


Prez Sez...
   Hi everyone. Well, it seems that maybe spring has sprung. 
Longer  hours  of  daylight,  slightly  warmer  temperatures, 
March  Madness  is  running  and  the  baseball  season  is 
underway;  can summer be far  behind?  The nice weather 
signals the beginning of many outdoor activities for West 
Park.  For  those  that  go,  Dayton  is  just  around  the 
corner.   
   All-Scouts is on the second weekend in June, June 9 , with 
Field Day very close behind on June 23rd   and 24th. The 
club picnic will be held on Friday, July 21st.  If anyone has 
any suggestions for possible activities, please let someone 
know. 
  We can have many good-time activities while  the nice 
weather  is  here.  Some  ideas  for  summer  contesting  and 
operating events include a number of lighthouse / lightship 
operating activities and QRP contests and sprints.   Well, 
that’s it for this issue. Please come out to the meetings and 
enjoy the friendship of the other members.  
  As always, the vy best 73s to u es urs,  Al, N8CX

WEST PARK PUBLIC SERVICE…
  The next LCAC delivery will occur on a Saturday 
in the spring of  2012 (date unknown because the 
Web page hasn't been updated!).  On June 9, 2012, 
we  will  support  the  North  Olmsted  All  Scouts 
Weekend  with  our  amateur  radio  demonstration. 
Summer is coming!

RECENT NETS & TALK…
  For the Club’s nets, on 28450 kHz +/- and 147.36+, 
many interesting discussions have been summarized 
in our almost weekly net reports. 

FIELD DAY 2012 ...
  We have progressed in  our Field  Day planning. 
Our meeting on April 20 will have to be the night 
when the final decision is made.  Do we want to have 
Field Day way out in the country like the “old days”? 
Do we want to erect a tower with a beam on top?  Do 
we  want  to  run  a  generator  and  operate  at  Low 
Power (100 watts  or  so)  instead of  QRP,  and get 
some  Phone contacts this time?
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CC&R SHOW DOWN...
    (reply via email to k8je@arrl.org)
    Do you live in a community that is covered by CC&Rs?  Have you been prevented from putting up an outdoor 
antenna (wire, vertical or beam) whether on HF, VHF or UHF?  Has this inability to put up an antenna prevented 
you from participating fully in emergency communications activities during disasters?  If your answer is yes, 
ARRL wants to hear about your experience.  What you encountered and the difficulty it presented to you in 
providing public support/emergency communications service may be the information needed to help amateurs 
get relief from overly restrictive CC&Rs (Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions) in home purchase or lease 
contracts. 
    A provision of Public Law 112-96 instructs the FCC, in the context of Amateur Radio emergency 
communications capabilities, to conduct a study to identify, among other things, “impediments to enhanced 
amateur radio service communications, such as the effects of unreasonable or unnecessary private land use 
restrictions on residential antenna installations.”  The FCC will be seeking input very soon, but because time will 
be short we are asking you to begin thinking about it now.  We are particularly looking for stories about 
situations in which you as an Amateur Radio operator could have provided valuable service through 
Amateur Radio but your assistance either was prevented or diminished because of overly restrictive 
CC&Rs.  We know situations of this type have occurred during power outage, snowstorm, tornado, flood, 
earthquake and other crisis relief effort.  If you are willing to write to the FCC about your experience, please 
let me know.  We are not ready at this moment to ask for letters, but a request for them will come very soon. 
If you need help in composing your letter, this help will be given to you.
    Please be aware that our request for letters does not relate to actions taken by a branch of government such as 
a city, township or county.  The letters will relate only to limitations placed by home-owners associations 
and similar private groups on the installation of outdoor antennas.
   If you or someone you know has had overly restrictive CC&Rs prevent you from responding to or seriously 
limited your ability to help during relief operations, please let me know.  If you are willing, please include your 
telephone number so I or another ARRL official can call you if this proves desirable.
    Over the years, many members have asked when ARRL is going get some relief from overly restrictive 
CC&Rs.  The answer is that the League has been trying different approaches to accomplish this.  Now that 
Congress has mandated a study of the problem we have an opportunity to document it.  The study itself will not 
make the problem go away but should provide a public policy basis for the relief we need.  The time is rapidly 
approaching for you who have experienced the heavy hand of oppressive CC&Rs to come forward to help 
transform them into reasonable guidelines.   Tnx es 73,  Jim



2012 DAYTON HAMVENTION BUS...

    Contact Dwaine, K8ME, 440-582-3462

CQD DE MGY ...
  Sunday April 15 is the one-hundredth anniversary 
of the sinking of the Titanic.  It was the beginning 
of the transition to “SOS” for signaling emergency 
on  the  radio  way  before  “911”   and  satellite 
telephone days.
   The “M” in MGY stood for “Marconi” and not 
for the fact that the ship was a British vessel (M 
being one of the internationally assigned prefixes 
for  England  in  the  London  radio  conference  of 
1912 post-Titanic).
    The radio  operator  on  the  Titanic  first  sent 
“CQD (6 times) DE MGY (6 times) position 41.44 
N. 50.24 W “ .   Six  shore wireless stations and 
about  24  ships  heard  the  signals  during  the 
unfolding  event.  The  band  became  alive  with 
transmissions  as  stations  confirmed  the  first 
position estimate which was later revised by the 
navigator and radio operator on the Titanic.
   Because most of us have heard the Titanic stories 
so many times over the years, I won't go into most 
of that.  However, bear in mind that radio operation 
in  1912  used  the  spark  transmitters  to  generate 
radio waves.  The nature of these transmitters is a 
story into  itself  documented  in  photographs  and 
details at the URL (note split of URL is for printing 
here:
< 
http://marconigraph.com/titanic/wireless/mgy_wire
less.html  >

CUBESATs BY THE DOZENS...

  The  IARU  Amateur  Satellite  Frequency 
Coordination Status pages are hosted by AMSAT-
UK as  a  service  to  the  world  wide  Amateur 
Satellite Community.  
   
 <  http://www.amsatuk.me.uk/iaru/finished.php > 
is the URL for IARU Amateur Satellite Frequency 
Coordination page of  159 (!)  amateur satellites, 
many  of  which  are  CubeSats,  that  have  been 
launched  and  transmit  on  common  modes 
involving the satellite sub-bands on 2m and 70 cm. 
So if you think there is nothing to do on amateur 
satellites because most of them are defunct, think 
again.  
  The AMSAT-NA page is   is  available at  the 
following URL: 
< http://www.amsat.org  >  and you can subscribe 
to AMSAT's email newsletters at 
<  http://www.amsat.org/mailman/listinfo/ans >.

  The story on CubeSats and various related small 
spacecraft which are being built by university and 
other groups to perform a myriad of inspired small-
scale on-orbit research or demonstration projects.
 
 A CubeSat is a type of miniaturized satellite for 
space research that usually has a volume of exactly 
one liter (10 cm cube), has a mass of no more than 
1.33 kilograms, and typically uses commercial off-
the-shelf electronics components. 
 
  If you have a 70cm (“440” band) capable multi-
mode receiver,  and  a  reasonable  outdoor  70  cm 
antenna, you can listen in on the transmissions of 
active CubeSats.  You won't be able to QSO with 
or through many of these small craft because they 
are  downlink-only.   But  the  nature  of  their 
downlink data, per the above IARU coordination 
page, gives you plenty of opportunity to listen in 
and decode their information.
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DXCC APPLICATION  ADDING 
ONLINE TOOL, FEE CHANGES...
                      (from ARRL  Web pages )
    Effective Monday, April 2, the way DXCC fees are 
assessed will change. These changes will include both rate 
increases and rate decreases.  Also starting April  2, the 
ARRL’s new Online DXCC tool will be ready to accept 
applications,  allowing  hams  to  supply  the  data  from 
traditional paper QSLs in a digital form to apply for a new 
DXCC  award  or  endorsement.  Submitting  a  DXCC 
application using  Online DXCC is easier than making a 
paper application, saving both time and money.
  On and after April 2, 2012, here is how the DXCC fee 
system will  change: No more hybrid applications.  Each 
DXCC application -- be it paper QSLs, LoTW or Online 
DXCC -- will be considered a separate application with 
separate  application  fees.  There  are  no  limits  on  the 
number of applications that can be submitted. There will 
be no more surcharges added to the second or subsequent 
applications.
   A  traditional,  paper  QSL application  will  have  an 
application fee of $15 for ARRL members, and $25 for 
non-members.  These  applications  will  be  allowed  to 
include up to 101 QSOs. Additional QSOs in this sort of 
application will continue to cost 15 cents each.
  A DXCC application submitted using LoTW will have 
an application fee of $5 for ARRL members and $10 for 
non-members. There are no limits on the number of QSOs 
that can be included as part of a LoTW application. Each 
QSO used in LoTW for an award will cost 12 cents, down 
from a minimum of 15 cents in 2011. We will no longer 
sell LoTW “credits” in bulk. If you have credits stored, 
you will  still be able to use them. DXCC staff will not 
mail any paperwork for LoTW applications (credit matrix 
or  application  summary),  as  all  application  information 
will be available online in the  LoTW User account.
   An Online DXCC Application will have an application 
fee  of  $7.50  for  ARRL members  and  $12.50  for  non-
members and will be allowed to include up to 101 QSOs. 
Additional  QSOs will  cost  8  cents.  This  application  is 
primarily intended to be used in  conjunction with field 
checkers, but can be used by applicants who do not have 
access to a card checker and are willing to ship cards to 
ARRL HQ.
  Certificates will still cost $14 delivered in the USA, and 
$16.50 delivered outside the USA. Pins will continue to 
cost $7 delivered anywhere. The fee for an initial DXCC 
award will now be the same as for any DXCC application.
  The  free  DXCC  Yearbook  that  was  sent  to  ARRL 
members will now be made available electronically, and it 

will appear in an edition of Digital QST. For those who 
want a League-printed Yearbook, it will still be available 
at a modest cost.  
  Using the Online DXCC Application, the user can select 
the cards that he or she would like to have checked by a 
card checker or the ARRL, and, at his or her convenience, 
type  that  data  into  a  form  (which  can  be  saved  and 
retrieved  at  any  time  until  submitted)  and  make  an 
application for DXCC whenever the list is complete.
    The Online DXCC system will save the entered QSL 
card and application information for future access. You 
may enter  information  from your  QSLs as  you  receive 
them and then submit your cards for checking when you 
are ready to apply for  a DXCC award or endorsement. 
Cards no longer need to be in band or mode order. Keep 
in mind that QSL cards will still need to be checked if you 
use the Online  DXCC Application,  either  by a  DXCC 
Card Checker or sent to    ARRL HQ for checking.
   When the application is finished, the participant will be 
able to print the list of cards and take the list and the cards 
(in the same order that they are entered into the form) to a 
card checker or send  the set  of cards and the list to the 
ARRL. Once submitted, DXCC staff can access the file 
submitted by the client, quickly make any changes noted 
by the card checker and process the application. Making a 
DXCC submission using Online DXCC will speed up the 
processing of an application because the information on 
the  DXCC  Award  Application  and  the  DXCC  Record 
Sheet  does  not  have  to  be  manually  entered  into  the 
DXCC system by ARRL HQ staff. The more applicants 
who use this system means there is a smaller backlog of 
applications  and  a  faster  turnaround  for  all  DXCC 
program participants.   
   The Online DXCC system will save the entered QSL 
card and application information for future access. You 
may enter  information  from your  QSLs as  you  receive 
them and then submit your cards for checking when you 
are ready to apply for  a DXCC award or endorsement. 
Cards no longer need to be in band or mode order. Keep 
in mind that QSL cards will still need to be checked if you 
use the Online  DXCC Application,  either  by a  DXCC 
Card Checker or sent to ARRL HQ for checking.
   With a US call sign -- you must be an ARRL member. If 
you  are  not  yet  a  member,  you  can  create  an  Online 
DXCC  account,  begin  entering  your  QSL  card 
information right now and then join the ARRL when you 
are ready to submit your application. 
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TAPR “HERMES”  SDR KIT...
                       3/19/2012 ARRL page
  Tucson Amateur Packet Radio (TAPR) announced the 
opening  of  the  “interest  list”  for  the  openHPSDR 
Hermes  single-board  Software  Defined  Radio.  The 
Hermes interest list is used by TAPR to determine the 
number  of  Hermes  boards  to  manufacture  in  the 
pending initial production run this spring.
  Hermes is a long-awaited addition to the openHPSDR 
project lineup, advancing through four prototypes while 
evolving  from  a  USB-based  to  an  Ethernet-based 
transceiver  in  about  two  years.  Hermes  is  a  Direct-
Down  Conversion  receiver,  a  Direct-Up-Conversion 
500 mW transmitter and a gigabit Ethernet interface all 
on one board. Also on board is  an RF-quiet  switch-
mode power supply, which allows Hermes to run from 
a single 13.8 Vdc source.
  More information can be found on the Hermes Wiki. 
Amateurs can add their names to the interest list here 
(look  under  the  Projects  –  TAPR-HPSDR  tab  after 
logging in).

ARRL DIGITAL QST...
   The ARRL is excited to announce two new ARRL 
membership benefits  that  will  be introduced in  June 
2012. In addition to the print copy of QST, all members 
will have access to an online, digital edition of QST at 
no extra cost.  You will  be able to access QST from 
anywhere--on  nearly  any  computer,  laptop,  mobile 
device, smartphone and tablet (including Apple iPad, 
iPhone,  and  devices  using  the  Android  operating 
system).
   Also in June, members will gain access to archived 
issues  of  QST  from December  1915  to  the  present 
(previously, only issues through 2007 were available to 
members).  If  you  are  familiar  with  the  current 
periodicals archive (which serves images of pages), that 
platform will be expanded to include all of QST from 
December  1915  through  December  2011.  A  second, 
new archive  will  be  introduced for  issues  beginning 
January  2012,  featuring  enhanced  functionality 
including full-text search.
  Be  Prepared!  Members  must  have  a  valid  ARRL 
website  login to  access the current  digital  edition of 
QST  and  archived  editions.  We  are  e-mailing 
information to help you log in to the ARRL website 
prior to launch. You will have instant access to QST at 
the moment of publication.

FLDIGI...
  Fldigi  is a computer program intended for Amateur 
Radio Digital  Modes operation using a PC (Personal 
Computer).  Fldigi operates  (as  does  most  similar 
software) in conjunction with a conventional HF SSB 
radio transceiver, and uses the PC sound card as the 
main means of input from the radio, and output to the 
radio. These are audio-frequency signals. The software 
also controls the radio by means of another connection, 
typically a serial port.
   Fldigi is multi-mode, which means that it is able to 
operate many popular digital modes without switching 
programs,  so  you  only  have  one  program to  learn. 
Fldigi  includes  all  the  popular  modes,  such  as 
DominoEX, MFSK16, PSK31, and RTTY.
  Unusually,  Fldigi is available for multiple computer 
operating  systems;  FreeBSD,  Linux,  OS-X  for  Mac, 
and Windows.
--------
  A URL for watching a YouTube video of  Fldigi   in 
action is:

         < http://www.youtube.com/watch  ?  
=A_gFWrjaM6Y&feature=related  >

Technical Web Site of the Week...
                  (from the ARRL)
    Al AB2ZY reports success in using Scheme-It, a new 
web-based schematic capture tool hosted by Digi-Key. 
The tool also compiles a Bill of Materials (BOM) and 
the results are shareable across the web. As the article 
points out, this will probably save a few napkins and 
tablecloths - since the service can be accessed by a web 
browser  wherever  you  are,  including a  restaurant  or 
coffeehouse!

=    =     =     =    =    =
  N6SS reports  how he  discourages  nibbling  of  his 
"Beverage  On  Ground  (BOG)"  wires  by  the  local 
rodentia:  "BOGs  here  are  made  from #14  stranded 
insulated house wire...before rolling (them) out at the 
start of each low band season the reel is submerged for 
a week in a tub of diesel fuel mixed with a bag of chili 
powder. This procedure renders the wire far less tasty 
to Arizona critters. In 15 years not a single 'chew thru' 
has occurred."

April -  May  2012                                               5                             Volume XLVII,   Number 3
                                                         West Park Radiops LOG



PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----
A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION,   FAIRVIEW PARK,  OHIO.

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC meets  the  FIRST  and  THIRD  Friday evenings each month at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 28081 Lorain Road, North Olmsted, OH  (across from North Olmsted Park)  at 8 PM  sharp.

Dues  $12/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings.
We operate Monday night nets on 28450 kHz and 147.36 MHz Mondays at 9:00 p.m. local time.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net

W8VM


