


What was the President Thinking?
   

He was thinking that West Park Radiops is probably
one of  the  best  Ham Radio  clubs in  the Cleveland
area, and it can only get better.  We are in a fantastic
new location at  Tri-C West  and we have so  many
things  to  be  blessed  and  thankful  for  they  are
uncountable.

I  have  been  more  than  blessed  having  had  the
privilege to be your President for the last two years.  I
wish it could have been longer to move the club even
further along in our new location.  But I’m sure that
our new President will be a great one and a wonderful
addition to the club.

Again  thank  you  for  letting  me  steer  the  ship  for
awhile  and  thank  you  all  for  your  wonderful
friendships through these years.

May you all  be truly blessed and if  someone needs
anything please let me know.  Again, thank you, thank
you, thank you!!

I love all of you!!

73 to all my friends Stephen Kinford, N8WB 

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers
have  helped  LCAC  volunteers  sort  and  deliver
articles to the needy. As an ARRL Special Service
Club, our members assist this activity every year.
Our  next  opportunity  will  be  on  Saturday,
December 20.  More members helping would be
welcome.  We will again help with the LCAC in
May 2015 !

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many
interesting discussions  are  being  summarized  in
our almost weekly net reports. However, you must
have  a  clear  shot  at  the  repeater's  receiving
antenna to use an HT. Please consider your 2m
antenna systems and how they perform for the net.

2015 MEETING PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  still  on  the  list  for
programs: SKYPE with Bob Heil, shack videos, a
possible fox hunt in nice weather. Now we have
some new ideas in the making, such as comparing
different Web browsers, Echolink and/or IRLP, or
one of  the old standbys such as Smith Chart  or
Transmission Line Analysis.
    Of course  new program suggestions are always
welcome.
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DHS LIKES HAM RADIO
                   (from the ARRL Web pages  11/20/14 )  
  The US Department of Homeland Security’s 2014 National Emergency Communications Plan (NECP) has 
incorporated Amateur Radio in its mix of media that could support and sustain communications in a disaster or 
emergency. The 2014 NECP is the first update since the original plan was released in 2008. The NECP is “the 
nation’s over-arching strategic plan for enhancing emergency communications capabilities and interoperability 
nationwide,” DHS said in announcing the updated plan on November 12.
  “[A]mateur radio operators…can be important conduits for relaying information to response agencies and
personnel when other forms of communications have failed or have been disrupted,” the NECP states. The NECP 
also describes changes that lie ahead for emergency communication systems, such as 9-1-1 systems. “In the future, 
Next Generation 9-1-1 will enhance the capabilities of current 9-1-1 networks, allowing the public to transmit 
pictures, videos, and text messages that will provide additional situational awareness to dispatchers and emergency 
responders,” the NECP says.
  The updated NECP stresses the importance of interoperability. It recommends that state, regional, and local
administrations “assess their existing governance structures to ensure they are positioned to address current and 
emerging policy, technology, and planning developments.” This effort, the NECP continues, could include the
addition of representatives from the Amateur Radio community to statewide interoperability governing bodies and
executive committees.  The NECP also recommends that federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial jurisdictions 
“identify domestic and international entities with potential roles in information sharing and the delivery of 
emergency communications during emergencies,” such as Amateur Radio operators. “As appropriate, these entities
should be incorporated into training and exercise activities on a more regular basis,” the NECP suggests.
  The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) — a part of the Department of Homeland Security — is 
headed by a radio amateur and ARRL member, W. Craig Fugate, KK4INZ.



EQUIPMENT FOR SALE...
      (from Dwaine Modock, K8ME)

HY-GAIN TAILTWISTER ROTOR, BRAND NEW
MANUAL/ CONTROL BOX.  $600

200 FOOT OF NEW HEAVY DUTY 8 CONDUCTOR 
ROTOR CABLE-CERTIFIED QUALITY WIREMAN 
LONG LIFE, UURES. ROTOR P/N 302 601008.   
$150.00/BEST OFFER.

MIRAGE RF AMPLIFIER MODEL-A1015G
50-54 MHZ, 10W IN- 150W OUT, WITH 
CABLES/MANUAL, $300.00

CUSHCRAFT X-9 BEAM
24 FOOT BOOM/ 20-15-10 METER 9 ELEMENT BEAM.
BOOM SLIGHTLY BENT, GOOD SHAPE. EASY TO 
ASSEMBLE WITH MANUAL--  $300.00

CONTACT: DWAINE K8ME
  < k8me@sbcglobal.net > 

WANT TO KEEP YOUR HARD COPY
LICENSE?  IN  CASE  YOU  MISSED
THIS,  FYI...
                       (from ARRL Web pages )
  In  comments  filed  November  5,  the  ARRL  has
recommended that the FCC continue to provide paper license
documents to Amateur Radio licensees who want them. The
League’s remarks were in response to an FCC Public Notice
(in WT Docket 14-161) that proposed to cease the routine
issuance  of  hard-copy  license  documents  to  all  Wireless
Service licensees, including radio amateurs. While having a
paper license document from the FCC to post on the wall of
the  ham shack  has  been  a  tradition,  the  Commission  for
several  years  has considered the “official”  Amateur Radio
license to be the virtual document residing in its Universal
Licensing System (ULS) database.

  “The FCC is willing to continue to mail paper licenses to
those  who  request  them,”  ARRL  General  Counsel  Chris
Imlay,  W3KD, has explained.  “However,  they are making
available  to  licensees — starting  right  now — the  actual
license to print via the FCC ULS, and it is allowing hams now
to opt out of receiving paper licenses from the FCC directly.”

  Under the FCC-proposed process, once a license application
is granted, the ULS will generate an official electronic license
but will  no longer mail a hard copy license unless notified
that the licensee wishes to receive an official paper license
document.  Until  new  procedures  are  final,  however,  the

Commission will  continue to  print  and  mail  official paper
licenses, unless notified to stop.

  “Should  the  Commission  proceed  with  the  Notice
proposals,” the League said in its comments, “it is ARRL’s
strong  recommendation  that  the  Commission  give  serious
consideration to continuing a default provision for sending an
initial  paper  license  document  to  new  licensees  in  the
Amateur  Radio  Service,  along  with  detailed,  simple
instructions for  how to make the elections set forth in the
notice relative to future modified or renewed licenses.”

  The ARRL pointed out that not everyone has easy access to,
or  is  comfortable  using,  the ULS and that Amateur Radio
licensees may occasionally need an official license document
— for example,  when applying for  a  license upgrade at a
VEC exam session or for vehicle call sign license plates.

  “If there is not a license printed on distinctive license stock
by  the  Commission,  authentication  issues  arise  and  the
possibility of electronic alteration of a license document is
created,”  the  League.   The  ARRL  also  suggested  that
requiring individuals to go online in order to obtain a license
document may prove to be a roadblock to some applicants.

  “It is not acceptable to erect barriers to entry for anyone to
obtain an Amateur Radio license or to modify a license,” the
League commented. “ARRL is concerned that there should
be, especially for newcomers, an easy, intuitive path to make
the election for license delivery method that does not involve
ULS access at the outset.”

  The ARRL strongly recommended “that the Commission
give serious consideration to continuing a default provision
for sending an initial paper license document to new licensees
in the Amateur Radio  Service,  along with detailed,  simple
instructions for  how to make the elections set forth in the
Notice relative to future modified or renewed licenses.”

  The Notice also proposes, alternatively, that the FCC send
the  official  electronic  license  via  e-mail  upon grant  of  an
application,  if  the  applicant  has  provided  a  valid  e-mail
address on the application  form.  Licensees not  wanting to
provide an e-mail address could obtain an official electronic
license document directly from the ULS. 

  The ULS License Manager online system now includes a
setting that allows licensees to notify the FCC that they want
to receive official licenses on paper. 

  The deadline to file comments [was] November 10.

Dec. 2014 – Jan. 2015                                      3                                   Volume L,  Number  1
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG



UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Entity  Call     StartDate     EndDate

Minami Torishima  JD1   ; 2014 Oct15    ; 2014 Dec15 

Ethiopia ET3AA   ; 2014 Nov02  - 2014 Dec09 
St Lucia  J6   ; 2014 Nov08  - 2014 Dec05 
Cape Verde Is  D44KS   ; 2014 Nov09  - 2014 Dec05 
Ascension I  ZD8JR   ; 2014 Nov14  - 2014 Dec01 
Burkina Faso  XT2AW   ; 2014 Nov18  - 2014 Dec05 
Falkland Is  VP8KF   ; 2014 Nov20  - 2014 Dec12 
St Martin  FS   ; 2014 Nov20  - 2014 Dec02 
Grenada J34O   ; 2014 Nov22  - 2014 Dec06 
Anguilla VP2EIM   ; 2014 Nov23  - 2014 Nov30 
Anguilla VP2E   ; 2014 Nov23  - 2014 Dec01 
Bahamas C6A   ; 2014 Nov23  - 2014 Dec03 
Marshall Is  V73   ; 2014 Nov26  - 2014 Dec03 
Rodrigues I  3B9JB   ; 2014 Nov26  - 2014 Dec02 
Micronesia V6   ; 2014 Nov28  - 2014 Dec04 
Turks & Caicos  VP5   ; 2014 Nov29  - 2014 Dec07
 
Andaman & Nicobar  VU4   ; 2014 Dec02  - 2014 Dec10 
Maldives 8Q7UX   ; 2014 Dec01  - 2014 Dec09 
Niue E6XG   ; 2014 Dec01  - 2014 Dec06 
United Arab Emirates  A6   ; 2014 Dec02  - 2014 Dec25 
Chagos VQ9XR   ; 2014 Dec03  - 2014 Dec19 
Palau T88   ; 2014 Dec03  - 2014 Dec06 
Ogasawara JD1BOX   ; 2014 Dec04  - 2014 Dec12 
St Lucia  J6   ; 2014 Dec07  - 2014 Dec15 
Canary Is  EA8   ; 2014 Dec09  - 2015 Jan08 
Lesotho 7P8NH   ; 2014 Dec11  - 2014 Dec14 
Cape Verde Is  D44TWO   ; 2014 Dec12  - 2015 Jan08 
Norfolk I  VK9N   ; 2014 Dec20  - 2014 Dec22 
Ogasawara I  JD1   ; 2014 Dec22  - 2015 Jan02 
Nepal 9N7CB   ; 2014 Dec24  - 2014 Dec24 
Palau T8CW   ; 2014 Dec25  - 2015 Jan04 
Norfolk I  VK9N   ; 2014 Dec26  - 2015 Jan01 
Guam KH2   ; 2014 Dec27  - 2014 Dec30 
Monaco 3A   ; 2014 Dec28  - 2014 Dec30 

Bahamas C6A   ; 2015 Jan01  - 2015 Jan31 
Austral Is  TX5W   ; 2015 Jan05  - 2015 Jan11 
Namibia V5   ; 2015 Jan06  - 2015 Jan13 
Palau T88   ; 2015 Jan07  - 2015 Jan15 
Easter I  XR0YJ   ; 2015 Jan09  - 2015 Jan17 
Madagascar 5R8DX   ; 2015 Jan10  - 2015 Jan25
Senegal 6W7SK   ; 2015 Jan10  - 2015 Feb05 
Haiti HH5   ; 2015 Jan11  - 2015 Feb03 
Bonaire PJ4B   ; 2015 Jan14 - 2015 Jan29 
Gambia C5X   ; 2015 Jan15  - 2015 Jan26 
Iran EP6T   ; 2015 Jan16  - 2015 Jan31 
Seychelles S79AC   ; 2015 Jan17  - 2015 Feb10 

St Kitts & Nevis  V47JA   ; 2015 Jan20  - 2015 Mar01 
Guatemala TG9   ; 2015 Jan22  - 2015 Feb17 
Navassa I  K1N   ; 2015 Jan25  - 2015 Feb13 
 
Laos XW8BM   ; 2015 Feb05  - 2015 Feb25 
French Polynesia  FO   ; 2015 Feb15  - 2015 Feb24 
Cocos I  TI9   ; 2015 Feb16  - 2015 Feb23 
Kenya 5Z4   ; 2015 Feb16  - 2015 Mar08 
Sint Maarten  PJ7AA   ; 2015 Feb18  - 2015 Mar16 
Svalbard JW   ; 2015 Feb18  - 2015 Feb25 
St Pierre & Miquelon  FP   ; 2015 Feb26  -2015 Mar10 

Bonaire PJ4   ; 2015 Mar01  - 2015 Mar12 
Vietnam XV7BM   ; 2015 Mar01  - 2015 Mar31
 Malawi 7QAA   ; 2015 Mar11  - 2015 Apr01

Spratly Is  DX0P   ; 2015 Apr01  - 2015 Apr30 
St Vincent  J88PI   ; 2015 Apr13  - 2015 Apr21

Mauritius 3B8   ; 2015 May10 -; 2015 May19 
Rodrigues I  3B9   ; 2015 May19  - 2015 May24

Galapagos Is  HC8   ; 2015 Jul01  - 2015 Jul14 
St Pierre & Miquelon  FP   ; 2015 Jul20  - 2015 Jul29

Bouvet 3Y0F   ; 2015 Dec01  - 2015 Dec31 
   
Bouvet 3Y   ; 2016 Jan16  - 2016 Apr15 
Palestine E4   ; 2016 Mar01  - 2016 Mar31 

DX CODE OF ETHICS BYLAWS...
                       (courtesy of AF8C's soapbox)

1. I will assume the DX station is operating split VFO until
 proven otherwise.

2. I will verify my radio is set to split operation when split
 is the mode, before transmitting.

3. I will not transmit on the DX station's  transmit frequency 
when  that station is operating split VFO.

4. I will never tune up on any active station's frequency.
 I will move up or down at least 10 kHz away from the DX
 station, the QSX slot, and any other signals before tuning
 up.

5. Except in contests I will monitor the DX cluster and avoid 
tuning or calling on any frequency listed for recent operation 
even if I can't hear activity there.

6. Contesters have no right to interfere with non-contest 
operations such as nets, SSTV, PSK, etc.
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DX CODE OF ETHICS...
   (courtesy of the K6TU Website)

1. I will listen, and listen, and then listen 
again before calling.

2. I will only call if I can copy the DX station 
properly.

3. I will not trust the DX cluster and will be 
sure of the DX station's call sign before 
calling.

4. I will not interfere with the DX station nor 
anyone calling and will never tune up on 
the DX frequency or in the QSX slot.

5. I will wait for the DX station to end a 
contact before I call.

6. I will always send my full call sign.
7. I will call and then listen for a reasonable 

interval. I will not call continuously.
8. I will not transmit when the DX operator 

calls another call sign, not mine.
9. I will not transmit when the DX operator 

queries a call sign not like mine.
10. I will not transmit when the DX station 

requests geographic areas other than mine.
11. I will not repeat my call sign when the DX 

operator calls me unless I think he has 
copied it incorrectly.

12. I will be thankful if and when I do make a 
contact.

13. I will respect my fellow hams and conduct 
myself so as to earn their respect. 

INTERESTING HF PROPAGATION 
WEBSITE...

This  was found when I was looking to  evaluate  my
chances at working FT4FA before they went QRT, and
dealing  with  time  sharing  with  the  visiting relatives
over the Thanksgiving holidays.  Perhaps some of the
readers have there own favorite propagation prediction
software or Web sites.  [de - AF8C]

http://k6tu.net/

ARRL  SEEKS  VHF/UHF  CONTEST
OPINIONS...
               ( from the ARRL Web pages  11/12/14 )  
The  recently  formed  “Ad  Hoc  Subcommittee  on
VHF and Above Revitalization” is seeking member
input by December 15 on updating various aspects
of the League’s contest program for  the VHF and
higher bands.

Background
  The ARRL VHF-UHF-Microwave contest program
[...] seeks to:

1. Increase  the  level  and  breadth  of
participation  in  ARRL  VHF  and  up
contests; and

2. Encourage  the  utilization  of  our  less-used
Amateur Radio bands.

Initial Recommendation
1. Removal  of  the current  prohibition on the

use of Amateur and non-Amateur forms of
assistance for  all  operator  categories,  with
such  use  having  no  impact  on  entry
category;

2. Removal of the current prohibition on self-
spotting for all operator categories; and

3. Allowing  single  operators  to  transmit  on
more than one band at a time.

[Specific Proposed Rule Changes are listed here:]

<http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-seeks-input-on-
initial-vhf-uhf-microwave-contest-rule-changes >  

What the ARRL Needs From You

Please  submit  your  comments  prior  to  December
15,  2014. Only  comments  received  through  this
channel -- vhf-input@arrl.org -- will  be assured of
reaching all the members of the Subcommittee.

Thank you for helping us with this process.

73,
Kermit Carlson, W9XA, Chair
Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
on VHF and Above Revitalization
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


