


What was the President Thinking?
   
Well it is now officially close to the end of the year just a 
few days away.  And we have accomplished a lot as a club. 
Every member has contributed more than anyone could ask.
From contest scores to assisting with Field Day. Or helping 
out with the drop offs for Thanksgiving meals. Or many of 
our other events. You are all wonderful! I am so glad to be 
connected with you all.

As we count down the last of the days left in 2013 heading 
to 2014, let us take some time to count our blessings. And 
there are many of them but also amongst some sad moments
for Ham radio and members of our club too.
For everyone that has lost someone, family or friend let me 
take this moment and say that all of our hearts go out to you
in your time of need and sorrow. If there is anything that we
can do, please let us know.

Hope that everyone makes it to the Christmas Party this 
year on the 20th. Can't wait to see you but, if you are are not
going to the party this year have a great Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year.

May you all be very blessed in the coming year!

Stephen Kinford
N8WB

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
   The  Lakewood  Charitable  Assistance  Corp.
delivery of  Thanksgiving and Christmas food to
disadvantaged  families  in  Lakewood  began
November  23.   West  Park  Radiops  volunteer
AF8C helped sort hundreds of food items on the
day before the  CQ WW Phone  contest.  As an
ARRL Special Service Club, our members assist
this activity every year.  More members helping
would be welcome. 

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many
interesting discussions have been summarized in
our  almost  weekly  net  reports.   Now you don't
need an HF rig and antenna to be in our nets. An
HT  can  sometimes  suffice.  However,  you  must
have  a  clear  shot  at  the  repeater's  receiving
antenna  to  use  an  HT.  We  can't  fool  Mother
Nature!
2014 MEETING PROGRAMS...
  The following topics are on the list  for  2014
programs.   SKYWARN,  antenna  tuners,  Skype
with Bob Heil, shack videos, possible fox hunt in
nice weather, and a 50A Field Day station video.
And then there's our Field Day planning. As the
snow  falls  now,  Field  Day  is  right  around  the
corner.
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FCC AND ARRL ACTIONS PENDING...
       The ARRL has asked the FCC to delete the symbol rate limit in §97.307(f) of its Amateur Service rules, replacing it with a 
maximum bandwidth for data emissions of 2.8 kHz per  §97.309(a) on amateur frequencies below 29.7 MHz. The ARRL Board of 
Directors adopted the  policy underlying the petition initiative at its July 2013 meeting. The petition was filed November 15. Current 
FCC rules limit digital data emissions below 28 MHz to 300 baud, and between 28.0 and 28.3 MHz to 1200 baud. "Transmission 
protocols are available and in active use in other radio services in which the symbol rate exceeds the present limitations set forth in 
Â§97.307(f) of the Commission's Rules, but the necessary bandwidths of those protocols are within the bandwidth of a typical HF 
single sideband channel (3 kHz)," the ARRL's petition pointed out. The FCC has not yet assigned an RM number and put the petition 
on public notice for comments, and there is no way to file comments until that happens.

"The changes proposed would, in the aggregate, relieve the Amateur Service of outdated, 1980s-era restrictions that presently hamper 
or preclude Amateur Radio experimentation with modern high frequency (HF) and other data transmission protocols," the League's 
petition asserted. "The proposed rule changes would also permit greater flexibility in the choice of data emissions." Symbol rate 
represents the number of times per second that a change of state occurs, not to be confused with data (or bit) rate.

The League said that while bandwidth limitations are reasonable, the symbol rate "speed limit" reflective of 1980s technology, 
prohibits radio amateurs today from utilizing state-of-the-art technology. Present symbol rate limits on HF "actually encourage 
spectrum inefficiency," the League argued, "in that they allow data transmissions of unlimited bandwidth as long as the symbol rate is 
sufficiently slow." The League said eliminating symbol rate limits on data emissions and substituting a "reasonable maximum 
authorized bandwidth" would permit hams to use all HF data-transmission protocols now legal in the Amateur Service as well as other
currently available protocols that fall within the authorized bandwidth but are off limits to amateurs.  The League said it's been more 
than three decades -- when the Commission approved the use of ASCII on HF -- since the FCC has evaluated symbol rate restrictions 
on radio amateurs as a regulatory matter. "The symbol rate restrictions were created to suit digital modes that are no longer in favor," 
the ARRL noted in its petition. Modern digital emissions "are capable of much more accurate and reliable transmissions at greater 
speeds with much less bandwidth than in 1980."  As an example, the League pointed to PACTOR 3, which is permitted under current 
rules, and PACTOR 4, which is not. Despite PACTOR 4's greater throughput, both protocols can operate within the bandwidth of a 
typical SSB transmission. ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, has emphasized that there is no broader plan on the League's 
part to seek regulation by bandwidth. 



CONTEST UNIVERSITY... 
                  ( On  their Web site)

   Contest University I:  Welcome to CTU by Tim
Duffy, K3LR and Radio Sport Contesting, It’s More
than Rules by Dave McCarty, K5GN
  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EluZg2Cd6ck
 Note:  There were some technical difficulties and the
presentation is not showing in the video. 

    Contest University II:   Tips on Being a Better
Single Operator by Randy Thompson, K5ZD
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFFGPeTvBj8

    Contest University III:  Design, Installation, and
Maintenance  of  Antennas  by  Frank  Donavan,
W3LPL
     h  ttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1w1BgtGUWs

    Contest University IV:  Contest Antennas and
Coaxial Cables by Frank Donavan, W3LPL
   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbwyQC099oM

    Contest  University  V:   2013  Eye  Ball  Sprint
Contest by Doug Grant, K1DG (Not Norman)
   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uo6wEA3ErKM

    Contest University VI:  K9AY Look Arrays for
Low Band Contesting by Richard Jaeger, K4IQJ
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TREslX1vh0

    Contest University VIIA:  Propagation Trends
2013 – 2014 Intro by Frank Donavan, W3LPL
   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkaoLBj6Kjk

    Contest  University  VIIB:  Propagation Trends
2013 – 2014 by Frank Donavan, W3LPL
   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioXTt_i44_4

    Contest University VIII:  Rotors & Construction
Practices Q&A by Frank Donavan, W3LPL
   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urUulyZCeVw

    Contest  University  IX:   Contest  Radio
Performance by Rob Sherwood, NC0B
      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOf2OOGeGi8

NEW IARU REGION 2 BAND PLAN...
                (from The ARRL Web pages)
IARU REGION 2 BAND PLAN
Effective since September 27, 2013
INTRODUCTION
The IARU Region 2 has established this band
plan as the way to better organize the use of 
our bands efficiently. To the extent possible, 
this band plan is harmonized with those of the
other regions. It is suggested that Member
Societies, in coordination with the authorities, 
incorporate it in their regulations and promote 
it widely with their radio amateur communities.
  
   Thus  begins  a  15-page  document  where  the
IARU lays out in great detail their understanding of
what radio amateurs in Region 2 would like to do
on their radio bands. You can download it from
this complicated URL
http://www.iaru-
r2.org/documents/explorer/files/Plan%20de
%20bandas%20|%20Band-plan/R2%20Band
%20Plan%202013.pdf
  If this URL does not work for you, then
Google “R2 band plan 2013.pdf”
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WHERE ARE WE GOING NOW? ...
   Everyone knows that the Earth turns on its axis a
full  rotation  every 24  hours,  and  that  the  Earth
revolves around the sun a full 360 degrees in 365
and  ¼  days.   However,  YOUR  motion  in  the
universe is much more complicated and fantastic.
 Earth's  rotation  amounts  to  approximately  the
cosine  of  our  latitude times  25000/24  miles  per
hour, or about 770 miles per hour straight east. In
order  to  compare with the following paragraphs,
770 mi./hr. = approximately 0.214 mi./sec.
   Earth's orbit around the sun: Our distance from
the sun is 93 million miles. A year is 365.35 days.
A day is 86400 seconds. Using a little high school
math, and assuming the Earth's orbit is a circle, we
travel  at  a  velocity  of   (93  million  *  2  *  pi)/
(365.25*86400)  =  18.5 miles  per  second around
the sun.  Because the Earth  is  rotating,  this  18.5
mi./sec on your body is  done like an arrow that
passes through east  at  midnight  and then rotates
around once a day parallel to the equator.
  Solar system's orbit about the Milky Way galaxy
center  of  mass:   four  or  five  books  combined
indicate  we  are  moving  with  the  sun  at
approximately 140 mi./sec toward the bright  star
Vega in the constellation Hercules. However, the
whole Milky Way is itself moving along through
the universe along with other galaxies in a complex
gravitationally controlled but random orbit.
  Milky Way's motion in the Universe: This motion
is  still  being  estimated  in  various  ways.  The
simplest frame of reference is to use the Cosmic
Microwave  Background  (CMB)  and  treat  it  like
snow falling toward your car as you speed down
the highway.  The front of the car appears to be
driving toward a “radiant” in front of the car. The
Milky Way's motion towards the CMB is toward
the star constellation Hydra at a rate of 550 km/sec,
or 342 mi./sec.
  Therefore where you are going is complicated and
continually changing but you are doing it at 400 or
more miles per second. And you don't feel a thing
from all that.   -de AF8C

REMOTE CONTESTING...
    (from the ARRL Web pages, November 7)
  In the ARRL November Sweepstakes CW event
last  weekend,  Tom Morton,  K6CT/CX7TT,  who
lives near Montevideo, Uruguay, logged into one
of  the  operating positions  at  K4VV in  Virginia.
Operating as W4YY at a distance of nearly 5200
miles, he managed a clean sweep.
    "I don't know if this is a first, but it would seem
to be. It also demonstrates the efficacy of remote
contesting,"  said  Mike  Lonneke,  WØYR,  the
K4VV  Remote  Contesting  Project  Manager.
According to  Lonneke,  Morton  served for  many
years as an airline pilot, and later was tapped to be
a  flight  instructor.  He's  a  DXpeditioner  and
contester. The K4VV station during a multi-multi
contest. The operators were in different states. 
   Lonneke says the operating experience from the
remote  end  "is  transparent."  Several  remote
operators  have  run  K4VV  as  a  multiop,  and
W4GOV  once  operated  K4VV --  the  station  of
Jack Hammett,  K4VV --  during Field Day 2013
from Saudi Arabia. The station has three positions
for remote operators, who can control everything,
including  an  impressive  array  of  antennas.  (For
more information  on  K4VV,  see  "Contesting by
Remote Control," by Mike Lonneke, WØYR,
September/October 2013 NCJ).
   [Meanwhile,]  Tree  Tyree,  N6TR,  remotely
operated VY1EI in Yukon Territory, Canada, from
his home in Oregon. Eric, the station owner, was
also  on  hand  as  they logged  1288  QSOs and  a
clean sweep!
    But  wait!  There's  more! Hal  Offutt,  W1NN,
remotely  operated  his  home  station  in  Medina,
Ohio, in  this  year's  SS  CW  from  Tokyo  --  a
distance of more than 6500 miles. 
    The operator of a remote station must identify as
transmitting at the remote station site and follow
all  of  the  rules  and  regulations  in  the  country
hosting  the  transmitting  site.  --  Thanks  to  Mike
Lonneke, WØYR, and The ARRL Contest Update,
K8BL
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QST WEB APPS...
              (from ARRL Web October 24)
  ARRL  members  using  Android  tablets  and
phones  now  can  download  a  dedicated  app  to
access the digital  edition of QST. The app gives
ARRL  members  access  to  read  QST  online  or
choose to download individual issues of the journal
for  offline  reading.  The QST app is  free  in  the
Google Play Store (search for "QST").
   The digital edition of QST includes every article,
every column, every ad, everything in the printed
magazine and more! After you've tried it,  tell  us
what you think and share your feedback.
    Members now have three great ways to access
the current digital edition of QST and archives:

Web  edition (laptops,  desktop  computers,  and
many mobile devices)
Apple iOS devices (iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch),
available free from Apple's App Store
Android  devices (tablets,  phones,  and  more),
available free from the Google Play Store

  Members must have a valid ARRL website login
to access digital editions of QST. Need help? Visit
the digital edition help page for frequently asked
questions.  Need  more  help?  Contact  Member
Services  by  telephone  (860)  594-0200  or  (888)
277-5289 (US only) or e-mail.

CONGRESS TO UPDATE 1934 
COMMUNICATIONS ACT...
SB QST ARL ARLB033
ARLB033  Plans  Announced  to  Update  the
Communications Act of 1934
  The US House Communications and Technology
Subcommittee  has  announced plans  for  a  multi-
year  effort  to  examine  and  update  the
Communications Act of 1934, the overarching law
under  which  the  FCC  functions.  The
subcommittee, part of the US House Energy and
Commerce  Committee,  is  chaired  by  Oregon
Republican  Greg  Walden,  W7EQI.  Walden  and

Energy  and  Commerce  Committee  Chair  Fred
Upton  of  Michigan  made  the  announcement
December 3.
   ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, noted that the
most  recent  significant  update  of  the
Communications  Act  was  in  1996.  "Under  the
leadership of Greg Walden, the subcommittee and
its  staff  are  well  equipped  to  take  up  the
challenge,"  Sumner  said.  "The  ARRL  will  be
monitoring the work closely as it goes forward next
year and beyond."

MILLING MACHINE FOR SALE...
For Sale:
 Bridgeport  Milling  machine:  features  a  half
horsepower motor, runs on 110 volts single phase
power,  includes a 12 inch rotary table,  a milling
machine vise,  and a  set  of  collets.  Contact  Hal,
W8PN, on club's roster or ask for information via
w8pn<at>stratos.net  .

READ QST HERE...
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


