


Prez Sez...
    It's  December  2016 already,  time for  payment  of
annual dues, election of 2017 officers at the December
2nd club meeting, and a club status report.  
  2016 was the club's 69th year and 53 years since I
became a member.  Let's review some accomplishments
from  the  last  twelve  months:   West  Park  Radiops
maintained  our  status  as  an  ARRL-affiliated  Special
Service amateur radio club.  Paul Gunderson,  KE8NN,
agreed to expand the League's Field Day Safety Officer
position and lead a discussion on some aspect of ham
radio  safety at  every club  business  meeting.  Vesselin
Zhelezov, AB8PG, headed up our Field Day activities at
a new site less than a mile from the club's original 1947
meeting  location;  we  finished  4th  in  North  America.
Tim  Holmes,  W8TAH,  took  the  lead  on  our  Better
Contesting  SIG  to  refine  our  contest  operating  and
contesting skills. Al Moriarty NC8X, led our West Park
in our 'QRP to the Field' activity in August
  The  club  remains  financially  stable.   None  of  our
members  became  silent  keys  (though  there  were
worrisome moments) We added a new member to the
roster. 
73 to all, and to all a Good Night, 
Karl, WA8NVW
Outgoing President, West Park Radiops W8VM

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club, our
members assist in this activity every year. Our next
opportunity  will  be  on  Saturday  December  17.
We  can  also  support  other  activities  on  short
notice.  In general, radio net activity provide  virtual
public service practice and keeps our radios in tested
operation and weeds out problems.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL). Many interesting discussions occur and
often  with  no  prior  planning.  However,  you  must
have a clear shot at the repeater's receiving antenna
to  use  an  HT.  Please  consider  your  2m  antenna
systems and how they perform for the net. We are on
at 9 p.m. local Mondays.

FUTURE PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  still  on  the  list  for
programs:  shack  videos,  Fox  Hunt  how-to's,
comparing  different  Web  browsers,  operating
Echolink and/or IRLP. Also coming are discussions
on Raspberry-Pi and Arduino.

December 2016 – January 2017                        2                                 Volume LII,   Number  1  
West Park Radiops LOG

FCC ENFORCEMENT NEWS...
                             (from  ARRL news  11/30/2016 )

   FCC Special Counsel Laura Smith told a standing-room-only audience at the ARRL Pacific Division Convention 
(Pacificon) in October that, despite FCC cutbacks, Amateur Radio enforcement will not be compromised. Smith spoke
for nearly an hour and a half on a variety of FCC issues related to Amateur Radio, and the entire presentation is 
available on YouTube, thanks to Bob Miller, WB6KWT, and his son Robert, KA7JKP, who recorded the forum. 
Smith said that with the FCC set to shut down eleven field offices across the country in January, the Enforcement 
Bureau has reorganized into three US regions, and she does not anticipate any significant issues for the Amateur 
Service as a result.
   “The amateur community will go forward,” she said, noting that amateurs have “an incredible ability to self-police.” 
In  light of the field office closings, she has been working with the ARRL to revamp the Official Observer (OO) 
program. Given that the field office cutbacks have left the FCC short staffed, the OO program will step into the gap, 
with OOs serving as the first line of defense in Amateur Radio enforcement, she explained. Working more closely with
the OOs, Smith said, will get information on problems to the field staff more quickly, so they can follow up.
   “We’re aggressively going after people who are cutting into your frequencies,” Smith assured her audience. So far 
this year, she said, the FCC has proposed some $60,000 in fines to Amateur Radio licensees, for various alleged 
infractions. She said her office continues to receive complaints about intentional interference, and, she allowed, 
“Sometimes…okay, maybe all the time…we don’t get to [these] as quickly as you might like.”
   Smith said there are “band neighborhoods” on the bands, and, typically, offenders tend to stick together, and “you 
can avoid that neighborhood,” she said. “If you know a frequency is a ‘problem frequency,’ don’t go there.” Those 
who do engage troublemakers on the air, however, become part of the problem. “Spin the dial,” she advised. “Walk 
away. Don’t allow that ugliness to seep in. Avoid it at all costs.”  “It bothers me that we have amateurs out there who 
are misbehaving,” she said, “when the bulk of you are incredible people.”
   Smith returned as FCC special counsel to Amateur Radio enforcement in June after being detailed to another 
enforcement assignment for 2 years. Her position is now in the Spectrum Enforcement Division, which, she pointed 
out, gives her access to field engineers as well as to attorneys, engineers, and analysts in the Division.



FCC FIELD OFFICES CLOSE...
       (from Ham Radio Now #281 on YouTube)
   At a speech at the October 15 meeting of Pacificon, the
FCC’s  Laura  Smith  announced  that  the  FCC  is
reorganizing the Field Offices.  As a result the following
eleven FCC Field Offices are going to close:

Anchorage,  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Houston,  Kansas  City,
Norfolk, Philadelphia, San Diego, San Juan, Seattle, and
Tampa.

Amateur Auxiliary and FCC...
              (from ARRL News,  11/17/2016)
   Work continues to promote the visibility of Amateur
Radio enforcement within the FCC, the ARRL Executive
Committee was told recently. The EC met on October 22
in  Rosemont,  Illinois.  ARRL President  Rick  Roderick,
K5UR, chaired the session.

  ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, reported
that meetings have been held with the FCC concerning
more effective FCC use of the volunteer resources of the
Amateur  Auxiliary  (Official  Observers)  program,  the
current FCC-ARRL Amateur  Auxiliary Agreement,  and
the development of a new Memorandum of Understanding
that better incorporates the Amateur Auxiliary program —
especially in  light  of  the FCC’s recent  closing of  field
offices and reduction of Spectrum Enforcement Division
staff.

  The  EC  directed  Second  Vice  President  Brian
Mileshosky, N5ZGT, to continue work on the review and
revitalization  of  the  Amateur  Auxiliary,  in  cooperation
with  the  FCC,  to  ensure  active  use  of  the  Amateur
Auxiliary program.

  In other FCC-related issues. The EC provided guidance
in the domestic implementation of the worldwide Amateur
Radio  allocation  at  5  MHz,  agreed  upon  at  World
Radiocommunication  Conference  2015  (WRC-15)  last
fall.  Delegates  to  WRC-15  reached  consensus  on  15
kilohertz-wide  band,  5351.5-5366.5  kHz,  with  stations
limited to an effective isotropic radiated power (EIRP) of
15 W.

  Imlay, in conjunction with ARRL International Affairs
Vice President Jay Bellows, K0QB, and Midwest Division
Director  Rod  Blocksome,  K0DAS,  will  review  of  the
National Broadband Plan, with an eye toward determining
any impact it might have on Amateur Radio allocations.

  In addition, Imlay and West Gulf Division Director Dr
David Woolweaver, K5RAV, will meet with officials of
the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  (FAA)  and
congressional  offices  to  address  the  effect  on  Amateur
Radio antenna systems between 50 and 200 feet tall  of
new painting and lighting requirements required under the
FAA Reauthorization Act (H.R. 636).

  ARRL CEO Tom Gallagher, NY2RF, told the panel that
several  new  educational  initiatives  under  way,  and,  as
those  pilot  programs  are  assessed  and  refined,  the
programs will  be made available to the Amateur Radio
community.

  In  his  report,  Bellows  told  the  EC  that  the  IARU
Administrative  Council  has  begun  preparations  to
represent Amateur Radio at various meetings to be held in
advance of World Radiocommunication Conference 2019.

  Minutes of the October 22 meeting are available on the
ARRL website.

CLEANING J-38 KEYS…
  So you have a nice looking original J-38 key. But the
unit is old and has a lot of dull look to it. So the question
is, how do you clean it?  The following web site has some
useful suggestions.

http://k6ix.net/J-38/J38Clean.html

HOW BIG IS A CUBESAT?…
  Because this topic came up on one of our Monday night
nets,  here is more information on the sizes of ultra-small
spacecraft assemblies called CubeSats, that are often used
in amateur “satellites” lately.  From Wikipedia:

   Standard CubeSats are made up of 10×10×11.35 cm
units designed to provide 10×10×10 cm or 1 liter of useful
volume while weighing no more than 1.33 kg (2.9 lb) per
unit. The smallest standard size is 1U, while 3U+ is the
largest being composed of three units stacked lengthwise
with an additional 6.4 cm diameter cylinder centered on
the long axis and extending 3.6 cm beyond one face.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
3B8,2016 Nov09,2016 Dec06,Mauritius
3D3FY,2016 Dec06,2016 Dec14,Fiji
3Y0Z,2018 Jan20,2018 Feb28,Bouvet Is
5H3MB,2016 Nov07,2016 Dec02,Tanzania
5J0NA,2017 Feb13,2017 Feb27,San Andres & Providencia
5T9VB,2016 Nov26,2016 Dec03,Mauritania
5Z4,2016 Nov16,2016 Nov30,Kenya
8P9AL,2017 Feb22,2017 Mar07,Barbados
8Q7SP,2016 Nov20,2016 Dec03,Maldives
9H3AP,2016 Nov15,2016 Dec09,Malta
9Q0HQ/3,2016 Nov20,2016 Dec25,DR Congo
9Y4,2016 Nov15,2016 Dec14,Trinidad & Tobago
A70X,2017 Jan01,2017 Jan07,Qatar
AH2P,2017 Mar29,2017 Apr17,Guam
E44QX,2016 Dec08,2016 Dec12,Palestine
E51,2017 Apr28,2017 May13,South Cook Is
E51AMF,2017 Jan11,2017 Feb06,North Cook Is
E51KTA,2017 Mar10,2017 Mar19,South Cook Is
FO/a,2017 Feb13,2017 Mar03,Austral Is
FS,2016 Dec01,2016 Dec11,St Martin
H74,2016 Dec31,2017 Jan06,Nicaragua
HK0,2017 Feb13,2017 Mar07,San Andres & Providencia
HR2,2016 Nov22,2016 Nov30,Honduras
J3,2016 Nov30,2016 Dec08,Grenada
J6,2016 Dec04,2016 Dec12,St Lucia
J68HZ,2016 Dec17,2017 Jan02,St Lucia
KH1,2017 Sep01,2017 Sep14,Baker & Howland Is
KP2,2016 Dec06,2016 Dec14,Virgin Is
PJ2,2016 Nov21,2016 Nov29,Curacao
PJ4,2016 Dec03,2016 Dec15,Bonaire
PJ4,2016 Dec04,2016 Dec10,Bonaire
PJ4B,2017 Jan08,2017 Jan25,Bonaire
PJ7,2017 Jun14,2017 Jun28,Sint Maarten
T2,2017 Mar14,2017 Apr04,Tuvalu
T8,2017 Jun16,2017 Jun23,Palau
T88GA,2016 Dec25,2017 Dec29,Palau
T88WM,2017 Jan12,2017 Jan19,Palau
T8CW,2016 Dec26,2017 Jan06,Palau
TL8TT,2017 Feb01,2017 Feb14,Central African Rep
TU5MH,2017 Jan22,2017 Feb02,Ivory Coast
V47JA,2016 Nov13,2016 Dec15,St Kitts & Nevis
V63,2017 Jan04,2017 Jan22,Micronesia
VK9NF,2016 Nov22,2016 Dec03,Norfolk Is
VK9NM,2016 Dec19,2016 Dec26,Norfolk Is
VP5,2016 Dec10,2016 Dec19,Turks & Caicos
VP5,2016 Nov21,2016 Nov30,Turks & Caicos
VP6EU,2017 Feb16,2017 Mar05,Pitcairn Is
VU7MS,2016 Nov29,2016 Dec02,Lakshadweep Is
XU7AEZ,2016 Nov16,2016 Dec05,Cambodia
ZC4SB,2017 Jan11,2017 Jan25,Cyprus SBA

ZD8V,2016 Nov21,2016 Dec01,Ascension Is
ZF2AB,2017 Apr29,2017 May06,Cayman Is
ZF2CJ,2017 Mar20,2017 Mar24,Cayman Is
ZF2PG,2017 Jan14,2017 Jan22,Cayman Is
ZL7,2016 Nov24,2016 Dec01,Chatham Is
ZS8Z,2016 Dec24,2016 Dec31,PE & Marion Is
ZS8Z,2016 Dec26,2017 Dec31,PE & Marion Is

Bold faced lines are entities listed in the top of the ClubLog 
most wanted list.

Notice how the list has gotten shorter lately. This might have 
something to do with being still about two years from the end 
of Solar Cycle 24.  Yes, two more years.

Maine’s First Woman Radio 
Amateur...  
                (09/26/2016  ARRL NEWS)
Mary Cousins, ex-W1GSC, who was the first woman in Maine
to  obtain  an  Amateur  Radio  license,  celebrated  her  108th
birthday on September 20. Now a resident of a care facility in
the coastal fishing village of Deer Isle, Cousins was treated to a
party  complete  with  a  cake  decorated  with  images  of local
newspaper  articles  from 1908,  the  year  she  was  born.  The
confection also  bore an image of  her  1933 “Amateur  First”
radio  license  — issued  to  Mary Sibyl  Wallace,  her  maiden
name,  by the old Federal  Radio Commission, when Cousins
was 24. The FCC came into being the following year. Cousins’
old call sign has since been reissued at least once. Cousins said
she operated Morse, although she does not remember the code
anymore, and used to relay weather information in that mode.

Four  generations  of  her  family  attended  the  celebration.
Cousins, a native of nearby Stonington, Maine, worked as the
town’s librarian, a school bus driver, and a telephone operator.
She said she never stops learning new things.

Cousins told Bangor TV station WFVX that ham radio in the
1930s “was something that the girls did not do, and the boys
were all doing it at the time, and I said, ‘I can do it too.’ And I
did.”

Her cake also bore images of Stonington as it looked in 1908,
when Teddy Roosevelt was the US president. Enlivening the
party  were  108  balloons  and  live  piano  music.  Cousins
received and read cards from many well-wishers, including US
Sen. Susan Collins.

Her son John told WFVX, “When she decides she’s going to
do something, she’s going to do it. I think 100 was going to be
the goal. She wanted to reach 100. She did. And then she said,
‘Well, might as well go for 105.’ I think she’s working on 110
now.”

 December 2016 – January 2017                   4                                 Volume LII,   Number  1 
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG   



ELECTRONIC NOISE FLOOR AND 
VISIBLE GALAXIES…
[ Soapbox alert. I have on several occasions attempted to
convince  readers  that  permitting  “only  a  slight  bit of
radiation”  will  eventually  raise  the  ENTIRE
BACKGROUND level if the source is replicated by the
hundreds of millions. A clear example of this effect is to
have a photograph of  something containing billions of
light sources, each of which is entirely invisible except to
extremely  sensitive  instrumentation.  One  result  which
people in very dark clear skies can see with just  their
eyes is the “Andromeda Galaxy” has shown below. Each
star in this galaxy is hundreds of decibels fainter than the
eye can see no matter how dark and clear the sky is. But
after adding the light of maybe 100 billion of those stars
together in a small  place and you get  one of the most
significant scientific findings ever published. The author
was Edwin Hubble. The discovery was the “expansion of
the universe”. -de AF8C]

Now for the electronic side of this story from the RSGB
published in the ARRL web news pages..

  The“Noisy Electronics” Have Increased HF, VHF Noise
Floors in UK, RSGB Reports Say 

11/10/2016

  Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) HF Manager Ian
Greenshields, G4FSU, says the noise floor continues to
rise  on  the  HF  bands  in  the  UK.  He  included  that
observation  in  his  report  to  the  October  29  RSGB
Spectrum Forum.

  “The threat of PLT [power line telecommunications]
for the last 10 years has largely been superseded by
noisy  electronics,  in  particular  switch-mode  power
supplies in lighting and solar PV [photovoltaic] arrays,
and  broadband  Internet  delivery  systems  such  as
VDSL2,” Greenshields said in his report. “A further
potential threat from wireless power transfer systems
(WPT)  is  being  closely  monitored  at  the  ITU
[International Telecommunication Union].”

    Greenshields  noted  that  several  countries  have
begun implementing the new 5 MHz band agreed to at
World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC-
15). “We will continue to work towards the goal of
achieving a harmonized band plan at 5 MHz across all
regions,” he said. Greenshields said that operation on
the new 15 kHz band segment by and large has been
orderly.  “The main problems continue to  be out-of-
band operation by some operators,”  he said,  adding
that  the RSGB is  working with  telecommunications
regulator  Ofcom  and  the  Ministry  of  Defence  to
secure  access  to  the  new band  next  year  — while
retaining  access  to  the  existing  5  MHz  channel
frequencies.

  In  his  VHF/UHF  Spectrum  Forum  report,  VHF
Manager  John Regnault,  G4SWX,  pointed  out  that,
earlier this year, Ofcom revised the noise-floor criteria
used to calculate coverage areas for certain business
radio users. The change from the previous figure of –
104 dBm to –92 dBm “recognizes the increase in man-
made noise in  this  part  of  the  spectrum,”  Regnault
said. “The change resulted after surveys and pressure
from business users of this part of the spectrum.”

  Regnault  said  this  should come as no surprise to
users of 6 meters and 4 meters [70 MHz] in the UK,
who already understand that the noise floor on those
bands  is  primarily  from  man-made  sources.
“Unfortunately, this degradation of the RF spectrum is
unlikely to feed through into EMC [electromagnetic
compatibility]  standards  that  are  sadly  very  poor
above 30 MHz,” he added.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


