


 

Announcing the 

2018 

Annual 

QRP-Fun-Day-In-The-Field 

- All Are Welcome - 

  We’re looking at Saturday, August 11th 
 

     Rain date Saturday, August 18th  

  Where - North Olmsted City Park 

  Time – 9 a.m.   until ? 

- You can CQ, QSO or just sit around, listen to the - - 

bands and QSO with the others. - 

Bring your station, a battery and portable antenna and 
have some fun 

The Straight Key Century Club (SKCC) will be having their 
monthly ‘Weekend Sprint’ (WES) 

This is a straight key (or keyer), slow-speed CW event. 

If you have any questions or comments.  

Contact me, Al, N8CX n8cx@arrl.net or Glenn, AF8C af8c@arrl.net 

 

We set up in the southwest corner of the north olmsted city park. 

This is at the corner of Lorain Rd. and West Park Drive. 

this is at a traffic light with Mac Kenzie road. 

A talk-in station will be on the 147.360 repeater. 

mailto:n8cx@arrl.net
mailto:af8c@arrl.net


Club OMs aka VIPs�

Former ARRL Directors from

OUR club!

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE�  
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club in past
years,  our  members  assisted  in  this  activity  every
year.  On May 12 Al, N8CX, Kevin, K8VUS, and
Glenn,  AF8C  supported  the  LCAC  Spring
Cleaning Supply deliveries. We can also support
other activities  on short  notice.  In general,  radio
net  activity  provide  virtual  public  service  practice
and keeps our radios in tested operation and weeds
out problems.
  

RECENT NETS & TALK�
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2  PL)  at  8  p.m. local  on  Mondays.  Many
interesting discussions occur and often with no prior
planning. However, you must have a clear shot at the
repeater's  receiving  antenna  to  use  an  HT.  Please
consider  your  2m  antenna  systems  and  how  they
perform for the net.

FUTURE PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  on  the  new  list  for
programs:   openSPOT,  SharkRF,  Dxpeditions,
Propagation, FT8 and WSPR modes.
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POP QUIZ...

The USA and Japan are  the two top countries in  the
world  for  having  the  most  amateur  radio  operators.
What  country  ranks third  in  the  population of  hams?
The answer lies somewhere in this newsletter.

K4MIA/8...
National POW MIA Recognition Day Special Event Station 2018
Observances of National POW MIA Recognition Day are held across this country on the third Friday in September each
year. This year it will be on September 21. This will be the 10th year the special event station has been activated. The day
was established to honor our prisoners of war and those who are still missing in action. There will be sister stations
K4MIA/1 K4MIA/5 K4MIA/7 K4MIA/8 in operation some days. Also contacts will be made on the LEO satellites.  For a
QSL (card can be seen below) please send your QSL and SASE to address above. Working any of the K4MIA stations will
receive the SAME QSL. Because of the large volume of requests you MUST SEND SASE to get a returned QSL Please
take time to remember our POW's and MIA's as well as their families. I would like to include KIA's and all veterans (past
and present) that have given so much for this country.

From Metro W8MET
More info follows: K4MIA, Loxahatchee, FL. PBSE Radio Society. QSL. Michael Bald, 6758 Hall Blvd., Loxahatchee,
FL 33470. www.qrz.com/db/k4mia This is our 3rd year for this event with N8LRS XYL Linda at the microphone and
W8MET Metro logging as a sister station in Ohio as K4MIA/8. Many club members missed this event last year and asked
to be reminded in advance. Come join us. 28.466 18.150, 14.265 7.185, 0000Z-2359Z. Linda and I will be working 40
meters SSB usually between 9pm-11pm Eastern time, Sep. 14-Sep. 23.



CQ UPDATES CONTEST RULES�
            (from the ARRL News pages)
07/12/2018
  CQ has announced that, effective with 2018 contests,
some modifications to the CQ World Wide Contest rules
have  been  developed  and  approved  by  the  contest
committee.

  The “busted call/NIL” penalty is reduced from 3× to 2×.

  Email  addresses  for  log  submissions  have  been
removed,  and  the  committee  now  “strongly  prefers”
using web uploads to submit logs. 

  Paper logs will still be accepted. 

  The  10× penalty for  “rubber  clocking” with MS/M2
entries has been eliminated, although the committee “will
continue to vigorously pursue time abuses.”

  The observer program has been eliminated. “Given the
absence  of  a  reasonable  pool  of  volunteers  and
supporting  funding,  the  program  has  proven  to  be
impractical,” CQ said.

  The top entry in the “Rookie” category will be awarded
on a one-time-only basis.  Previous Rookie  winners are
ineligible for plaques in this category.

  Submit  questions  via  the  CQ  WW  “Contact  Form”
page. — Thanks to John Dorr, K1AR, CQ World Wide
Contest Director

FT8 AND MSK144 IMPROVEMENTS....
            (from the ARRL News pages)
07/25/2018
  WSJT-X co-developer Joe Taylor, K1JT, has announced
that major changes are coming to the FT8 and MSK144
digital protocols when WSJT-X version 2.0 arrives in a
few months. Taylor said version 2.0 should be ready for
prime  time  by  January.  Much  of  the  necessary
programming is finished,” Taylor  said in  a  post  to the
Packrats reflector. “Many of the new features have been
tested on the air, and we find them to work well.”

  Taylor was quick to point out that the new capabilities
are not yet publicly available, not even in beta form. He
said that he, Steve Franke, K9AN, and Bill Somerville,
G4WJS, have been developing “enhanced

versions  of  the  MSK144  and  FT8  protocols  that
extend the message payload to 77 bits.”

  Taylor ticked off a few possibilities WSJT-X version
2.0 will bring to the table:

    ARRL Field Day operation with standard Field Day
exchanges.  ARRL  RTTY  Roundup  operation  with
standard  contest  exchanges.  North  American  VHF
contest operation with full support of grid exchanges
and  Rover  (/R)  call  signs.  European  VHF  contest
operation with the exchange of six-digit  grids,  QSO
serial numbers, and portable(/P) call signs. Better and
more  user-friendly  support  for  compound  and
nonstandard call signs. A special “telemetry” message
format for exchanging arbitrary information up to 71
bits.  Support  for  the  existing  “FT8  DXpedition
Mode,”  with  a  more  powerful  DXpedition  Mode
possible too.

  “All  of  these  features  work  seamlessly  and
automatically,”  Taylor  said.  “No  ‘contest  mode’
checkboxes are needed. In most situations, decoding
sensitivity  will  be  slightly better  than at  present for
FT8; for MSK144 it will sometimes be about 0.5 dB
worse. Occupied bandwidths will be the same as they
are now, and false-decode rates will be significantly
lower.”

  “Don’t rush to download something,” he cautioned.
“There is more testing and code optimization to do.”
He  said  current  plans  call  for  a  beta-testing  period
“probably starting in mid- to-late September,” with a
full release “possible a couple of months later.” Taylor
said WSJT-X version 2.0 will be available in time for
users to digest the new documentation and to practice
it  before  actually  getting  on  the  air  with  it,  but  he
offered  one  important  caveat.  “The  new  protocols
cannot  be  backward  compatible  with  the  existing
ones,” he said in his post. “We will probably provide
some temporary ‘bilingual’ capability for FT8, but not
for MSK144. It will be essential for users to upgrade
to version  2.0 in  order  to  use the new features  and
communicate  with  others  who  have  made  the
upgrade.”

Taylor promised “plenty of advance notice” about the
transition period and a must-upgrade-by date.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
3B8,2018 Jul26,2018 Aug04,Mauritius
3B8,2018 Sep04,2018 Sep24,Mauritius
3DA0AO,2018 Sep16,2018 Sep28,eSwatini
4S7DMG,2018 Aug06,2018 Aug14,Sri Lanka
4V7R,2018 Oct19,2018 Oct29,Haiti
4W6VA,2018 Jul07,2018 Jul30,Timor Leste
5W0GC,2018 Sep28,2018 Oct14,Samoa
7Q7ELA,2018 Sep17,2018 Sep26,Malawi
8Q7EC,2018 Sep14,2018 Sep23,Maldives
8Q7IP,2018 Sep19,2018 Sep30,Maldives
9X0T,2018 Sep26,2018 Oct10,Rwanda
A35RR,2018 Aug15,2018 Aug29,Tonga
C21GJ,2018 Sep30,2018 Oct12,Nauru
D44EK,2018 Jul23,2018 Aug07,Cape Verde
E51BUO,2018 Jul30,2018 Aug06,South Cook Is
E51HMK,2019 Mar14,2019 Mar22,South Cook Is
E6ET,2019 Mar19,2019 Apr02,Niue
E6Y,2018 Oct06,2018 Oct16,Niue
EX0PL,2018 Sep01,2018 Sep10,Kyrgyzstan
FH,2018 Sep20,2018 Oct06,Mayotte
FS,2018 Nov28,2018 Dec07,St Martin
GJ,2018 Aug11,2018 Aug14,Jersey
GU,2018 Aug05,2018 Aug11,Guernsey
HC8,2018 Aug07,2018 Aug10,Galapagos
JW,2018 Oct10,2018 Oct15,Svalbard
JW,2018 Sep20,2018 Sep25,Svalbard
JW100PUT,2018 Jul18,2018 Jul31,Svalbard
KH8,2018 Oct02,2018 Oct29,American Samoa
P29RR,2018 Jul01,2018 Jul26,Papua New Guinea
P29VIM,2018 Jul21,2018 Aug13,Papua New Guinea
P4,2018 Jul14,2018 Jul26,Aruba
PJ7AA,2018 Nov17,2018 Dec08,Sint Maarten
T32AH,2018 Sep12,2018 Oct01,East Kiribati
T88PB,2018 Aug31,2018 Sep03,Palau
TF,2018 Sep02,2018 Sep15,Iceland
TO6OK,2018 Sep21,2018 Oct06,Mayotte
TX5T,2018 Aug15,2018 Aug21,Austral Is
V26NF,2018 Aug12,2018 Aug19,Antigua
V31FT,2018 Oct29,2018 Nov08,Belize
V47FWX,2018 Aug18,2018 Aug25,St Kitts & Nevis
V47FWX,2018 Nov07,2018 Nov14,St Kitts & Nevis
V6J,2018 Jul19,2018 Jul31,Micronesia
VK9,2018 Oct09,2018 Oct14,Norfolk I
VK9CH,2018 Nov06,2018 Nov10,Cocos Keeling
VK9XG,2018 Oct16,2018 Oct30,Christmas I
VK9XQ,2018 Nov03,2018 Nov06,Christmas I
VK9XQ,2018 Nov10,2018 Nov17,Christmas I
VK9XT,2018 Sep29,2018 Oct06,Christmas I
VP6D,2018 Oct20,2018 Nov03,Ducie I
VP9KF,2018 Oct31,2018 Nov14,Bermuda
XT2SZZ,2018 Oct22,2018 Oct30,Burkina Faso
YJ0AFU,2018 Dec18,2019 Jan19,Vanuatu

YJ0GC,2018 Oct15,2018 Nov04,Vanuatu
YN,2018 Nov26,2018 Dec06,Nicaragua
Z23MD,2018 Oct26,2018 Nov06,Zimbabwe
Z6,2018 Aug20,2018 Aug26,Kosovo
Z66X,2018 Jul16,2018 Jul30,Kosovo
ZA,2018 Aug05,2018 Aug12,Albania
ZA5V,2018 Oct01,2018 Oct07,Albania
ZF2PG,2019 Jan12,2019 Jan20,Cayman Is
A. Thailand

RADIO SHACK REBIRTH ...
                  (from the ARRL news pages)
 07/18/2018
   According  to  a  July  13  article  in  the  New  York  Post,
RadioShack  is  planning  to  open  “express  stores”  within
HobbyTown  USA  locations.  The  nearly  century-old,  twice-
bankrupt retailer has signed a deal with HobbyTown USA to
put a mini-RadioShack outlet in  some 50 HobbyTown USA
stores  across  the  country  that  would  sell  items  that  might
appeal to radio amateurs and experimenters. Those locations
will  be  identified  with  RadioShack  signage.  HobbyTown
markets remote-controlled cars and boats as well as drones and
other hobby-related merchandise.

    HobbyTown USA has 140 retail outlets, and, according to
the  Post  article,  RadioShack  eventually  could  carve  out  a
presence — on the order of 500 square feet — in all of them.
HobbyTown USA stores in Parker, Colorado, and Mooresville,
North  Carolina,  will  be among the first to  host  RadioShack
express stores.

  “HobbyTown is purchasing the RadioShack merchandise and
offering it to its hobbyist customers who need the tools, wires,
and other accessories that RadioShack makes,” the Post article
said.  The article quoted Steve Moroneso, chief executive of
General Wireless Operations Inc. — an affiliate of hedge fund
Standard General which acquired RadioShack in 2015 — as
saying that  RadioShack’s strategy now is  not  to  own brick-
and-mortar  stores.  RadioShack  came  out  of  bankruptcy  in
January  with  400  dealers,  an  online  retail  presence,  and  a
distribution center. General Wireless acquired the 1,743 retail
outlets that survived RadioShack’s 2015 bankruptcy.

    Moroneso also told the Post that there is “plenty of interest
from  dealers  who  want  to  open  a  full-line  Radio  Shack.”
Dating its founding to 1921, RadioShack once offered a broad
array of name-brand Amateur Radio equipment — even beams
and towers — along with home entertainment gear and discrete
components, including transistors, resistors, and capacitors. Its
iconic 1960s-era catalog ran to more than 300 pages. In later
years, it sold a fairly popular 2-meter handheld transceiver for
a time, as well as Citizens Band equipment, 10-meter single
banders, and shortwave receivers. RadioShack’s retail website
remains  open,  marketing  many  of  the  same  items  once
available in its retail outlets.
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AMELIA EARHART ...
    (adapted from 
https://www.washingtonpost.com  )

<
https://tighar.org/Projects/Earhart/Archives/Research/Resear
chPapers/Brandenburg/PostLossSignals/PostLossRadioAnal
ysis/PostLostRadioAnalysis.pdf   >

   On July 2, 1937, the U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office in
San Francisco announced that Amelia Earhart’s  plane failed
to arrive at Howland Island and was likely lost at sea. In
case  the  flyers  had  landed  somewhere,  the  Navy  listed
Earhart’s  primary  frequencies  and  asked  all  operators  to
listen for signals.  Everyone listened on 3105 and 6210 kHz.
By  international  agreement,  only  U.S  registered  aircraft
were permitted to transmit on those frequencies. Also the
Coast  Guard cutter Itasca had special permission  to try to
contact  the  plane  on  those  frequencies.  Anything  heard
would be regarded as being possibly from the plane.

 In the final report after the search failed the Coast Guard
dismissed  all  of  the  reported  post-loss  signals  as  bogus,
ignoring  the  many  receptions  logged  by  professional
operators,  In  addition  they  declared  the  receptions  by
amateurs to be all probably criminally false. They did,
however,  describe  the   directional  bearings  taken  by Pan
American  as  coming  from  some  place  in  the  Pacific,
ignoring  the  many  receptions  heard  and  logged  by
professional  operators,  including  radiomen  aboard  the
Itasca. They declared the receptions by amateurs were all
probably criminally false.

 All available land areas were claimed to have been searched
also, Therefore the plane could not be on land somewhere.
The report concluded it was extremely doubtful that Earhart
ever sent signals after 0846, July 2.

 But fifty of the fifty-seven receptions were heard by U.S.
government or non-government operators listening on those
frequencies. Those included receptions by the U.S. Navy,
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Royal Navy, licensed amateurs,
Pan American Airways and a station on the island of Nauru.

HEYPHONES ASSIST RESCUES...
              (from the ARRL news pages)
 07/12/2018
 
  UK radio amateur John Hey, G3TDZ (SK),  was the
original  designer  of  special  low-frequency  radio
equipment — the HeyPhone — used in the recent cave
rescue in Thailand. Al Williams, WD5GNR, reported in
Hackaday that the British Cave Rescue Council (BCRC)
was asked for its  help and equipped the  rescuers with
HeyPhones. The HeyPhone is “now considered obsolete,
but is still in service with some teams,” Williams wrote.
The  radio  transmits  on  USB  at  87  kHz,  which  can
penetrate deep into the ground, typically via electrodes
driven into the ground.

  In  a  2018  update,  the  British  Cave  Research
Association (BCRA) Cave Radio & Electronics Group
(CREG) HeyPhone Cave Rescue Communication page
called the HeyPhone “a pioneering development in cave
radio”  that  “can  no  longer  be  recommended  for
construction.”  Several  successor  products  — including
the Nicola Mark III, which has been tested by the BCRC
— have been developed.

NOTA NEWS...
07/30/2018  from the ARRL news pages
  W5RRR,  the  Johnson  Space  Center  Amateur  Radio
Club (JSCARC), is on the air as part of the NASA on the
Air (NOTA) year-long special event as one of 12 NASA
ham  club  stations  participating  in  the  event,  which
celebrates  significant  NASA  milestones  as  the  agency
observes  its  60th  anniversary.  JSCARC  members  will
focus operations on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters, as well
as on satellites. A commemorative 1958 vintage vacuum
tube vintage station will be activated. It pairs a Johnson
Ranger  transmitter  and  Courier  amplifier  with  a
Hammarlund  HQ-145C  receiver,  courtesy  of  Kenneth
Goodwin, K5RG, a JSARC member.
   This station will be used to make CW, SSB, and AM
QSOs,  Keith  Brandt,  WD9GET,  said.  In  addition,  our
other  shack  radios  will  use  SSB,  FT8,  FM,  CW,  and
SSTV to make contacts on all bands. 
  A  special  60th  anniversary  QSL  card  designed  by
AB5SS  will  be  available  with  an  SASE  for  contacts
made only to JSC Amateur Radio Club, 2101 NASA Rd.
1  M/C  AW7,  Houston,  TX  77058.  A  certificate  is
available  for  top  stations  that  work  modes  and  bands
across  the  NOTA  NASA  centers.  [Also  included  is
NA8SA at NASA’s Glenn Research Center in Cleveland.
– de AF8C] 
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 8:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org

mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


