


Prez Sez...
 First, an apology to our editor for the late arrival of this
column as he tries to get away for some vacation and the
prez recovers from a local power outage. 
   Here we are again, halfway through summer, at the peak
of the Perseid meteor shower, with a fresh new issue of the
West Park Log.  In June the club once again participated in
the annual Field Day communications exercise for amateurs
all  across  North  America.  The  paperwork  for  our  69th
consecutive entry (we think) has been sent to the ARRL.
Our Vice-president Vesselin did a great job negotiating and
managing a new location that served us well.   Next year
we'll  want  to  add  'better  propagation'  to  the  FD  Chief's
responsibilities. 
  Once  again  opportunities  are  here  for  temporary
operations  outdoors,  including  NPS100  and  OSPOTA.
Those  will  be  followed  by  fall  training  for  operators
planning into enter the many contests that carry us almost
every weekend through the winter months. 
  And third, there are two new regulatory actions coming
that  will  affect  some of  our  members.   First  is  an FAA
proposal  to  require  some marking of  standalone  antenna
structures in rural areas, for the safety of agricultural crop
spraying and mapping aircraft.  This one was inserted into
the  FAA's  biennial  operating  budget  by  Congress  last
spring.   The  other  is  an  FCC Notice  of  Proposed  Rule
Making in response to a 2014 ARRL Petition that would
remove the current speed restrictions on RTTY in several
frequency bands and simply limit the occupied bandwidth to
2.8 kHz, except on the 60m band. I suspect that some of you
will  favor the higher data speeds allowed under this one,
others will be opposed to wider data signals.  Or you can
invent a new way to fit more data throughput into the old
300 Hz of spectrum bandwidth and become very rich in the
process.  We'll try to have web links to more information on
both of these actions at the August and September business
meetings. 
73 for now,

Karl Beckman WA8NVW
WPRC Club President

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club, our
members assist in this activity every year. Our next
opportunities  will  be  the  Saturdays  before
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  We  will  also
support other activities on short notice.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL). Many interesting discussions are being
summarized  in  our  almost  weekly  net  reports.
However, you must have a clear shot at the repeater's
receiving antenna to use an HT. Please consider your
2m antenna systems and how they perform for the
net. We are on at 9 p.m. local Mondays.

2016-2017 MEETING 
PROGRAMS...
  The  following  topics  are  still  on  the  list  for
programs:  shack  videos,  Fox  Hunt  how-to's,
comparing  different  Web  browsers,  operating
Echolink and/or IRLP, or one of  the old standbys
such  as Smith  Chart,  Transmission Line  Analysis,
antenna tuners etc. Also coming are discussions on
Raspberry-Pi and Arduino.

2016 ACTIVITIES...
  The following attention grabbers are coming:

QRP TO THE FIELD AUG. 20
OSPOTA
CLEVELAND HAMFEST
CONTEST SEASON
LCAC
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ARRL AND FCC...
          (from  ARRL news  08/12/2016 )

The FCC will accept public comments in response to a July FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in WT 
Docket 16-239 — the “Symbol Rate” proceeding — are due by October 11. Reply comments — i.e., comments on 
comments already filed — are due by November 11. The NPRM now has been published in The Federal Register, thus
opening the respective 60-day and 30-day comment/reply comment windows.

In response to a 2013 ARRL Petition for Rule Making (RM-11708), the FCC proposed to revise the Amateur Service 
Part 97 rules to eliminate current baud rate limitations for data emissions, consistent with ARRL’s Petition, but it 
declined to propose a bandwidth limitation for data emissions in the MF and HF bands to replace the baud rate 
limitations. ARRL had asked the FCC to change the Part 97 rules to delete the symbol rate limits in §97.307(f) and 
replace them with a maximum bandwidth for data emissions of 2.8 kHz on amateur frequencies below 29.7 MHz.

Interested parties may comment on the NPRM in WT Docket 16-239 via the FCC’s Electronic Comment Filing 
Service (EFCS), as well as by mail.



MAGIC BAND...
               ( from ARRL news)
06/15/2016
   Six meters sounded more like an HF band during the
ARRL June VHF Contest over the June 11-12 weekend,
as sustained sporadic E (E-skip or Es) openings greeted
participants.  Some found 6  meter  contacts  so bountiful
that  they tended to  neglect the other  VHF/UHF bands,
where conditions were more typical.
   “As for why the contest weekend was so good, all I can
say  is  that  June  can  be  good  for  E-skip,”  said  Carl
Luetzelschwab,  K9LA,  the  former  “Propagation”  editor
for  National  Contest  Journal  (NCJ).  “I  think  the  term
‘sporadic’  in  its  name  is  well  suited.  We  just  don’t
understand the detailed processes of 6 meter Es.”
   For many, it was a 6-meters-only event, with the best
conditions in several years and much of the action on CW.
“This was the consummate 50 MHz festival,  with wide
open  bands  throughout  most  of  the  contest,”  Bill
Schwantes,  W7QQ,  in  New  Mexico,  posted  in  his
soapbox comments on the  3830  website.  “For  the first
time in my memory I felt like a rate junkie, often reaching
200 per hour. What fun on 6, while ignoring long-haul,
weak signal contacts on 144, 222, and 432.”
  Bob Striegl,  K2DRH, who boasts some serious VHF-
UHF antennas in Illinois said the band “was going crazy”
in the evening from the East Coast to Europe, and to Japan
from  the  Midwest  and  South.  “In  a  lull  I  tuned  up
JA7QVI, who was the strongest, and worked him on CW
with low power! I even saw some action to the Caribbean
when ZF1EJ and several COs and KP4s called me in my
pileup. I also made a QSO with EA8DBM on SSB, when
he was a true S-9.” The DX aside, Striegl’s philosophy is
that trying to score new DXCC entities in an event such as
this just slows things down, since DX contacts count the
same as any other.
   Mike Smith, VE9AA, in New Brunswick called it “A
VHF (6 meter) contest I can write home about.” He was
one station’s first 6 meter contact, “and I was tickled to do
that.”
   Top-tier HF contester Dan Street,  K1TO, in Florida,
made  his  first  6  meter  contact  with  Japan  during  the
ARRL  VHF,  only  his  third  ever.  “Conditions  were
amazingly  different  for  all  of  us,”  Street  said  in  his
soapbox post. “I watched in awe as the W1s seemed to
have a contest-long opening to somewhere. EA8DBM’s
skimmer made an incredible number of USA spots, and he
worked stations out to the West Coast. Yet here in Florida,
I never heard him once, nor even one European.”

   Eric Gruff, NC6K, in California also didn’t get in on the
excitement.  “Another  frustrating  VHF  contest  from
DM13,” he posted. “[T]he majority of the time, I spent
listening to the same local stations calling CQ incessantly
while  the  rest  of  the  country  was  enjoying  a  huge
opening.”
    Charlie Panek, KX7L, in Washington, summed things
up this way: “Every few years the planets line up right,
and we get a good Es opening during the contest,” he said.
“This was one of those years!”
   The terrific conditions persisted at least into the next
day,  when  former  ARRL CEO  David  Sumner,  K1ZZ,
reported  working  121  Europeans  from  Connecticut,
including  two  new  ones  —  Greece  and  Romania  —
bringing his DXCC total to 101 on the Magic Band.

WARRANTY VOID  (NOT) ...
               ( found on the QRZ.COM)

NOTE:  mentioning of this article does not imply that
this  newsletter,  nor  the  editor,  nor  the  West  Park
Radiops club agrees with the opinion of the author.

<  http://motherboard.vice.com/read/warranty-void-if-
removed-stickers-are-illegal  >

“There are big “no trespassing” signs affixed to most of
our electronics.

If  you own a gaming console,  laptop,  or computer, it’s
likely you’ve seen one of these warnings in the form of a
sticker placed over a screw or a seam: “Warranty void if
removed.”

In addition, big manufacturers such as Sony, Microsoft,
and  Apple  explicitly  note  or  imply  in  their  official
agreements that their year-long manufacturer warranties—
which entitle you to a replacement or repair if your device
is defective—are void if consumers attempt to repair their
gadgets or take them to a third party repair professional.

What  almost  no  one  knows  is  that  these  stickers  and
clauses  are  illegal  under  a  federal  law passed  in  1975
called the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act.

(more discussion follows on the above Web page)
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call,Start Date,End Date,DXCC Entity
3D2GG,2016 Oct11,2016 Oct13,Fiji
3D2YA,2016 Oct21,2016 Oct25,Fiji
3W,2016 Aug11,2016 Aug17,Vietnam
3Y,2018 Jan01,2018 Jan31,Bouvet I
5H1XX,2016 Aug13,2016 Aug22,Tanzania
5W0BOB,2016 Sep10,2016 Sep17,Samoa
5W0JHQ,2016 Sep20,2016 Sep27,Samoa
5Z4,2016 Sep24,2016 Oct10,Kenya
6V1IS,2016 Nov06,2016 Nov16,Senegal
6Y6N,2016 Aug06,2016 Aug20,Jamaica
6Y6N,2016 Aug10,2016 Aug24,Jamaica
8Q7SP,2016 Nov20,2016 Dec03,Maldives
9G5AM,2016 Oct19,2016 Oct26,Ghana
A35JP/p,2016 Sep28,2016 Oct04,Tonga
CE0/X,2017 Apr01,2017 Apr30,San Felix
CE0Y,2016 Nov24,2016 Dec02,Easter I
CN2RN,2016 Jul25,2016 Aug14,Morocco
CT8,2016 Aug05,2016 Aug19,Azores
CY9C,2016 Aug19,2016 Aug28,St Paul
D66D,2016 Sep18,2016 Sep30,Comoros
E51AMF,2017 Jan11,2017 Feb06,North Cook Is
E51Q,2016 Sep08,2016 Sep19,South Cook Is
E6,2016 Sep20,2016 Sep29,Niue
FK,2016 Sep05,2016 Sep12,New Caledonia
FM,2016 Oct29,2016 Nov04,Martinique
FO,2016 Oct10,2016 Nov02,French Polynesia
FS,2016 Dec01,2016 Dec11,St Martin
GU3TTC,2016 Aug13,2016 Aug19,Guernsey
H40GC,2016 Oct04,2016 Oct17,Temotu I
H44COW,2016 Oct25,2016 Nov26,Solomon Is
H44GC,2016 Oct18,2016 Oct21,Solomon Is
H44GC,2016 Sep24,2016 Oct03,Solomon Is
J3,2016 Nov30,2016 Dec08,Grenada
J5,2016 Nov15,2016 Nov30,Guinea Bissau
J6,2016 Nov04,2016 Nov12,St Lucia
J6,2016 Nov05,2016 Nov12,St Lucia
JD1YBV,2016 Aug23,2016 Aug28,Ogasawara
JT,2016 Aug30,2016 Sep24,Mongolia
JT,2016 Sep06,2016 Sep24,Mongolia
JW,2016 Sep07,2016 Sep12,Svalbard
KH1,2017 Sep01,2017 Sep14,Baker & Howland Is
KH2,2016 Nov17,2016 Nov20,Guam
KH6,2016 Aug05,2016 Aug26,Hawaii
KH6,2016 Oct09,2016 Oct23,Hawaii
OJ0DX,2016 Aug12,2016 Aug16,Market Reef
OY,2016 Sep15,2016 Sep21,Faroe Is
PJ2,2016 Nov21,2016 Nov29,Curacao
S79KB,2016 Sep24,2016 Oct08,Seychelles
S9,2016 Sep26,2016 Oct01,Sao Tome & Principe
S9YY,2016 Oct08,2016 Oct23,Sao Tome & Principe

T2,2017 Mar14,2017 Apr04,Tuvalu
T2COW,2016 Jul21,2016 Aug18,Tuvalu
T2J,2016 Oct04,2016 Oct10,Tuvalu
T2R,2016 Sep27,2016 Oct04,Tuvalu
T30COW,2016 Sep24,2016 Oct24,Western Kiribati
T32AZ,2016 Sep01,2016 Sep15,Eastern Kiribati
TF,2016 Aug06,2016 Aug21,Iceland
TK,2016 Aug21,2016 Sep04,Corsica
TL8AO,2016 Nov10,2016 Nov22,Central African Rep
TO5FP,2016 Sep10,2016 Sep20,St Pierre & Miquelon
TX2AH,2016 Aug17,2016 Aug28,French Polynesia
V47JA,2016 Sep12,2016 Sep29,St Kitts & Nevis
V63AJ,2016 Nov06,2016 Nov16,Micronesia
VK9L,2016 Oct01,2016 Oct02,Lord Howe I
VK9NZ,2016 Sep25,2016 Oct15,Norfolk I
VP5,2016 Dec10,2016 Dec19,Turks & Caicos
VP6AH,2016 Sep03,2016 Nov25,Pitcairn I
VP6J,2016 Aug25,2016 Sep03,Pitcairn I
XU7,2016 Aug07,2016 Aug18,Cambodia
XU7AEX,2016 Aug05,2016 Aug19,Cambodia
XU7MDC,2016 Nov04,2016 Nov14,Cambodia
XX9TYT,2016 Aug29,2016 Sep05,Macao
YJ,2016 Aug20,2016 Sep21,Vanuatu
YJ8RN,2016 Jul25,2016 Aug20,Vanuatu
YX0V,2016 Sep01,2016 Sep10,Avis I
ZA,2016 Aug09,2016 Aug23,Albania
ZA,2016 Aug26,2016 Aug30,Albania
ZD7VDE,2016 Oct18,2016 Oct30,St Helena
ZL7,2016 Nov01,2016 Dec01,Chatham Is
ZL7,2016 Nov24,2016 Dec01,Chatham Is
ZL7G,2016 Oct26,2016 Nov09,Chatham I

Bold faced lines are entities listed in the top of the ClubLog 
most wanted list.

CUBESATS...
                (from Wikipedia[TM])

  A CubeSat  (U-class  spacecraft)  is  a  type  of  miniaturized
satellite  for  space  research that  is  made up  of  multiples  of
10×10×11.35 cm cubic units. CubeSats have a mass of no more
than 1.33 kilograms per unit, and often use commercial off-the-
shelf components for their electronics and structure. CubeSats
are  most  commonly  put  in  orbit  by  deployers  on  the
International Space Station, or launched as secondary payloads
on a launch vehicle.  Some CubeSats became the first national
satellites  of  their  countries,  being  launched  by  universities,
state, or private companies. Uses typically involve experiments
which can be miniaturized  or  serve  purposes such as Earth
observation or amateur radio.
  In 1999, California Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly)
and Stanford University developed the CubeSat specifications
for developing low-cost spacecraft.
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TRANSMISSION LINE TRIVIA...
                        ( from my fingertips)
(Let's see if anyone can figure out what happened here.)

I was checking out the SWR on a long piece of new high
quality  50  ohm  coaxial  transmission  line.  New
connectors had just been carefully installed on the line.
The line was terminated in a brand new high quality 50
ohm dummy  load.  According  to  electronics  theory,  a
transmission line properly terminated in a purely resistive
impedance matching the characteristic impedance of the
transmission line should show a 1:1 SWR (VSWR) at
frequencies that are so low enough that the transmission
line natural losses (resistance, dielectric, etc.) are nil. For
that  high  quality  piece  of  coax  the  following  SWR
readings were observed:   ( Here "<" means "less than".)

Band      VSWR
160        <1.1
80          3.0
40         <1.1
30         <1.1
20         <1.1
17         <1.1
15         <1.1
12         <1.1
10         <1.1
6           <1.1

The setup: the RF power source was a Kenwood TS2000
supplying 23 watts to the transmission line. I was using
the TS2000's own LCD display for the SWR readout. The
transceiver had not been used on HF since the spring of
2015 when I was in some HF contest. After that spring I
was quite busy getting ready to move from my home of
40+ years  (QTH1)  to  a  recently purchased home with
more space for erecting antennas (QTH2).  At QTH1 I
had  a  HYGAIN TH3JR 20-15-10  beam on  a  40  foot
tower  and an Alpha-Delta  DX-LB 160-80-40 coax fed
coil loaded dipole held in an inverted vee formation off
the tower. I had worked some DX or local contests in the
years before the move, and I usually (even if wastefully)
ran with an MFJ 989D legal limit  tuner always in line
with  the  50  ohm  coax  used  to  get  power  from  the
transceiver to the outdoor antennas. This was because in
shifting from the CW sub-band to the Phone sub-band, or
the other way around, or in transitioning from  high bands
to  low  bands,  I  could  not  always  just  connect  to  an

antenna tuned to only that sub-band. So I kept the kW
tuner in line.

After  the move to  QTH2,  I  had only been only on
VHF (the club's 2m net) virtually every time until this
day. Once I had tried HF, but I was soon shut down
due  to  tripping  some  arc  fault  circuit  breakers  in
the panel  box while  on 15m with  a  five-band non-
WARC Hygain  18AVT/WB  vertical  antenna.  Then
months  later  the  transmit  power  was  only  5W  for
testing the RF susceptibility of professionally installed
replacement arc fault circuit breakers. (They passed.)
During  that  test  I  didn’t  care  about  or  check  any
VSWR readings.

OK. What was up with 80m?  How could a "perfectly"
matched  high  quality  transmission  line  have  an
impedance bump like that, but only on 80m?

Hint: the TS2000 has an internal antenna tuner.  But at
QTH1 I had “always” used the outboard 989D 1 kW
in-line tuner for  operating. This time that  tuner was
not connected. The answer will be forthcoming in the
program  that  Karl,  WA8NVW,  will  be  giving  in
September. But maybe you have figured it out already.

ISS SKIP...
    ( Southgate Amateur Radio News June 1, 2016)
  After  two  weeks  of  preparation  Tim,  G4LOH in
Helston, Cornwall,  England Grid IO70jc and Roger,
VE1SKY  Bridgetown,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada  Grid
FN74iu used FSK441 to  try  a  Brendan Quest  style
reflection off the International Space Station (ISS).
    Employing AMSAT satellite software, both stations
aimed at  the calculated grid  HO11nl  for  a  144.175
MHz QSO attempt with a mutual window of less than
1 minute.
  At  12:22  UTC  May  2,  2016,  VE1SKY  copied
G4LOH at a distance of 4,441 km. The signal decoded
once completely by 'cursor clicking' and then partially.
This was the first received ISS signal bounce from EU
to  NA,  and  the  first  'intentional'  signal  by  ISS
reflection received in any direction across the North or
South  Atlantic  (screenshot  is  available  at
QRZ.com/VE1SKY). The reception is being verified
as a possible DX record for satellite reflection.
   Tim has  since been received twice in  the  much
closer GN37 grid by VO1HP using Morse code.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net
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