


PREZ SEZ...
   
Here we are in the end of March and that leaves only
April and May then Field Day. Are you ready? 

Do you want to be a band captain? Sign up early and get
the band of your choice or work together with another
band captain. You can also work out a plan to work with
any band captain so you can operate any band.  We will
be looking for you to sign up early and often. 

We also need a net control manager. If you think you
would like to take the job let me know.

We also need program ideas so again let us know what
you want to have for programs. 

Hope to see you at the next meeting.

73 Bill N8W

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE�  
  For many years West Park Radiops volunteers have
helped LCAC volunteers sort and deliver articles to
the needy. As an ARRL Special Service Club in past
years,  our  members  assisted  in  this  activity  three
times  every  year. The  LCAC  (Lakewood
Charitable  Assistance  Corp.)  Spring  cleaning
supplies distribution should occur on May 11. 
  In general, radio net activity provides virtual public
service  practice  and  keeps  our  radios  in  tested
operation and weeds out problems.  

RECENT NETS & TALK�
  Club nets have switched over to only using 147.36+
(107.2  PL)  at  8  p.m. local  on  Mondays.  Many
interesting discussions occur and often with no prior
planning. However, you must have a clear shot at the
repeater's  receiving  antenna  to  use  an  HT.  Please
consider  your  2m  antenna  systems  and  how  they
perform for the net.
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PEARSON’S RULE KICKING IN...
                            ( 
Our club member Don Pearson, W8IDM, once stated (something to the effect that) at the bottom of sunspot cycles is when
new FCC rule change activity picks up.  So right now there are six new petitions for FCC Rule Making in the area of Part
97 to which we amateur radio operators can file comments on.   The list follows.

RM-11828       Petition to expand HF privileges for Technician amateur radio operators.

RM-11829     Petition  to  create  a  new “Tyro”  license class  with  some operating privileges  in  the  70-cm band  as  a
“TyroSubBand” that would be important to FEMA’s CERT program to have more 70-cm repeaters.

RM-11831       Petition that asks the FCC to require that all digital codes  to use protocols  that can be monitored by third-
party freely available open-source software per Part 97.113(a)(4).

RM-11833       Petition asks the FCC to clarify that state and local authorities should have no authority to regulate Amateur
Radio with respect to enacting “distracted driving” statutes.

RM-11834      Petition asks the FCC to prohibit approval of applications for vanity call signs outside their call sign district.

RM-11835      Petition asks the FCC to use residential preference in competing vanity call signs applications (another way
of stating the wording in RM-11834).

Those interested  in  posting  brief  comments  on  an  RM should  access the  FCC’s  Electronic  Comment  Filing  System
(ECFS), and in the Proceedings field enter the RM number, fill out all required fields, and enter comments in the box
provided. You are reminded that all details of your comments filing, including your name and address, will be publicly
available once you post your comments.  Comments on RM-11828 are already due by April 12, 2019.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,
N.B.  Some years ago a West Park Radiops attendee filed for and received a 3-number call sign while living in the 8 th area
in Northeast Ohio.  (As a non-member he even filed a contest log listing our club as the participating club.)

   



QRP Fun-Day-In-The-Field
Saturday,  August 10th 

Again this year, we will have our
Annual ‘QRP Fun-Day-In-The-Field’

 
This event has a great turnout not only from West
Park Radiops, but many visitors from other clubs
as well, namely, NOARS and LCARA. Both clubs
have a great interest in outdoor activities.
                                                    
People enjoy the outing and there have been calls
each year  to  have at  least  one additional  outing.
One suggestions is to have a pre-Field Day outing
followed by the traditional August outing. Another
suggestion is to have an outing following August
during the fall ‘color-time’.

Suggestions are welcome !

 So group, plan ahead for Saturday, August 10th 

HOW MANY Dxers?�
   (from the Great Lakes Division Director Dale
Williams WA8EFK – because I asked, de AF8C)

So I have been intermittently attempting to gather a
factual sort of response to your questions about the
percentage of hams that operate DX as a major part
of their hobby.  I went to Bernie McClenny W3UR
for an answer.

Here is how he responded:

The FCC says there are about 755,442 US Amateur Radio 
license. - < http://www.arrl.org/fcc-license-counts >. Beyond
that fact everything else is just a guess. How many of those 
are actually on the air (HF).  Not capable but actually on the
air in any given year.  My guess around 150-200,000 US 
hams.The biggest DXpedition ever was T32C in 2011 and 
had 213,022 QSOs of which 48,966 were unique QSOs. 
meaning almost 49K different stations worked them. I would 
go so far as to double that number and I think that would be 

a good guess at right around 100,000 active DXers world
wide. 73 Bernie 

I don't think it is the perfect answer, but he does place it
in  an  interesting  light.  There  a  number  of  unscientific
surveys  that  place  DXing  in  the  top  interest  ares  with
Contesting second, while other similar unscientific reports
offer different percentages.

Bernie  is  probably  pretty  reasonable  with  his  intuition.

73

Dale WA8EFK

INTRUDERS�
  (from the ARRL news)

02/25/2019
Russian “Sunflower” Coastal Radar Showing Up on
60, 40, and 75 Meters 

The January issue of the IARU Region 1 Monitoring
System (IARUMS)  newsletter  reports  the  Russian
“Sunflower”  coastal  radar,  located  east  of
Vladivostok, is being heard at nights on 3,716 kHz
and 6,860 – 7,005 kHz, as well  as on several 60-
meter frequencies.

A Chinese wideband over-the-horizon (OTH) radar
also appeared on 7.000 MHz in early January.

While 60 meters and 80/75 meters are shared bands,
the  7.000  –  7.200  MHz  segment  of  40  meters  is
currently allocated exclusively to the Amateur Radio
Service  worldwide.  True  intruders  are  those
appearing  on  exclusive  Amateur  Radio  frequency
allocations.

Some  domestic  Amateur  Radio  HF  allocations
outside Region 2 (the Americas), such as 7.200 to
7.300 MHz, are either shared with other services or
not available to radio amateurs. On HF allocations
such  as  30  and  60  meters,  Amateur  Radio  is
secondary to other users. The 20-, 17-, 15-, 12-, and
10-meter  bands  are  exclusively  available  to  the
Amateur Radio Service worldwide.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
    (Courtesy of the NG3K website)

Call , Start Date , End Date , DXCC Entity
TO2BC,2019 Mar21,2019 Apr22,French Guiana
C5DL,2019 Apr03,2019 Apr15,Gambia
XT2AW,2019 Apr07,2019 Apr26,Burkina Faso
9G5GS,2019 Apr13,2019 Apr20,Ghana
TF,2019 Apr14,2019 Apr22,Iceland
J20DX,2019 Apr16,2019 Apr21,Djibouti
KH8,2019 Apr16,2019 Apr22,American Samoa
T32AZ,2019 Apr16,2019 Apr23,East Kiribati
XT2MAX,2019 Apr17,2019 Apr25,Burkina Faso
Z66Z,2019 Apr18,2019 Apr22,Kosovo
OH0,2019 Apr19,2019 Apr23,Aland Is
3B8FQ,2019 Apr20,2019 Apr21,Mauritius
E51DLD,2019 Apr21,2019 Apr28,South Cook Is
FO,2019 Apr21,2019 May03,French Polynesia
GD,2019 Apr27,2019 May01,Isle of Man
XV9XX,2019 Apr27,2019 May04,Vietnam
TO19A,2019 Apr27,2019 May08,Reunion
JD1BMH,2019 Apr28,2019 May04,Ogasawara
GJ6EFW,2019 Apr30,2019 May05,Jersey
V31D,2019 May01,2019 May01,Belize
ZF2D,2019 May03,2019 May03,Cayman Is
3D2AS,2019 May02,2019 May05,Fiji
OJ3W,2019 May04,2019 May11,Market Reef
FW,2019 May08,2019 May22,Wallis & Futuna
3D2,2019 May11,2019 May16,Fiji
XV9BO,2019 May13,2019 May19,Vietnam
3D2AS,2019 May20,2019 May22,Fiji
LX,2019 May25,2019 Jun01,Luxembourg
SV5,2019 May25,2019 Jun14,Dodecanese
PJ5,2019 Jun25,2019 Jul02,Saba & St Eustatius
6Y3Y,2019 Jun26,2019 Jun28,Jamaica
5R8PX,2019 Aug03,2019 Aug17,Madagascar
3D2,2019 Sep02,2019 Sep09,Fiji
5W,2019 Sep09,2019 Sep16,Samoa
3DA0AO,2019 Sep15,2019 Sep30,eSwatini
A35JY,2019 Sep16,2019 Sep21,Tonga
SV9,2019 Sep20,2019 Oct03,Crete
3D2,2019 Sep23,2019 Sep27,Fiji
A35JT,2019 Sep24,2019 Oct06,Tonga
FP,2019 Sep24,2019 Oct08,St Pierre & Miquelon
7P8AO,2019 Oct01,2019 Oct15,Lesotho
ZK3X,2019 Oct01,2019 Oct15,Tokelau
E51GC,2019 Oct10,2019 Oct28,North Cook Is
VP6R,2019 Oct18,2019 Nov01,Pitcairn I
T30GC,2019 Oct30,2019 Nov15,West Kiribati
YJ0RRC,2019 Nov04,2019 Nov07,Vanuatu
YJ0RRC,2019 Nov08,2019 Nov13,Vanuatu
VK9CZ,2019 Nov12,2019 Nov29,Cocos Keeling
YJ0FWA,2019 Nov14,2019 Nov20,Vanuatu
XV9D,2019 Nov17,2019 Nov30,Vietnam
VP8,2020 Feb21,2020 Mar05,South Orkney Is

GOOD OPERATOR PHONETICS...
(from < http://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/using-
the-international-phonetic-alphabet.649250/ > )

Discussion in 'Amateur Radio News' started by WX4W,
Curtis Foote,   Mar 6, 2019.

  Starting  in  1941 the  United States  Army and  Navy
standardized on an alphabet across all branches and that
became known as the “Able Baker” Phonetic Alphabet.
As  militaries  found  the  need  to  ally  themselves  with
other  militaries  and  organizations  across  the  world  it
became  clear  that  International  standardization  was
needed.
   The  26  Code  words  in  the NATO alphabet  are  as
follows:   Alpha,  Bravo,  Charlie,  Delta,  Echo,  Foxtrot,
Golf, Hotel, India, Juliet, Kilo, Lima, Mike, November,
Oscar,  Papa, Quebec,  Romeo, Sierra,  Tango, Uniform,
Victor, Whiskey, X-ray, Yankee, Zulu.
    Using these words under challenging conditions helps
the operator get the message when only hearing partial
words because the operator knows what to expect. If an
operator  hears  a  partial  word,  like  “…ay”  the  trained
operator will likely assume X-ray was the intended word
when  an  improperly  trained  operator  may  have  used
Norway for  the  letter  “N”.  This  nonstandard  phrasing
adds confusion,  can cause delays  for  repeats  and  may
cause inaccurate transcription of the intended message.
These issues are greatly minimized when using standard
phonetics.
    In a contest with use of the standardized alphabet, a
DL station pronouncing Whiskey as “Viskey” is easily
understood.  In  aviation  a  pilot  with  a  tail  number
N3656Y  will  always  say  Yankee,  never  Yokohama,
regardless of the country he is in.  It’s this consistency
that  minimizes  misunderstandings  due  to  accents  or
conditions.
    The impact of having radio operators who are not
trained in  standard procedures can cause embarrassing
problems.  For example,  ham operators  assisting in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina were reported …”to have
excellent go-kits and technical ability but were seriously
wanting  in  traffic  handling  skill.  In  one  case  it  took
almost  15   minutes  to  pass  one  25  word  message.”
(source – Sant  Andrea,  Steve “When Not  to  Operate”
P.74, April, 2010, QST)

    Please help spread the word to improve our skills and
increase our efficiency and professionalism in this great
hobby. 73 from Whiskey X-ray Four Whiskey.
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SUNFLOWERS...
                       (from ARRL news)
02/25/2019
Russian “Sunflower” Coastal Radar Showing Up on 60,
40, and 75 Meters 

The  January  issue  of  the  IARU  Region  1  Monitoring
System  (IARUMS)  newsletter  reports  the  Russian
“Sunflower” coastal radar, located east of Vladivostok, is
being heard at  nights on 3,716 kHz and 6,860 – 7,005
kHz, as well as on several 60-meter frequencies.

A Chinese wideband over-the-horizon (OTH) radar also
appeared on 7.000 MHz in early January.

While 60 meters and 80/75 meters are shared bands, the
7.000 – 7.200 MHz segment  of  40 meters  is  currently
allocated  exclusively  to  the  Amateur  Radio  Service
worldwide.  True  intruders  are  those  appearing  on
exclusive Amateur Radio frequency allocations.

Some domestic  Amateur  Radio  HF allocations  outside
Region 2 (the Americas), such as 7.200 to 7.300 MHz,
are either shared with other services or not available to
radio  amateurs.  On  HF allocations  such  as  30  and  60
meters, Amateur Radio is secondary to other users. The
20-,  17-,  15-,  12-,  and 10-meter  bands are  exclusively
available to the Amateur Radio Service worldwide.

BATTERY LIFE ESTIMATES...

Discussion  in  'Amateur  Radio  News'  started  by
VK6FLAB, Mar 2, 2019.
<  http://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/all-the-
power-in-the-world-and-not-enough-battery.648647/  >

< http://www.4sqrp.com/Battery_Capacity/index.php  >

One tool I stumbled across in my travels is the Four State
QRP Group website which has the W1PNS / WA0ITP /
AB8XA Battery Life Estimator,  which in a single  web
page gives  you the ability  to  say what  mode you'll  be
using, for how long with what battery size and how much
radio draw and it'll tell you how much more battery you'll
need to get the job done. Very handy for a contest that
you're hoping to operate portable from a battery.

I'm Onno VK6FLAB

DIGITAL VOICE QSO PARTY�
FreeDV Digital HF Voice QSO Party Apr 27/28th

Discussion  in  'Amateur  Radio  News'  started  by
VK5GR, Mar 2, 2019.
<  http://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/freedv-
digital-hf-voice-qso-party-apr-27-28th.648740/ >

The Amateur Radio Experimenters Group is proud to
announce  a  new  event  on  the  Amateur  Radio
Calendar. The FreeDV HF Digital Voice QSO Party!
The aim is to encourage as many Radio Amateurs as
possible to learn about the FreeDV digital voice mode
designed  to  be  used  on  HF.  That  will  hopefully
encourage as many FreeDV signals to be on the air as
possible to help spread the word about this new mode.

What  is  FreeDV? FreeDV is  an open source digital
voice transmission mode developed for HF Amateur
Radio  by  David  VK5DGR.  It  is  founded  on  open
source principles  with the  Codec2  specification and
code fully available to the Amateur Radio community
at no charge.

Opinion:  "The  latest  development,  FreeDV  700D
mode has performance equivalent or better than SSB
on HF – a remarkable achievement in only 700 bps!"

ABOUT  π  and  ⅇ  �

π  = 3.14159265359...

ⅇ  = 2.71828182846…

So?    Well,  
if  a right triangle is chosen,
then the sine of the angle  is
equal  to  the  length  of  the
opposite side divided by the
length  of  the  hypotenuse.

However,  if  z  = ɵ x π/180,  then where ἰ = square

root of “-1”, 

Now I don’t expect that to be immediately obvious to

the “casual observer” but it’s cool to link up π,ⅇ, and

ἰ  like that! 
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center, 11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.

Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 8:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org

mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


