


What was the President Thinking?
I  was  thinking  that  now  that  Spring  has  officially  surfaced  on  our
calendars,  not  necessarily on  our  streets.   We should  start  looking  at
helping our neighbors with Spring things.  And what better neighbors than
those in our club.  Of course you could  help your real life "next door
neighbors" with some things which would far outweigh what we can do
for each other.  But let's try starting on the inside with the club before we
reach out.  Let's call it a warm up exercise.

Does someone need help in the club with an antenna that may have fallen
or needs repair because of the winter?  Let us know.

Does someone need help getting a working 2 Meter antenna in place for
Net Meetings?  Let us know.

Does someone need help with a radio they need to know how to program?
Let us know.

Does someone need to have a computer connected to their radio for CW,
RTTY, PSK, Contesting or General Logging?  Let us know.

Does someone need any food supplies for an emergency?  Let us know.

Does someone need to be checked in with because of an illness or some
other situation?  Let us know.

Does someone just need a phone call because winter got the best of you
like it has the rest of us?  Let us know.

Life is short, money is replaceable, equipment is replaceable, people are
not.  Let's make this club the best in the world.  Even though it starts here!
Don't  forget  about  the vote on  Friday April  4th's  business  meeting to
change the club meeting locations to advance what we are able to do with
and for our club andthe future of Ham Radio in Cleveland.   Be Blessed
and 73 My Friends!!    Stephen Kinford - N8WB

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…   
   On May 10,  2014 the  Lakewood Charitable
Assistance Corp. volunteers will  deliver cleaning
supplies  to  over  100  disadvantaged  families  in
Lakewood.  For  many years  West  Park  Radiops
volunteers have helped LCAC volunteers sort and
deliver articles to the needy. As an ARRL Special
Service  Club,  our  members  assist  this  activity
every  year.   More  members  helping  would  be
welcome.  We do it again in May 2014. 

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, we have switched over to
only  operating  on  2m  on  147.36+.  Many
interesting discussions  are  being  summarized  in
our almost weekly net reports. However, you must
have  a  clear  shot  at  the  repeater's  receiving
antenna to use an HT. 

2014 MEETING PROGRAMS...
  The following topics are on the list  for  2014
programs: Antenna tuners, Skype with Bob Heil,
shack videos, possible fox hunt in nice weather,
and  a  50A  Field  Day  station  video.  And  then
there's our Field Day planning. As the snow melts
now, Field Day is right around the corner!
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ARRL ASKS FOR COMMENTS ON DIGITAL MODES...
    (from THE ARRL LETTER, 3/6/14)

   At the January 2014 ARRL Board of Directors meeting, a resolution (see below) was passed which asked for member feedback and 
input pertaining to the increasing popularity of data modes. The information gathered by this investigation is to be used by the HF 
Band Planning Committee of the Board as a means to suggest ways to use our spectrum efficiently, so that these data modes may 
"compatibly coexist with each other."

    As per the resolution, the ARRL Board of Directors is now reaching out to the membership and requesting cogent input and 
thoughtful feedback on matters specific to digital mode operation on the HF bands. The feedback may include, but is not limited to, 
the recent proposal the ARRL made to the FCC, RM-11708, regarding the elimination of the symbol rate restrictions currently in 
effect.

   The Board of Directors believes that member input in the decision-making process is both valuable and important as well as 
fostering a more transparent organization. It is to this end that we open this dialogue.

   Comments must be received by March 31 were to be included in the Committee's report to the Board at the July 2014 ARRL Board 
of Directors meeting. Concerned members may also contact their Division Director by mail, telephone or in person with any relevant 
information.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHEREAS the Board of Directors has received member input regarding the coexistence of various modes in the HF Data/RTTY 
subbands; and WHEREAS it is important that all member voices be heard; and WHEREAS in the opinion of the Board these issues 
are best addressed by education and prudent use of spectrum; BE IT RESOLVED that the ARRL Board of Directors instructs the HF 
Band Planning Committee to reach out to membership regarding concerns pertaining to the increasing popularity of data modes, 
and furthermore investigate and suggest ways to use spectrum so that these data modes may compatibly coexist with each other; and 
FURTHER to report their findings no later than the July 2014 ARRL Board meeting.



MISSED A CARRINGTON EVENT...
               (data from www.spaceweather.com )
Whew, 
  An article in Nature Communications [1] describes the solar
storm of July 23, 2012 as a near-cataclysmic event. On that
day a CME shot away from the sun at 2000 km/s, four times
the speed of a typical eruption.  When the storm burst crossed
the earth's orbit, we were fortunate that the earth was just out
of  the  way.   The  man-made  STEREO-A  spacecraft
experienced  the  strongest  storm  of  protons  since  1976.
Researchers sifting through the data have decided that the
storm was comparable to the Carrington Event of 1859.
  Janet Luhmann of UC Berkeley, a co-author of the paper,
wrote "Had it hit Earth, it probably would have been like the
big  one  in  1859...  The  effect  today  [on]  our  modern
technologies would have been tremendous." A study by the
National Academy of Sciences has concluded that the total
economic  cost  could  have reached $2  trillion  or  20  times
more than the cost of Hurricane Katrina. Huge transformers
fried by such a storm would have taken years to repair.
  The paper  in Nature Communications describes how the
CME was actually two CMEs separated by only 10 to 15
minutes. Those CMEs traveled through a region of space that
had been cleaned by another CME four days earlier.  As a
result, they were not decelerated as much as they passed  the
earth.
  [1]"Observations  of  an  extreme  storm in  interplanetary
space caused by successive coronal mass ejections", Ying D.
Liu et al.,  March, 18, 2014.

BURN THOSE 
YELLOW MULTIMETERS...
(http://news.slashdot.org/story/14/03/19/1721253/30k-worth-
of-multimeters-must-be-destroyed-because-theyre-yellow )
  A hobbyist  electronics  retailer  named  Sparkfun  ordered
2,000 digital  multimeters from a Chinese manufacturer for
$30,000.  Because of the popular yellow border multimeters
and other instruments trademarked and sold by Fluke Co. in
the  U.S.,  the  U.S.  Customs  folks  have  declared  that the
multimeters  ordered  by  Sparkfun  cannot  enter  the  United
States.   Unfortunately for  Sparkfun,  returning the items to
China involves high import taxes that must be paid to China
because the items would be entering there instead of leaving.
So Sparkfun has to have the multimeters destroyed. But, it
will also cost $150.00 per hour to have them destroyed.
  Sparkfun had no idea of the existence of the trademark.
Though they don't mind changing the color, it's too late for
this shipment.

NEW DMR TECHNOLOGY AND 
SDR...
  (per http://users.skynet.be/myspace/mdsr/ )
   Why not have a hardware card in your PC that only has the
minimum bare-bones requirement for interfacing signals from
the  antenna  to  the  PC  software  environment?  Currently
Software Defined Radio (SDR) technology involves having a
sensitive low-noise amplifier as the antenna interface, perhaps
preceded  by  band-pass  filters  followed  by  a  wide  range
analog-to-digital  converter  having a very high sample rate.
Once the digital values are available, an SDR then passes the
information  through  software  for  decoding  into  "radio
receiver" audio. Since that portion of the conversion process
is  completely digital,  any modulation  on the antenna's  RF
signals  is  decodable  whether  it  be  single  sideband, CW,
RTTY, PSK, SSTV, packet radio, PACTOR, etc. One of the
obvious problems in designing an SDR is  to minimize,  or
ideally remove, any influences from undesired off-frequency
signals no matter what their amplitude could be. That means
having sub-microvolt sensitivity while ignoring without any
distortions other signals in the band which could be up to
millivolts or volts levels. 
    A basic MDSR(SDR) may consist  of a computer (PC)
equipped  with  a  sound  card,  or  other  analog-to-digital
converter,  preceded  by  some  form  of  RF  front  end.
Significant amounts of signal processing are handed over to
the general purpose processor, rather than done using special-
purpose hardware. Such a design produces a radio that can
receive  and  transmit  a  different  form  of  radio  protocol
(sometimes  referred  to  as  a  waveform)  just  by  running
different software!
   The MDSR software performs all  of  the demodulation,
filtering (both radio frequency and audio frequency), signal
enhancement (equalization and binaural  presentation).  Uses
include  every  common  amateur  modulation:  morse  code,
single sideband modulation, frequency modulation, amplitude
modulation,  and  a  variety  of  digital  modes  such  as
radioteletype,  slow-scan  television,  and  packet  radio.
Amateurs also experiment with new modulation methods: for
instance,  the  DREAM  open-source  project  decodes  the
COFDM technique used by Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
and compatible stations.
   If using a PC to be a radio all  sounds a bit far-fetched,
consider all  the new technologies we have today that were
just in the idea stage ten years ago.
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UPCOMING DX FOR YOU...
Courtesy of the NG3K website

Mar28 - Apr09 Mellish Reef VK9MT

Apr03 - Apr16 Nauru C21

Apr04 - Apr18 Tonga A35

Apr09  Apr17 Ogasawara JD1AAI

 Apr11  Apr14 Fiji 3D2SE

 Apr27  May05 Ogasawara JD1BLY

 Apr27  May11 Ogasawara JD1BMH

Apr29  May07 Palau T88ST

May02  May28 Mauritius 3B8

 May15  May25 French Guiana FY

 May18  Jun10 Malawi 7QNL

 May31  Jun08 Malawi 7Q7GIA

 Jul13  Jul24 American Samoa KH8

 Jul29  Aug02 Cocos Keeling VK9C

 Aug02  Aug08 Christmas I VK9X

 Aug16  Aug24 Tonga A35

 Aug25  Sep01 Fiji 3D2

 Sep29  Oct14 Nauru C21GC

 Oct02  Oct15 West Kiribati T30D

 Oct13  Oct29 Lord Howe I VK9L

 Oct21  Oct27 American Samoa KH8B

 Oct22  Nov01 Macao XX9

 Oct30 - Nov10 Tromelin I  FR/t

 Jan01.15- Jan31.15 Heard I  VK0

 Sep15.15- Oct06 Tristan da Cunha  ZD9TT

RADIO AMATEURS OF CANADA PARTNER 
UP WITH RFINDER...
   (RAC Bulletin 2014-007E)
March 3rd 2014
    Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) and RFinder are excited
to announce a new business partnership agreement effective
March 1st. RAC endorses RFinder as the official Worldwide
Repeater Directory for all Canadian amateur radio operators.
    The RFinder is a steadily growing worldwide repeater
directory  including  IRLP,  Echolink,  AllStar,  D-STAR,
MotoTRBO,  and  even  Winlink  information.  RFinder
currently have over 175 countries in the directory.
    Access to the World Wide Repeater Directory is provided
by any version of the RFinder smartphone apps on Android,
iPhone  and  iPad/iPod  Touch.  The  same  user-id  enables
access  from any version of  the  RFinder  app,  the  browser
interface (web.rfinder.net), or through a growing list of third-
party memory programming applications such as RT Systems
radio programmers and CHIRP open source software.  One
subscription,  access  to  worldwide  repeater  data  from any
computing device on Windows, Linux, OS X, web, Android
iPhone and soon on Windows Phone!
    Canadian hams purchasing the RFinder application will
financially benefit the Radio Amateurs of Canada through the
terms of this new agreement.
    “Obviously, going forward, we encourage all Canadian
Amateurs  to  consider  RFinder  as  their  repeater  directory
provider.  RAC staff  and  volunteers  will  proactively work
with  RFinder  on  providing  repeater  directory  information
updates  for  Canada as  repeater  directory  information  is  a
constantly changing environment”  notes Glenn MacDonell,
VE3XRA, RAC Vice-President.
    “Our  partnership  with  RAC  and  the  Amateur  Radio
community in Canada is a milestone in the development of
RFinder- The World Wide Repeater Directory. We offer the
same agreement with Radio Amateur  societies world wide.
This is a unique opportunity for each geography on Earth to
have their own branded Repeater Directory while giving their
local  Hams  access  to  repeaters  all  over  the  world,  and
financially  supporting  the  local  Amateur  Radio  advocacy
group.  We  will  translate  to  any  language!”  says  Bob
Greenberg, W2CYK, creator of RFinder.
    Canadian RFinder users will see a new graphic feature; the
RAC logo appearing on their app as well.
    RAC is the voice of amateur radio for all Canadians and is
also  a  member  society  of  the  IARU  (International
AmateurRadio Union).

    Contact information:
RAC:  Vincent  Charron,  VA3GX/VE2HHH,  Dir.Comm.  &
Fundraising - hq.communications@rac.ca 
RFinder: Bob Greenberg, W2CYK, creator of 
w2cyk@rfinder.n  et 
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MOST ACTIVE COUNTRIES...
   (from Wikipedia)
   Few  governments  maintain  detailed  demographic
statistics of their  amateur radio operator  populations,
aside  from  recording  the  total  number  of  licensed
operators.  The  majority  of  amateur  radio  operators
worldwide reside in Japan, the United States, Thailand,
South Korea [in that order] and the nations of Europe.
The top six countries by percentage of the population
are  Japan,  Slovenia,  Taiwan,  South  Korea  and
Thailand. Only the governments of Yemen and North
Korea currently prohibit their citizens from becoming
amateur radio operators. In some countries, acquiring
an  amateur  radio  license  is  difficult  because  of  the
bureaucratic  processes or  fees that  place access to a
license  out  of  reach for  most  citizens.  Most  nations
permit  foreign  nationals  to  earn  an  amateur  radio
license,  but  very  few  amateur  radio  operators  are
licensed in multiple countries.

HRD TO BUY CALLBOOK...
March 1, 2014 (info from QRZ.COM)
    HRD Software is buying the SAM Callbook CD and
database  from  VIS.  VIS  bought  the  Callbook  CD
business  from  RT  Systems  which  started  it  in  the
1990's.  HRD plans to make the Callbook CD available
on all versions of Windows and to merge the Callbook
data into the HRD Logbook.  US and Canadian calls
will  then  be  downloadable  into  HRD Logbook.  The
HRD Website will have more information starting late
March.
    HRD Software, LLC also has announced the release
of Ham Radio Deluxe 6.2 Preview/Beta 2. The list of
the fixes and enhancements for Beta 2 is on the HRD
website  at  http://www.ham-radio-deluxe.com.  The
HRD staff  wants  to  make  the  product  bug-free  and
wants to resolve any issues as soon as possible. The
beta will be supported only via the HRD forums.
   

DIGITAL VOICE RADIO 
– DMR & D-STAR...
(http://www.va3xpr.net/connect-systems-president-
jerry-wanger-announces-plans-to-launch-a-combo-dmr-
d-star-radio/ )
   A company  called Connect Systems has announced
"plans to revolutionize" amateur radio by marketing its
low cost CS700 DMR radio which supports the digital

voice  technology  called  DMR.  However,  Connect
Systems is planning a new radio that will support both
DMR and D-STAR.
   Connect Systems, in business since 1983, has been
selling phone patches to the amateur radio community,
Community Tone Panels, VOIP wide-area controllers,
and Logic  Trunked (LTR)  radios.  About  a  year  ago
they made a deal with an Asian manufacturer to buy
100 high-quality $80.00 radios to try out with various
dealers.  One  of  the  dealers  was  an  amateur  radio
operator who then tried the radio on the DMR-MARC
network and found how well  the radio performed on
the amateur  network.  Since then the demand for  the
radios  has  risen  exponentially.   The  new  CS7000
design is a follow-up design and will cost something in
the $250.00 range.  A prototype which is to be shown
at the Dayton Hamvention[TM]  will only operate with
D-STAR, but  in  six months or  so the retail  versions
should be able to support DMR and D-STAR.

NEW! QSL BRIDGE FROM 
USA TO EU.. .
March 26, 2014 (info from QRZ.COM)
   A new gateway, the EuroBureauQSL, has a new URL
(entry point in USA), where American hams can send
their  QSLs  to  EURAO  members  abroad  (no  matter
where they are) for just the price of a national stamp.
That's it.
  It is like another Outgoing QSL Service, but, instead
of paying the puddle jumping the senders, with their
ARRL  membership,  the  recipients  do  so  through
EURAO.   Thanks to Doug, W2EN, QSL Manager, this
new entry point is up and running. Please, try it.

   More info: http://www.eurao.org/en/node/566 

< http://www.southgatearc.org/news/201..._usa_to_eu.htm >
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PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 147.36 MHz at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


