
20  21   CLUB    
OFFICERS

President
Tom Wilkinson               N8FDY
(216) 409-1886
Vice President
Stephen Kinford             N8WB
(216) 702-8384
Secretary
Glenn Williams               AF8C
(440) 934-5566
Treasurer
Ann Wadsworth             KA8ZEP

Fifth Board Member
Elaine Wilkinson            KC8FOS
(216) 337-4235

COMMITTEES

FIELD EVENTS
COMMITTEE - OPEN

Safety Officer
OPEN

License Trustee
N8WB

ARRL VE’S
AF8C, N8CX, N8WB, W8MET

ARTICLES SUBMITTED
N8FDY

ANTENNA GURU
W8PN

CLUB AWARDS MGR
OPEN

CONTESTS, SATELLITES
N8WS

DX REPORTER
N8WS

8TH AREA BUREAU LETTER MGR. 
AF8C  (8V)

PROGRAMS
KC8FOS

EDITOR, WEBMASTER
AF8C

LABELS DATABASE
N8CX

WEST  PARK  EVENTS *

   During the Covid crisis we will hold an extra every Friday night  8 p.m.  
2m net on the usual frequency listed above. We thank the Northern Ohio 
DX Association for the use of their repeater, 147.36+ (107.2)

These substitutes for actual first and third Friday meeting nights are:

Apr.   2     -   2M NET*
Apr.   16   -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*
May   7     -   2M NET*
May  21    -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*
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SOAPBOX
 West  Park  Radiops  technical
interests include recent new amateur
radio  technologies,  new  antenna
projects,  contesting,  and  DX,  to
name a few. 
   
   Our Public Service events are 
suspended.

   Our Monday and Friday night nets
are on the NODXA’s 147.36+ (107.2
PL)  repeater  at  8  p.m.   Listen  or
check in. Join the fun.

      FOUNDED 1947

Web:     http://www.westparkradiops.org
Email:     w8vm-<at>-arrl.net  
CLUB’S   W8VM   SKCC #12111

CONTESTS   AND  EVENTS
                   - de WA7BNM  & ARRL
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This document  was created using 
LibreOffice , a PDF creator, and  UBUNTU 
LINUX.  Use of  Microsoft products  was 
limited to as few applications as possible.

Apr 3 State QSO Parties
Apr 10 State QSO Parties
Apr 18 ARRL Rookie Roundup PH
Apr 24 QRP to the Field
May 1 State QSO Parties
May 8 50 MHz Spring Sprint
May 15 Feld Hell Sprint
May 22 Hamvention QSO Party
May 29 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW

Our Nets 147.36  107.2 Mon/Fri 8 p.m. 

 

http://www.westparkradiops.org/


CLUB ACTIVITY...

There’s  a  restlessness  as  club  members  would
like to restart regular meetings but we don’t know
when exactly,  or where exactly.  What if we are
ready for regular meetings but TRI-C is not ready
to authorize indoor meetings?

The constitution  review committee  is  ready for
members to see new proposed changes.  How are
we to do that?  Would we do it by email or by
hardcopy at a regular meeting?    Changes to the
constitution require certain protocols for viewing,
quorum, and voting. Stay tuned.

Some members have been taking advantage of the
rising DX activity of Solar Cycle 25.  Recent DX
call signs have been (and in some cases still are)
A25RU,  VK9CW,  ZC4GR,  and  JX2US.   The
new modes  in  the  WSJTX installation  package
have FT8 and FT4 as the major modes.  FT8 has
become nearly the default (digital) mode, steering
away interest from CW, SSB, and PSK31.

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…  
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club in past
years,  our  members  assisted  in  this  activity  three
times every year. During  COVID-19 those activities
are suspended.
  

 RECENT NETS & TALK…
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2 PL) at 8 p.m. local on Mondays, and Fridays
during  the  COVID-19  crisis.  Many  interesting
discussions occur and often with no prior planning.
However, you must have a clear shot at the repeater's
receiving antenna to use an HT. Please consider your
2m antenna systems and how they perform for the
net.

  In general, radio net activity provides virtual public
service  practice  and  keeps  our  radios  in  tested
operation and weeds out problems. 

TO YOUR HEALTH!…
  We wish everyone a STAY SAFE and BEST OF
LUCK  time  during  the  special  COVID-19
precautions.  Take  advantage  of  the  vaccination
needles.
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FCC HAS RFI JURISDICTION...
                                            ( following some ARRL web pages)
  < http://www.arrl.org/federal-rfi-preemption > 
  At times, local and state governments have tried to restrict Amateur Radio operations by imposing 
ordinances aimed at controlling radio frequency interference – RFI.  Under these ordinances and statutes, 
local governments have tried to “shut down” amateur radio operations on the basis that the RFI is a 
nuisance to the affected neighbors. In 1982 Congress passed P.L. 97-259, which gives exclusive jurisdiction
to regulate RFI to the FCC, preempting state and local ordinances that attempted to do so. For a 
better understanding of the federal preemption policy, you will want to read several online articles available 
in the above  referenced URL.
  Taking off into one of those URLs,  I found this:  < http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Rfi-art.pdf >
Here's a quote from that one:
"For many years, the cures for this type of interference have been well known.  Often,  the  interference  can
be  reduced  or  even  eliminated  with  an inexpensive filter in the lead from the antenna to the
television receiver. For the other  electronic  devices,  installing  inexpensive  capacitors  may  solve  
the problem. Despite  these  well-known  solutions,  the  FCC  receives  thousands  of complaints each 
year about interference to home electronic equipment. Some complainants lodge their grievances first with 
local authorities; others take them there after getting no relief from the FCC. But through the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, Congress has completely preempted any state or local 
regulation of RFI.  Therefore, any appeal to local authorities is misplaced."

http://www.arrl.org/federal-rfi-preemption
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Rfi-art.pdf


PARKS ON THE AIR FUN…

With  our  thanks  to  Bill,  N8WS,  on  our  nets
(Monday and Friday – see page 1) we have been
learning about getting PARKS ON THE AIR QSOs
on the HF bands, and perhaps gaining a certificate
to hang on the wall of our ham shack.  Since we
know that with determination you can operate from
home, even in an HOA environment, even as QRP,
and get  QSOs,  especially  so with solar  cycle  25
only barely making its presence known, why not
try out contacting  PARKS ON THE AIR stations.
What follows are rules from their website.  Perhaps
some  of  our  club  operators  can  even  become
“activators” this year in 2021. 

Please follow the DX Code of Conduct when you 
operate from your home station or in the field.
<  http://dxcc.info/eng11/index.htm  >
If you log enough POTA contacts you can earn an
award certificate.

I checked the “Activator Leaderboard “ and found
that there are many eastern U.S. and midwest call
signs so ou don’t have to fear that you have to be
able  to  reach U.S.  6  and 7  call  areas  with  your
station.  AWARDS:  there are both Activator and
Hunter  awards,  with  a  minimum  of  10  POTA-
defined areas worked for a Hunters “Bronz” award.

“Hunters  still  gain  credit,  even  if  the  activator
hasn’t reached 10 QSOs. For hunters and activators
to  gain  credit  though,  the  activator  MUST send
their log in.”

“Land  repeaters  are  NOT  allowed,  but  satellite
contacts, and all other types are permitted.”

For  Hunters  who  become  inspired  to  just  be
hunting but want to take advantage of going to a
park OF ANY KIND, you still need to obey those
rules  applicable  to  the  specific  destination  park.
These include that the park must be OPEN, do not
trespass on private or posted land, etc. You can also
operate as a Hunter while on vacation as /P etc.

WHY 50 OHM COAX?...

Amateur  radio  operators  are  familiar  with  the
concept  of  using  50  ohm  coax  to  link  their
radios to tuners and antennas.   So we can easily
understand why coax is a good idea because the
shield becomes a way to block radio frequency
energy  from  radiating  out  of  the  center
conductor.  Of course the shield also is used to
carry a  path for the current loop return current
flow.  

But  why 50 ohms?  Because  it’s  half  of  100
ohms, a nice convenient number to use? 

No.  It’s  deeper  than  that.   First  of  all,  using
various physics equations it can be shown that
in  coax  the  maximum  power  handling  is
achieved with an impedance of 30 ohms. But for
lowest loss in receiving, lowest loss occurs near
77 ohms.  So in a compromise, if the coax is
carrying  transmit  power  sometimes,  and
receiver  signals  the  remainder  of  the  time,  a
compromise is  needed. So the industry settled
on  50  ohms  for  that.  And  by  the  way,  while
RG58  50  ohm  coax  would  be  used  in  radio
frequency  power  transmitting  circuits,  RG59
coax  (75  ohms)  is  used  in  low  power  signal
paths resembling receiving paths where minimal
signal  loss  is  most  important,  such  as  in
television reception.

Note that the BNC connectors for 50 ohm use
are actually differently shaped for 75 ohm use.

POPULAR MORSE KEY...
Wayne,  K8FF,  a  Clevelander,  designed  the
NORCAL K8FF  key  some  years  ago.   Now
there are Chinese knockoffs of this, he says.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
       (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call, Start Date,End Date, DXCC Entity
8Q7MS,2021 Mar28,2021 Apr10,Maldives
KH9,2021 Apr01,2021 Apr01,Marshall Is
JW6VDA,2021 Apr26,2021 May09,Svalbard
JD1BQA,2021 May01,2021 May07,Ogasawara
FM,2021 May23,2021 Jun05,Martinique
V47JA,2021 Jun12,2021 Jul10,St Kitts & Nevis
PJ5,2021 Jun22,2021 Jun28,St Eustatius
FP,2021 Jun29,2021 Jul13,St Pierre & Miquelon
P4,2021 Jul07,2021 Jul14,Aruba
C6AHA,2021 Jul14,2021 Jul21,Bahamas
J88PI,2021 Jul23,2021 Aug03,St Vincent
HI9,2021 Aug01,2021 Aug30,Dominican Republic
TO5T,2021 Aug08,2021 Aug16,St Pierre & Miquelon
5H1IP,2021 Sep20,2021 Sep30,Tanzania
8Q7CQ,2021 Sep29,2021 Oct13,Maldives
CY0C,2021 Oct01,2021 Oct30,Sable Is
VK9HR,2021 Oct01,2021 Oct30,Mellish Reef
V47JA,2021 Oct16,2021 Nov12,St Kitts & Nevis
PJ5,2021 Oct25,2021 Nov01,St Eustatius
VK9W,2021 Nov03,2021 Nov13,Willis Is

     Copy this as a CSV file for EXCEL.

WALLPAPER…
      ( assisted by information in QRZ.COM )
If  you  knock  around  on  the  websites  of  big  time  DX
operators, or on QRZ.COM, while referring to the winners
of  contests,  you  will  often  find  amateur  radio  “shack”
photographs showing operating room walls having framed
documents on the walls. 

http://www.astrosurf.com/luxorion/qsl-hamshack.htm

https://qrznow.com/mike-ka0xtt-last-man-standing/

So would you like to have your operating room decorated
with the kind of frames and maps seen on those web sites?
Well,  there  are ways to establish some of that  wall space
layout  in  your  own  ham cave  by  following  some  of  the
activities described here.

First, you can acquire large world maps from any of several
sources.  You can “google” places from which to purchase
such maps.  You can also search for QSL card holders in
which to display your QSL cards or color eQSL  printouts.
None  of  these  so  far  require  you  to  win  any  operating
awards.  CQ and ARRL have calendars and maps to start.

Secondly you can acquire  printed color  certificates for
some activities by just a minimal amount of operation.
Look for  operating events  such a Lighthouses On The
Air,  Summits  On  The  Air,  Parks  On  The  Air,  certain
International Space Station (ARISS) transmissions on 2
meters, and Route 66 stations, just to name a few. 

Third, start operating in some contests and then sending
off  QSL envelopes to acquire return QSL cards.  (Well,
in a pinch you might buy old QSLs on eBay!)  This can
all happen in a few months after contests happen.

Here’s another trick if you can operate on HF in a big
contest.  I picked up a couple of certificates from CQ and
ARRL  contests  by  getting  into  a  major  contest  and
staying  on  a  single  band  where  you  work  a  couple
hundred  or  less  U.S.  contacts  and earn a  single  band
award  just  for  a  single  mode  in  one  ARRL  section
(yours!) or division because most hams in a contest will
blow a certificate opportunity by making a few contacts
on a second band and thus losing single band status.. 

With the ARRL’s Logbook Of The World site you can
also  look  for  Worked  All  States  (WAS),  Worked  All
Zones (WAZ), and Worked All Continents.(WAC).  With
patience, on some HF bands as Cycle 25 grows, you can
get a 100 countries DXCC certificate. 

HARDWARE TRIVIA…

Check out the photograph here of a simple 3AG fuse.

Ok what you see is a glass tube with two metal end caps
and a  wire  inside  the  fuse  assembly.   The  wire  is  the
internal  path for current  to flow through the fuse. The
wire is the part that melts and opens the resident circuit
that is carrying too much current.  

So  my  question  is  the  following.  That  wire  must  be
attached to both end caps.  But it can’t be attached until
everything is put together at which point there’s no way
to reach inside the glass tube to weld the wire to the end
caps.   So how is it reliably attached?  Hee hee.
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EME HISTORY...
                 ( from Wikipedia  and URL)
   The use of the Moon as a passive communications
satellite  was proposed by W.J.  Bray of the British
General Post Office in 1940.  It [has been] assumed
that  the  first  EME  was  done  in  the  USA.  But
according to reports by Dr. Ing. W. Stepp in the "Der
Seewart" (German) magazine, it  seems that already
in 1943, during experiments with radio measurement
equipment,  (radar)  reflections  of  the  moon  were
received and recognized as such.
     A  setup  with  the  following  parameters  was
developed,  matching  the  possibilities  of  that  time:
Transmitter  impulse  power  120  kW.  [An  antenna
array of dipoles  that could be rotated around an axis
was  set  up  having  a  noise  figure  of  11  dB.]`The
device was given the name "Würzmann". For testing,
the system was set up in late 1943 on the Bakenberg
on the south of the island of Rügen. [During testing]
at the Bakenberg W. Thiel reported about a "strange
equipment perturbation", which he had observed on
the previous day at approximately the same time, but
of  which  he  had not  been able  to  find  the  cause;
however, it  had become less after about two hours
despite  him  not  fixing  it,  and  in  the  end  had
disappeared completely. It didn't appear until about
two seconds after switching on the transmitter  and
disappeared (pulsatingly) correspondingly later after
switching it  off.   [They concluded that  they]  had
detected the rising moon behind the clouds with the
equipment. 
<  http://pa3fwm.nl/technotes/annex/cqdl-7-79-
eme.html  >
  The  Moon  is  nearly  spherical,  and  its  radius
corresponds to about 5.8 milliseconds of wave travel
time.  The trailing  parts  of  an echo,  reflected  from
irregular surface features near the edge of the lunar
disk, are delayed from the leading edge by as much
as  twice  this  value  [with  some  path  interference
cancellatons].  Lunar reflections are by nature quasi-
specular (like those from a shiny ball bearing). The
power useful for communication is mostly reflected
from a small region near the center of the disk. The
effective time spread of an echo amounts to no more
than 0.1 milliseconds.

OUR RFI FLOOR IS RISING…
           (from the ARRL news)
03/03/2021
  RF noise is a frequent discussion topic among
radio amateurs. A proliferation of electronics has
cluttered and complicated the noise environment;
it’s not just power lines anymore. Unless isolated
from  civilization,  most  hams  experience  RF
interference  (RFI)  —  sometimes  without  even
realizing it, although spectrum scopes on modern
transceivers make RF noise much more apparent.
Various  approaches  to  address  the  apparently
worsening noise floor have been taken around the
world, some addressing lax regulation.
    “We all want to enhance our ability to copy the
weak  ones  by  increasing  our  signal-to-noise
ratio,”  Alan  Higbie,  K0AV,  said  in  his
March/April  ARRL NCJ  article,  “Tracking  RFI
with an SDR One Source at a Time.” He suggests
practical methods for individual radio amateurs to
improve their own noise environment. “We can do
that by reducing the noise on each band that we
operate.  Lowering  the  noise  floor  increases  the
relative signal strength of weak signals. Those in
typical residential environments find that locating
and  eliminating  RFI  sources  is  a  never-ending
process. It is much like weeding a garden.”
   The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU)
warns  against  complacency.  “Radio  amateurs
cannot sit back, because even if the desired noise
limits  are  agreed,  there  are  many  rogue
manufacturers and dealers who will  happily  sell
noise-generating devices, leaving out filter circuits
to cut costs,” IARU said in a statement. IARU has
urged member-societies to get involved.
   Greg Lapin,  N9GL, represents ARRL on the
FCC’s   Technological  Advisory  Council  (TAC)
and  chairs  the  ARRL  RF  Safety  Committee.
“Perhaps the best result that we obtained was an
indication that illegal devices, mainly LED lights,
were  in  circulation.  […]  and  the  Enforcement
Bureau  agreed  to  look  into  it,”  he  told  ARRL.
“We  never  heard  what  they  found  out.”
[Recently]  the  TAC’s  focus  has  been  in  the
direction of addressing 5G issues.
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36+ (107.2 Hz) MHz at 8:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org

mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net
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