
have a 4 square for 40m located about 150 feet from
the side of the screen and my ‘MP says it’s S9+10db.
So, unless the DX is stronger than that, you’re likely to
have a problem hearing them.
   [Soon you might have] 10 to 20 of these things within
the ¼ mile radius of your station. Plus the prices are
coming down which will result in a lot more of them. 

WEST PARK CALL SIGN UPDATES...

Dave, KA8YQL -> K8YQL (vanity)
Dan,   WD8AJF -> W8AJF  (vanity)
Alex,   KD8AQL upgraded to N8QL

  Do you know of any more? If any, please inform us.
(NOTE: This “research” was not intended to include
anyone having a club call sign trusteeship.)    Thanks.

CUSTOMIZED POSTAGE...
   (from PCARS Radiogram, December 2007,
Newsletter, KB8UUZ Tom Parkinson, editor)

   A while back the U.S. Postal Service announced that
it was sponsoring a trial run of personalized stamps that
could include photos, business messages, etc., and Joe,
W6VI, happened to spot an article in a business
publication about it. Not wanting to miss the chance
while the opportunity was there, he ordered a number
of sheets of stamps with his call. He sent the info along
to the ARRL but it did not seem to catch their eye.
   The stamp program was not a big commercial hit.
The premium price is probably a bit high for business
promotions. But for an utterly unique, personalized,
amateur radio stamp, how can you beat this? If you
want  more  information  you  can  find  it  at
http://www.photostamps.com .
  De Jim, KC8PD

  [West Park Radiops folks might also talk to Dave,
K8YQL, about this same item.  I have seen that he has
tried out this new service.]

HAMFESTS IN OHIO FOR 2008...
(from The ARRL Web site)

Feb.  3 - NOARS
Feb. 10 - Mansfield
Mar. 16 - Toledo
Apr. 12 - Jackson County
Apr. 20 - Cuyahoga Falls
Apr. 27 - Athens County
May  11  - Bucyrus
May 16-18 - Dayton
Jun. 21 - Milford
Jul. 19 - NOARSFEST
Jul. 20 - Van Wert
Aug. 24 - Cambridge
Sep. 28 - Cleveland

HAM RADIO DIGITAL VOICE...

I know some of you have mixed feelings about new
encroachments in the amateur radio bands.  But if you
can deal with reading about new technology in the
bands, this is interesting reading.
http://n1su.com/fdmdv/

Feb.  -  Mar.  2008                                              3                      Volume XLIII,   Number 2
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG



IRLP on 146.58 SIMPLEX ...
   We have learned that WB8APD runs a simplex
IRLP repeater on 146.58 MHz on Cleveland's east
side, and that KB8ENV runs one on 147.555 MHz
on the west side.  (This information is per web pages
and has not been fully vetted.)  It is for this reason
that the recent informal 2M nets have changed to
146.55 MHz to get away from the .58 frequency.
  Should you elect to try out IRLP, it would be
useful to seek out the web pages on that topic in
Google and learn what's necessary to properly ID
and access the “link” to the far reaches of the earth.
After doing that, and a little research, you could be
chatting on repeaters far remote from Cleveland.
    Actually, in so doing you would be exercising the
input to IRLP via a radio receiver.  From the
receiver the audio is digitized and transmitted out on
the Internet to the destination of your choice.  How
you pick the destination is  determined by the
numeric code you will punch in on your touch-tone
keypad on your microphone (or radio).  Otherwise, a
lot of the operation you will do will resemble talking
on a local VHF or UHF repeater in the local area.
You will have near armchair copy sounding much
better than DX on HF.
   A station running IRLP locally is doing so on a
Linux-based computer with a special interface card
and a live broadband Internet connection.
   Good web sites are http://www.irlp.net/
and http://status.irlp.net . 
----
  Here's a more technical description by  David
Cameron IRLP Designer VE7LTD, and some by
others.  <  http://www.irlp.net/faq.html  >
 IRLP uses a Voice-Over-IP (VoIP) streaming
software called Speak Freely. Speak Freely is very
similar to other VoIP software packages (such as
Microsoft NetMeeting and VocalTec iPhone) with
one difference... It runs under Linux.
  Linux is the operating system of choice for the
IRLP system as it allows the best in reliability,
programmability, efficiency, and functionality. Most
older IRLP nodes use Linux RedHat 7.3 or RedHat 9
as they are very stable releases and run very smooth
on any P1 or better computer. Effective March 2007
IRLP started shipping an open sourced CentOS

version of Linux.  This release provides greatly improved
operation with more support for audio cards. 
   The concept of IRLP's use of VoIP is as follows:
   --  Sample the audio using an analog to digital (A/D)    
     converter. The A/D converter used by IRLP  is the input
       source of a standard PC sound card. 
  -- Compress the audio by a fancy mathematical algorithm
       to reduce  the size of the stream by a factor of four 
  --  Split the sample into packets
  -- Transmit the packets to the remote host via an Internet
      protocol called UDP
  -- Remote host receives the packets
  -- Remote host rejoins the packets and uncompresses the
      data  
  -- Remote hosts plays the raw data stream through a
      digital to analog (D/A) converter (the output device of
      your sound card).
  The control software controls the stream using carrier
operated squelch  (COS)  or  continuous  tone  coded
subaudible squelch signals (CTCSS) to start and stop the
stream. When COS is present, the computer detects it
through the IRLP interface board.
  The PTT is controlled by the buffer which joins the split
packets back into the audio stream. The IRLP interface
board receives a "transmit" signal from the computer while
there are packets in the buffer, and a "unkey" command
when the buffer is empty.
---
COMMON MODES

   IRLP communications uses one of two connection
modes:  Direct one-to-one, or, one-to-many via a Reflector.
   Direct connect is just like it sounds where repeater
(node) "A" connects direct with node "B".  With this type
of link the two nodes are interconnected and no other IRLP
connections are possible.  While repeaters "A" and "B" are
connected, anyone attempting to connect with either node
will be told by a  recording that - "The node you are
calling is currently connected to <callsign>" however all
local traffic on each repeater will be heard on the other
repeater as well.
   While Direct Connect is preferred for a city to city chat,
the most common type of  connection in use today is via
the Western Reflector (Ref 9250), a Linux computer that is
not connected to any radio allows many repeaters to be
inter-connected together by streaming the received audio
back to all other connected stations.  A  lot  more
information is available at the Web site.
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ECHOLINK ON PC...
   (from main Internet EchoLink web pages)

   Echolink allows licensed Amateur Radio stations
to connect to one another over the Internet.  You can
use EchoLink to connect your station (or your
computer) over the Internet to other amateurs using
the same software, and carry on a voice QSO.  This
greatly enhances the range and utility of mobile and
portable VHF/UHF-FM stations, and also allows
computer-equipped hams to access distant repeaters
directly.

  You can access EchoLink either with a radio or a
computer.  If you are in range of an FM repeater or
simplex station equipped with EchoLink, you can
use DTMF commands from your radio to access the
EchoLink network.  If you are a licensed amateur
with an Internet-connected PC, you can access
EchoLink stations directly from your PC.  

  EchoLink is an extension of conventional voice
modes, particularly FM. EchoLink communicates
over the Internet digitally, but does not transmit any
digital signals over the air.  EchoLink is a system
designed to provide VoIP gateways for repeaters and
simplex stations. 

   There is only one version of EchoLink, which can
be operated either in "user mode" or "sysop mode".
Switching to Sysop mode enables all of the features
needed for connecting a transceiver to EchoLink
using your computer's sound card and one of the
popular  interface boards  offered by WB2REM,
VA3TO, or West Mountain  Radio.   For more
information, see Interfaces.

    Each new user of EchoLink must be validated,
which means providing positive proof of identity
and license, before being granted access.  After
having been validated, each EchoLink user must
provide a password, along with his or her callsign, to
log in.  Each time a connection is made for a QSO,
the EchoLink servers verify both the sender and the
receiver before communication can begin.

  In addition,  if  you wish, you can configure
EchoLink to accept connections only from certain
types of stations: repeaters, links, users, or all three.

  You can also set up a list of any number of "banned"
callsigns, which will not be allowed access.  In addition,
you can block or accept connections according to their
international callsign prefix, in order to comply with your
country's  rules  regarding  reciprocal  control-operator
privileges or third-party traffic restrictions.  

   In Sysop mode, by default, EchoLink announces each
station  by callsign  when the station connects.  The
EchoLink software automatically generates detailed logs
and (optionally) digital recordings of all activity on the
link. 
 
   Any PC connected to the Internet should always be
protected by some sort of Internet security hardware or
software.  It is important to keep this protection in place
even after installing EchoLink.  Some users have run into
trouble with viruses and worms after installing EchoLink,
not because of any problem with the software, but because
they had removed or disabled this protection  while
troubleshooting connection problems.  Keep this in mind,
particularly if your computer remains connected to the
Internet for longer periods of time because you are running
EchoLink.

   For enhanced remote control, EchoLink includes a built-
in, password-protected Web server which can be set up to
accept commands from any Internet-connected computer.
Basic functions allow you to remotely enable or disable
the link, disconnect stations, and see who is currently
using it.  The software also supports a basic and extended
set of DTMF commands for control over a radio link.  For
example, you can key in either the node number or the
callsign of the station you wish to connect to.  EchoLink
also supports full DTMF remote control over a dial-up
telephone line, if a dedicated line is available.

   EchoLink is offered free of charge to the worldwide
Amateur Radio community for the purpose of setting up
simplex and repeater links that can be accessed by other
EchoLink users.  Although there are security features that
allow you to limit access to your node, the software (and
the system in general) is not intended to be used to create
closed or private systems.  ( www.echolink.org )

   [While we know that Echolink is in use in the Cleveland
area, we don't yet have any information on VHF input
frequencies.   -- de AF8C . ]
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone  interested  in  amateur  radio to our meetings.

http://members.core.com/~af8c/westpark/
mailto:w8vm@arrl.net
W8VM


