
 



What was the President Thinking?
 
   He  was  thinking  back  to  Field  Day and  thought, 
WOW!  We may not have scored a boat load of points 
this year by working battery and no Low Power.  But we 
started on time and worked all  24 hours of the event. 
Way to go team!!
  That would be a great thing to say, but we did it!!  And 
there  are  better  things to  come next  year.   I  can see 
working  SSB,  CW,  and  Digital  on  battery  and  Low 
Power.  We can use the FT-817 radios that we have and 
go for more points.  But we did great this year and that is 
nothing to look down at.  Plus we had great hospitality 
from Dave and his awesome family.  And also all the 
members that participated in the event, we really had a 
great showing and a great time.  Thank you to all!  Let's 
do  it  again  next  year,  Same  Bat  Time,  Same  Bat 
Channel.....
   Now let's look at the end of the year fast approaching, 
Thanksgiving, Veterans Day, Christmas, all great days to
thank the Lord for all that we are blessed with in this 
great country we live in.  If someone is in need this year
let us give a little bit more, love a little bit better, help a 
little  more deeply.   I  love this club because we are a 
team, we can do anything we put our hearts and minds 
to.  Anyone have any ideas for future contesting events 
to get the club together as a while?  Please bring it up at 
a meeting coming to you.
73 All My Friends, Be very blessed!!  -de N8WB

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…  
   The  Lakewood  Charitable  Assistance  Corp. 
May 11 delivery of  spring cleaning supplies for 
150 disadvantaged families was supported by help 
from  West  Park  Radiops  volunteers  N8CX, 
K8VUS,  W8KH,  and  AF8C.  As  an  ARRL 
Special  Service  Club,  our  members  assist  this 
activity every year.  More members helping would 
be welcome. Our next opportunity to help LCAC 
will be on the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to 
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many 
interesting discussions have been summarized in 
our  almost  weekly  net  reports.   Now you don't 
need a mobile rig and antenna to be in our nets. 
An HT can sometimes suffice. However, you must 
have  a  clear  shot  at  the  repeater's  receiving 
antenna to use an HT. Perhaps we can discuss how 
to  build  a  simple  2m ground  plane  antenna  to 
make sure you have a good path.

OSPOTA 2013...
  Some of  our  members  are  planning  to  again 
participate in OSPOTA on Sept. 7. The planning 
time is  now relatively  short,  since  the  event  is 
about five weeks away. As Al, N8CX always says, 
there's  only a  few days between Field  Day and 
Labor Day. It's a good idea to take advantage of 
that short time.
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FCC ACTIONS PENDING...
6/20 Federal Communications Commission (summary)
  FCC News: FCC Sets RF Exposure Reassessment Comments Deadlines...   The Amateur Radio community and 
other interested parties have until September 3 to file comments on an FCC proceeding to reassess the limits and 
policies governing exposure to radio frequency electromagnetic fields. The FCC released a First Report and 
Order, Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Notice of Inquiry in the proceeding (ET dockets 13-84 and 
03-137) on March 27 and published in The Federal Register June 4. The ARRL plans to submit comments this 
summer. The Commission will accept reply comments – i.e., comments on the comments filed in the proceeding 
by September 3 -- until November 1.  While the FCC proposals do not alter existing RF exposure limits, they do 
call for the elimination of existing special evaluation exemptions spelled out in Section 97.13(c) of the 
Commission's rules. Minor rules changes adopted in the Report and Order section of the document take effect 
August 5.
7/25 ARRL LETTER (summary)
   Responding  to an FCC call for comments based in part on recommendations in a Technological Advisory 
Council (TAC) white paper, the ARRL this week told the Commission that establishing so-called “harm claim 
threshold” (HCT) standards for receivers would not work in the Amateur Service. HCTs, expressed in field 
strength or power flux density, would specify the level of radio interference that receivers should be expected to 
tolerate before a radio service could claim harmful interference. Limits would be established throughout a 
service’s assigned frequency range as well as within certain frequencies outside that range. The ARRL argued 
that there is a need for minimum, perhaps even mandatory, receiver performance standards for home electronic 
devices, but the Amateur Service should not be subject to receiver immunity standards.
   “Any performance standards for Amateur receivers would be purely arbitrary, and would compromise the 
experimental purposes of the Service,” the ARRL told the Commission. “Amateurs have the technical 
knowledge to differentiate between interference from spurious or out-of-band emissions from nearby transmitters 
and that caused by receiver deficiencies.”



CQ CONTEST RULES CHANGES...
    (from THE ARRL LETTER, 7/11/13)
  The sponsor of the CQ World Wide DX Contest, 
arguably the premier events of the contest season, 
has  completely rewritten  the  contest  rules  rules, 
effective with  this fall's  SSB and CW weekends 
(RTTY is not affected). The CQ WW SSB takes 
place October 26-27, the CW event November 23-
24.  "The CQ WW DX Contest rules have evolved 
for over 50 years," said Contest Manager Randy 
Thompson, K5ZD, announcing the updates July 1.
   "Changes in technology, operating practices and 
enforcement  efforts  caused  the  rules  to  become 
increasingly  complex."  The  primary goal  of  the 
rewrite, he said, was "to make the rules simpler and 
easier  to  understand."  The  rewrite  already  has 
generated considerable online discussion.
   One change offers a "Classic Overlay" category 
for single-operator, all-band entries.  "The Classic 
Overlay category is intended for the radio purists 
who  want  to  participate  in  the  most  traditional 
way,"  Thompson  explained.  Entrants  will  use  a 
single radio and operate without outside assistance, 
and only the first 24 hours of actual operating time 
will count toward the operator's score. Also new is 
a "Rookie Overlay" category for operators licensed 
3 years or less. The CQ WW is doing away with 
the "Xtreme Contesting" and "Team Competition" 
categories,  and  "Checklog"  is  now  listed  as  a 
noncompetitive entry category.
   The  rewrite  creates  two  categories  of  Club 
Competition  --  US  and  DX.  Entrants  must  log 
contacts as they occur and may not edit their logs 
after  the  contest  ends.  The  updated  rules  also 
address "unsportsmanlike conduct," such as having 
an  excessive  bandwidth,  and  disqualifications. 
"Red and Yellow cards have been removed in favor 
of one action -- disqualification," Thompson noted.

THE LAST TELEGRAM...
  ( from THE ARRL LETTER, 7/11/13  )
  144 years after Samuel F.B. Morse sent the first 
telegram in Washington, the world’s final telegram 
was sent in India July 14, 2013. Telegraph services 
ended in the United States seven years ago, but in 
India,  the  century-and-a-half  old  communication 
medium was still  used to send messages. Bharat 
Sanchar  Nigam  Limited  (BSNL),  India’s  state-
owned  telecom  company,  recently  printed  a 
message  that  reads,  “GRANDMOTHER 
SERIOUS.  15  DAYS  LEAVE  EXTENSION,” 
according to  the  Christian Science Monitor.  'We 
were incurring losses of over $23 million a year 
because  SMS and  smartphones  have  rendered  it 
redundant.' - Shamim Akhtar, general manager of 
BSNL's telegraph services a BSNL official told the 
Monitor. 
  Once the world’s fastest form of communication, 
telegrams  no  longer  compete  with  modern 
technology. The telegram industry was not always 
so bleak; at its peak in 1985, 60 million telegrams 
were exchanged across 45,000 offices. Today, only 
75 offices exist, employing 998 people, down from 
12,500 telegram employees in better years.
    The telegram has also played a large cultural role 
in  India,  where  they  were  first  introduced  by 
British  doctor  William  O'Shaughnessy  in  1850. 
Referred to as “taar” or wire, telegrams were used 
as  plot  twists  in  many  Bollywood  films,  often 
bringing news of a death in the family. Telegrams 
were  also  key in  aiding  the  British  to  defeat  a 
revolt  in  1857  and  were  used  by  Indian  Prime 
Minister  Jawaharlal  Nehru to inform England of 
Pakistan’s  invasion  of  Kashmir.  The  Indian 
government  was  the  primary  user  of  telegrams, 
making up 65 percent of the market. However, the 
remaining  35  percent  of  users  are  the  general 
public. 
< 
http://www.foxnews.com/tech/2013/06/17/telegra
ms-no-more-stop-india-to-send-final-message-in-
july/#ixzz2Wf4pc7P8 >
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COPING WITH BROWNOUTS ...
        (from  community.fema.gov  )
   The high demands on electricity for keeping cool 
are  increasing  the  risk  of  areas  experiencing 
blackouts or brownouts. Brownouts typically occur 
during heat waves due to heavy equipment coming 
online,  short  circuits,  or  electrical  companies 
decreasing voltage in order to meet the needs of 
peak time. Blackouts occur when it is a complete 
power outage and can last from hours to weeks.
    It's  important  that  you take action  now and 
prepare  for  the  next  time  service  interruptions 
occur in your area. Because the length of a power 
outage can vary from a few hours to several days, 
you need to plan to get by without utilities for at 
least three days. Not sure how to prepare? FEMA 
is here to help.
   Use FEMA's "Going Off Grid: Utility Outages" 
activity module  to  reference simple  steps  to  get 
prepared  for  an  outage.  Some  utility  outage 
checklist items include:

·  Document  important  phone  numbers  and  vital 
power company information

· Locate and label your utility shutoffs

· Follow energy conservation measures to keep the 
use of electricity as low as possible, which can help 
power companies avoid imposing rolling blackouts

· Have your disaster kit ready and stocked

  The "Going Off Grid: Utility Outages" activity 
module is part of FEMA's "Preparedness Activities 
for  Communities  Everywhere"  tools,  which 
educate individuals about relatively easy steps to 
take to become prepared for all types of hazards. 
The  tools  are  designed  for  anyone  to  use  in 
coordination  with  local  emergency  preparedness 
partners to help better prepare for emergencies. For 
additional tips on blackouts visit:  
          < http://www.ready.gov/blackouts > 

ENCRYPTION PROPOSAL 
PANNED...
  ( from THE ARRL LETTER, 7/11/13 )
 The ARRL called on the FCC to deny a Petition 
for Rule Making (RM-11699) seeking to permit the 
encryption  of  certain  amateur  communications 
during  emergency  operations  or  related  training 
exercises.  AB1PH,  of  East  Walpole,  MA, 
petitioned the Commission in March to suggest an 
additional  exception  to  §97.113,  which  prohibits 
"messages encoded for  the purpose of  obscuring 
their meaning." The Amateur Service rule is based 
on  a  similar  rule  in  international  tele- 
communication law, the ARRL noted.
  "While … it  is  ARRL's  view that  there  is  no 
factual  or  legal  basis  for  the  assumption  that 
encryption of transmissions...is necessary in order 
to  continue  …  Amateur  Radio  emergency  and 
disaster relief communications," the League said in 
its  comments  filed  July  8  with  the  FCC.  The 
ARRL denied  Rolph's  assertion  that  the  current 
prohibition  "has  impacted  the  relationship  of 
Amateur Radio volunteers and served agencies and 
significantly limited the effectiveness of amateurs 
in  supporting  emergency  communications."  The 
League  said  it's  unaware  of  any  evidence  that 
served agencies have been reluctant to use Amateur 
Radio as part of their emergency or disaster relief 
communications  plans  because of  the  encryption 
restrictions in Part 97. 
 The  ARRL  characterized  as  "erroneous"  and 
"unfounded" Rolph's assumption that encryption of 
certain  information  may  be  required  under  the 
provisions  of  HIPAA  --  the  Health  Insurance 
Portability  and  Accountability  Act.  Radio 
amateurs, the ARRL countered, are not  "covered 
entities"  under  HIPAA,  which  applies  only  to 
health care providers, health plans and health care 
clearinghouses. And, the League added, there is no 
expectation  of  privacy  in  Amateur  Radio 
communications.
  More  than  200 comments  were  filed  on  RM-
11699,  most  of  them  tending  to  support  the 
ARRL's arguments.
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BEST TRANSMIT BAND FILTERS...
                (from various Web pages)
  We had discussed acquiring some single-band 
filters  for  use  on  our  Field  Day two-transmitter 
station this year.  Sources in the local area have 
discussed using Dunestar filters in their operations. 
Having no filters this year in West Park's Field Day 
once  again  incurred  a  problem  with  cross-band 
interference  due  to  the  proximities  of  the  wire 
antennas. 
    As a result, a tour of “single band filters” via 
Google[TM] citations resulted in the author finding 
various  filters  from  different  manufacturers  that 
have been reviewed in various articles. As a result 
of  these  readings,  some  fine  filters  may  be 
suggested for purchase by interested amateurs for 
our 2014 Field Day. Some reading sources are:

http://www.k8gu.com/?page_id=531

http://freepdfdb.org/pdf/dunestar

http://freepdfdb.org/pdf/a-survey-of-bandpass-
filters-for-contesting-introduction-49455840.html

http://www.5b4agn.net/TX%20BPF.htm

http://lists.contesting.com/_cq-contest/2007-
03/msg00635.html

LOTW 1.14.1 NOW READY...
    (  from The ARRL LETTER, 6/27/13 )
  The  recently released version  of  Trusted  QSL 
(TQSL)  software  for  Logbook  of  The  World 
(LoTW) makes it much easier for users to upload 
logs to the worldwide contact repository. TQSL v. 
1.14.1 may be downloaded from the LoTW page.
   The new software lets users upload log files to 
LoTW directly from Trusted QSL, saving steps. It 
also  will  automatically  check  for  updates, 
prompting users to download and install.  Among 
other  new  features,  any  QSOs  that  have  been 
successfully uploaded to LoTW or saved to a file 
are registered in a database, and exact duplicates 

are  automatically stripped  from future  logs  (this 
feature may be disabled).
  More  than  a  half-billion  contact  records  have 
been posted in LoTW since it began operation in 
2003,  resulting  in  some  72  million  contact 
confirmations.  Upgrading  to  version  1.14  is  not 
mandatory. Full information on the advantages of 
upgrading is available on the LoTW website.

CAUTION WITH LITHIUM-ION 
BATTERIES ON PLANES...
       ( from The ARRL LETTER, 7/4/13 )
  FAA regulations let you travel with dry cells in 
either  your  carry-on  or  checked  baggage,  but 
prohibit  loose  lithium  batteries  in  checked 
baggage. But what about rechargeables in carry-on 
luggage? Stu Martin, K2QDE, reports that he ran 
into  a  small  hitch  when  attempting  to  carry his 
spare hand-held transceiver battery in his carry-on 
bag. A notice within his boarding pass declared:
  "Lithium  Batteries:  Carriage  of  spare  lithium 
batteries is  not  permitted in checked baggage. If  
you  put  a  portable  electronic  device  in  checked 
baggage,  you  may  still  do  so  with  the  batteries 
installed in the device. Spare lithium batteries in  
carry-on  luggage  must  have  the  terminals 
insulated and must  be placed inside a protective  
case or plastic bag." 
   Martin taped the battery's terminals and stowed it 
in a bag.
   The FAA rules apply to "consumer-sized lithium- 
ion  batteries,"  including  "larger,  extended-life 
laptop  batteries."  The  FAA  adds  this  caveat, 
however: 
   "Even if an item is generally permitted, it may be 
subject  to  additional  screening  or  not  allowed 
through  the  checkpoint  if  it  triggers  an  alarm 
during  the  screening  process,  appears  to  have 
been  tampered  with,  or  poses  other  security 
concerns.  The  final  decision  rests  with  TSA  on 
whether to allow any items on the plane." 
  More information is available on the FAA Web 
site.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


