
20  21 ELECTED   CLUB  
OFFICERS

President
Tom Wilkinson               N8FDY
(216) 409-1886
Vice President
Stephen Kinford             N8WB
(216) 702-8384
Secretary
Glenn Williams               AF8C
(440) 934-5566
Treasurer
Ann Wadsworth             KA8ZEP

Fifth Board Member
Elaine Wilkinson            KC8FOS
(216) 337-4235

COMMITTEES

FIELD EVENTS
COMMITTEE - OPEN

Safety Officer
OPEN

License Trustee
N8WB

ARRL VE’S
AF8C, N8CX, N8WB, W8MET

ARTICLES SUBMITTED
N8FDY

ANTENNA GURU
W8PN

CLUB AWARDS MGR
OPEN

CONTESTS, SATELLITES
N8WS and  N8WB

DX REPORTER
N8WS

8TH AREA BUREAU LETTER MGR. 
AF8C  (8V)

PROGRAMS
KC8FOS

EDITOR, WEBMASTER
AF8C

LABELS DATABASE
N8CX

WEST  PARK  EVENTS *

During the Covid crisis we have held extra Friday night  8 p.m.  2m nets. 
We thank the Northern Ohio DX Association for the use of their repeater, 
147.36+ (107.2)

These substitutes for actual on site first and third Friday meeting nights at 
TRI_C are:

Dec.  3,6,10,13,17,20,24,27, 31 -   2M NET*
Dec.   2               -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*
Jan.  3,7,10,14,17,24,28,31     -   2M NET*
Jan.  21*              -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*

But when TRI-C opens up in the spring we plan to get back to on-site 
meetings.
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SOAPBOX
 West  Park  Radiops  technical
interests include recent new amateur
radio  technologies,  new  antenna
projects,  contesting,  and  DX,  to
name a few. 
   
   Our Public Service events are 
suspended.

   Our Monday and Friday night nets
are on the NODXA’s 147.36+ (107.2
PL)  repeater  at  8  p.m.   Listen  or
check in. Join the fun.

      FOUNDED 1947

Web:     http://www.westparkradiops.org
Email:     w8vm-<at>-arrl.net  
CLUB’S   W8VM   SKCC #12111

CONTESTS   AND  EVENTS
                   - de WA7BNM  & ARRL

 

   
    Page 4:                         Page 5:               
   Upcoming DX                                  
                                        Bits and Details
    Hearing Aids                     
         & Wireless
                                       1921 Transatlantic
    Mic Cable                     Tests  &  8BU
      
   

This document  was created using 
LibreOffice , a PDF creator, and  UBUNTU 
LINUX.  Use of  Microsoft products  was 
limited to as few applications as possible.

Dec 3 ARRL 160m Contest
Dec 11 ARRL 10m Contest
Dec 18 Stew Perry 160m
Dec 24 NCCC RTTY Sprint
Dec 31 NCCC  Sprint
Jan `1 Straight Key Night
Jan 8 ARRL RTTY Roundup
Jan 15 ARRL January VHF
Jan 22 North American QSO
Jan 28 CQ 160-Mtr Contest CW

Our Nets 147.36 (107.2 PL)  Mon/Fri 8 p.m.

 

http://www.westparkradiops.org/


THANKS TO 2021 OFFICERS...
The members of West Park Radiops thank the 2021
officers for their service to the club.

QSL CARD FROM HISTORY...

This original QSL card provided to Hal Braschwitz,
W8PN, by Jim Russell, W8BU, formerly 8BU.  
Note that the card was prepared with an image 
signed by Paul Godley,  formerly 2ZE (see page 5).

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…  
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club in past
years,  our  members  assisted  in  this  activity  three
times every year. During  COVID-19 those activities
have been suspended.
  

 RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL) at 8 p.m. local on Mondays, and Fridays
during  the  COVID-19  crisis.  Many  interesting
discussions occur and often with no prior planning.
However, you must have a clear shot at the repeater's
receiving antenna to use an HT. Please consider your
2m antenna systems and how they perform for the
net.

  In general, radio net activity provides virtual public
service  practice  and  keeps  our  radios  in  tested
operation and weeds out problems. 

TO YOUR HEALTH!…
  We wish everyone a STAY SAFE and BEST OF
LUCK  time  during  the  special  COVID-19
precautions.  Take  advantage  of  the  vaccination
needles. Also get your flu shot.
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FORMATION OF THE FCC...
               (helped by Wikipedia)

Radio communication as "wireless telegraphy" was developed in the late 1890s. Radio Transmission
in the U.S. remained unregulated until the passage of the Radio Act of 1912, delegating licensing to
the Department of Commerce. But soon court cases in 1921, 1923, and 1926 weakened the DOC's
power. In the Radio Act of 1927, a new law signed by President Coolidge strengthened the federal
government's  authority  "to  regulate  all  forms  of  interstate  and  foreign  radio  transmissions  and
communications within the United States,  its  Territories  and possessions".The Act  created a  five
member Federal Radio Commission to provide oversight, with a commissioner appointed from each
of five regional districts, who were tasked with reorganizing the broadcasting service within one year.
But by 1928, and then in the following years, the FRC was not able to complete that work. The
Communications Act of 1934 abolished the FRC, transferring jurisdiction over radio licensing to the
new  Federal  Communications  Commission.  The  law  also  transferred  jurisdiction  over
communications common carriers, such as telephone and telegraph companies, from the Interstate
Commerce Commission to the FCC.  On January 3, 1996, the U.S. Congress amended or repealed
sections of the Communications Act of 1934 with the Telecommunications Act of 1996. It was the
first overhaul of U.S. telecommunications policy in 62 years.



WSJT-X MODES ...
         (From  the WSJT-X Web page)
WSJT-X implements communication protocols or
"modes"  called  FST4,  FST4W,  FT4,  FT8,  JT4,
JT9, JT65, Q65, MSK144, and WSPR, as well as
one called Echo for detecting and measuring your
own radio signals reflected from the Moon.  These
modes  were  designed  for  making  reliable,
confirmed  QSOs  under  extreme  weak-signal
conditions.

JT4, JT9, and JT65 use nearly identical message
structure  and  source  encoding  (the  efficient
compression  of  standard  messages  used  for
minimal  QSOs).  They  use  timed  60-second  T/R
sequences synchronized with UTC. JT4 and JT65
were  designed  for  EME ("moonbounce")  on  the
VHF/UHF/microwave bands.  JT9 is optimized for
the  MF and HF bands.   It   is  about  2  dB more
sensitive than JT65 while using less than 10% of
the bandwidth. Q65 offers submodes with a wide
range of T/R sequence lengths and tone spacings; it
is  highly  recommended  for  EME,  ionospheric
scatter, and other weak signal work on VHF, UHF,
and microwave bands.

FT4 and FT8 are operationally similar but use T/R
cycles  only  7.5  and   15  s  long,  respectively.
MSK144  is  designed  for  Meteor  Scatter  on  the
VHF bands.  These modes offer enhanced message
formats with support for nonstandard callsigns and
some popular contests.

FST4 and FST4W are designed particularly for the
LF  and  MF  bands.  On  these  bands  their
fundamental  sensitivities  are  better  than  other
WSJT-X modes with the same sequence lengths. 

As described more fully on its own page, WSPR
mode implements a protocol designed for probing
potential  propagation  paths  with  low-power
transmission.  WSPR is  fully  implemented within
WSJT-X,  including  programmable  "band-
hopping".

METALS AND DETAILS...
            (helped by Wikipedia)
I  have  suspected,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  the
adoption  of  silver-plated  eating  utensils  was
done to help thwart bacteria on those utensils in
older  days  when  cleaning  after  meals.   So  I
looked  it  up.  It’s  true:  silver  is  bad  for  the
germs.  But as long as we don’t ingest too much
silver, we won’t be hurt by it. So don’t eat silver
filings!  Ha.  So  when you are  installing  silver
plated  connectors  on  coax,  don’t  eat  with
residues  on  your  hands.  If  you  are  cleaning
silverware for a holiday meal this winter, be sure
to wash the stains off your fingers before eating.

Copper  and  its  alloys  (brasses,  bronzes,
cupronickel, copper-nickel-zinc, and others) are
also  natural  antimicrobial  materials.  This  anti-
microbial effect is shown by ions of copper as
well as mercury, silver, iron, lead, zinc, bismuth,
gold, and aluminum. While a very tiny amount
of copper is necessary in the diet, basically don’t
add (eat) any extra on your own.  Also saltwater
intrusion  into  copper  water  pipes  can  cause
corrosion on the inside of the pipes which will
result in dangerous chemicals in the water.
 
FILTHY LUCRE…

<
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PM
C5192525/ >

Money can be literally dirty.  If you look up the
metals used in making U.S. coins, copper is a
major  component  of  all  coins.  Paper  bills  are
another  matter,  where  microorganisms  can
coexist  between the  fibers  of  the  paper.  Even
though there is copper in the coins, all money is
considered  to  be  germ ridden  including  coins
containing copper.  But interestingly, during the
current Covid era, cash has not been written up
as hazardous to health.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
       (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call, Start Date,, End Date, DXCC Entity

VU2ABE,2021 Nov06,2021 Dec18,India
5H3WX,2021 Nov08,2021 Dec06,Tanzania
TZ1CE,2021 Nov18,2021 Dec08,Mali
3B8,2021 Nov22,2021 Dec01,Mauritius
9X4X,2021 Nov24,2021 Dec01,Rwanda
C6AQQ,2021 Nov25,2021 Dec07,Bahamas
HI,2021 Dec01,2021 Dec14,Dominican Republic
TO9W,2021 Dec01,2021 Dec10,St Martin
5Z4,2021 Dec02,2021 Dec16,Kenya
XT2AW,2021 Dec03,2021 Dec20,Burkina Faso
HI7,2021 Dec04,2021 Dec14,Dominican Republic
HR5,2021 Dec08,2021 Dec31,Honduras
S21DX,2021 Dec16,2021 Dec22,Bangladesh
3Y0I,2021 Dec25,2022 Jan25,Bouvet Is.
D6,2022 Jan15,2022 Jan31,Comoros
TO6S,2022 Jan20,2022 Feb01,Guadeloupe
P4,2022 Jan23,2022 Feb01,Aruba
Z2,2022 Feb03,2022 Feb20,Zimbabwe
V4,2022 Feb08,2022 Mar01,St. Kitts & Nevis
J88PI,2022 Feb24,2022 Mar08,St. Vincent
HD8M,2022 Mar02,2022 Mar11,Galapagos
TL8AA,2022 Apr01,2022 Apr15,Central African 
Rep.
V47JA,2022 Jun16,2022 Jul01,St Kitts & Nevis
PJ5,2022 Jul02,2022 Jul09,St. Eustatius
3Y0J,2022 Nov01,2022 Nov29,Bouvet Is.
FT8/c,2022 Dec15,2022 Dec31,Crozet
plus announced  change by F6CUK
December 2022-March 2023, Crozet

     Copy this as a CSV file for EXCEL.

HEARING AIDS WITH 
BLUETOOTH WIRELESS...

<
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearing_aid#Wireless  >

If  you  reach  that  age  when  hearing  aids  are  helpful  or
necessary, new technology includes Bluetooth receivers in
the hearing aids.  Only in certain cases can Bluetooth allow
your  hearing  aids  to  assist  you  in  hearing  electronically
coupled audio in your car,  such as from in-vehicle phone
dialing.  The above URL goes with a webpage that has a lot
of answers to Bluetooth application questions.

It  may  be  possible  (needs  to  be  tested)  to  acquire  a
Bluetooth adapter to your ham radio so you can listen to
your QSOs with your heading aids.  More on this in a later
newsletter!

MICROPHONE CABLE TRIVIA…

Something  called  triboelectricity  can  affect  your
microphone audio quality during a SSB QSO.  

<https://experience.molex.com/triboelectric-noise-in-
medical-cables-and-wires  >

The  triboelectric  effect  is  where  electrical  charge  is
generated by the friction between dissimilar materials which
commonly occurs when they are rubbed together.   Within
cable assemblies and lead wires, random triboelectric noise
is generated when the various conductors,  insulation,  and
fillers rub against each other as the cable is flexed during
movement. Keeping triboelectric noise at acceptable levels
requires careful material selection, design and processing as
cable material is manufactured. For microphones, therefore,
the type of cable required is low noise cable.

<https://www.newenglandwire.com/why-low-noise-cables/>

When cables are flexed the individual layers move relative
to  each  other.  That  movement  can  charge  the  insulation,
creating  a  charged  capacitor  that  results  in  a  voltage
difference  between  two  conductors  or  a  conductor  and
shield.  In low-noise cables a conductive layer is added to
the surface of the primary insulation. This layer is bonded to
the  insulation  preventing  movement  between  the  two
materials  thus  preventing  charging.  Charging  caused  by
movement  between  the  low  noise  coated  primaries  and
other  components  of  the  cable  is  dissipated  immediately
preventing a voltage difference.
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BITS and PIECES...
 
WINDOWS 11 ----
Microsoft’s Windows 11 is here and so the life of
Windows 10 support from Microsoft is slated to end
in  2025.   But  Windows 10  expiration means the
loss of files in older computers. Windows 11 will
only run in  later model  motherboards,  so by 2025
older computers will need to have their stored files
migrated to newer computers. For some people that
means either move those files to something newer or
lose them.  (“Move it or lose it” applies here too.)

MICROSOFT ONEDRIVE DELETES YOUR 
FILES ----
The  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  is  when
Microsoft sends out updates to Windows.  So those
days are called “Patch Tuesday”.  Well,  sometimes
after an update on Windows 10, if you succumb to
Microsoft’s  request  to  update  your  Microsoft
password,  you  may  find  that  Microsoft’s  cloud
backup has kicked in.  However, with that you may
also  find  that  all  the  files  in  your  “Documents”
folder have  been  moved  to  OneDrive.   Now  it
happens that the location of OneDrive is somewhere
else in the world, NOT in your PC.  Well, it’s not all
evil.  You can retrieve your files and then disconnect
OneDrive  per  instructions  to  be  found  on  the
Internet.  But it can be a bit scary to see your files
moved like that.

PROJECT E.L.F   VIDEO ----
Old  technology  that  was  used  for  communicating
with submarines:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC1cqwGkOwY

LINUX FOR HAM RADIO ----

Watching this  video does not mean you should do
this yourself.  But it certainly shows off the number
of choices of software in Linux for ham radio. But
first you have to install Linux.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxSPgVr98N8

CENTENNIAL OF 1921 
TRANSATLANTIC TESTS...
   (information from page 73 from the ARRL book

"200 Meters and Down" by Clinton DeSoto)
The week of December 12, 1921 is an important
date in the early history of amateur radio.  This
month we have the one-hundredth anniversary of
that  date.  From  the  discovery  of  radio
transmission until early 1921, radio amateurs and
broadcasters  were  experimenting  with  reception
range. Radio technology of spark evolved toward
vacuum  tube  equipment,  which  resulted  in
creating  public  interest  in  radio  listening  for
entertainment. In late 1920 the CW station KDKA
in Pittsburgh, PA, was on the air as a business to
bypass  wired  telegraph  messaging  costs  (see
Wikipedia)  from Cleveland, Ohio,  to New York
City. At the same time radio amateurs were on the
bands  like  175  meters  and  competing  with
hundreds of business radio transmissions. 

And the radio amateurs were looking to see how
far  they  could  communicate.  As  a  result  Paul
Godley, 2ZE, of the ARRL, traveled to Scotland
to set up a receiving station for U.S. amateurs to
try to transmit to.  During the week of December
12, 1921, over 30 CW U.S. amateurs were logged
by Godley on 200 meters at his receiving site on
the shore of the Atlantic Ocean in Scotland, in a
tent, in December weather. (Field Day?) Also nine
U.S. spark stations were logged, including that of
8BU,  James  Russell,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (See
page 2.)  

After  the  formation  of  the  FCC  and  licensing,
Jim's call  evolved to W8BU. In later years Jim,
now a lawyer, and his wife Eila, WA8EBS, were
members of West Park Radiops living in Fairview
Park, Ohio.

There is now a rumor (November 2021) that the
ARRL will be publishing an article in early 2022
about a discovery of some original documentation
proving that 8BU and others were logged on that
night in 1921. Stay tuned.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36+ (107.2 Hz) MHz at 8:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org

mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


