
 

WEST  PARK  NETS *

During the Covid crisis we have held extra Friday night  8 p.m.  2m nets. Our 
Monday and Friday night nets are on the NODXA’s 147.36+ (107.2 PL) repeater at 8
p.m.  Listen or check in.  Join the fun.  We thank the Northern Ohio DX 
Association for the use of their repeater, 147.36+ (107.2) 

These substitutes for actual on site first and third Friday meeting nights at TRI_C,
along with regular Monday nets, are:

Jun   3,6,13,17,20,24,27  -   2M NET*
Jun   10*              -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*
July  1, 4, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29 - 2M NET*
July  8*            -   MEETING ON ZOOM  7:30 p.m.*

But when TRI-C opens up we plan to get back to on-site meetings. Thus the nets 
and Zoom meetings listed above may suddenly change.

UPCOMING CONTESTS...
         (sourced from WA7BNM and ARRL information)

Jun 4  ARRL Inter. Digital Contest
Jun 11  ARRL June VHF Contest
Jun 18  Stew Perry Topband Challenge (Summer)
Jun     25         ARRL FIELD DAY
Jul 2  Original QRP Contest
Jul 9  IARU HF World Championship
Jul 16  CQ Worldwide VHF Contest
Jul 23  YOTA Contest
Jul      30         Feld Hell Sprint

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

*Subject to change
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WEST PARK RADIOPS PROGRAMS FOR 2022

(May 13 Tom Sly WB8LCD completed)

June 10  Logging Programs  KC8FOS

July 8   Picnic in Mastic Woods

August 12   Bonding and Grounding

September 9  Parks On The Air

October 14  FT8 demonstration

November 11  Veterans Day

December 9 Christmas Party if we can work it

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

George Lewis, W9KQU

My name is George Lewis, and I was a member of the West Park Radiops in the mid-
50’s. I was in the process of doing some cleaning of my files and I found some old 
rosters from 1957 and 1959. In doing a search, I see the club still exists and
apparently uses the call for the club as W8VM. I have a QSL card from Ray Deemer, 
W8VM.  He lived near me, and I remember him giving me encouragement as a Novice 
in upgrading my license. I also found many QSL cards, a few award certificates from
the club for Field Days in 1957 and 1958, a mental West Park Radiops name tag as well
as other ham memories. I was W8GQX when I was in Cleveland. I moved to Indiana in 
1966 and became W9KQU. Glad to see the club still exists.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Richard Herrick, K8WWN

I was looking at QST and contemplating Field Day later this month.  I’m in Charlotte, NC
now for 15 years, but I was an early member of the West Park Radiops.  I decided to 
see if you were still around, and of course, you are. I was a CW participant over-night at 
two FDs in the early 60’s as I was licensed KN8WWN in December, 1960.  Yep a long 
time ago.  I’d ride my bike to the meeting location on Lorain road as I wasn’t old enough 
to drive.  One of the other young fellows I knew from Lakewood, OH, had put a 6M 
HealthKit “lunchbox” on his bike, and operated “bike mobile.”

I doubt anyone would remember my call after all these years, but I’m glad to see you're 
still around and progressing. I see am on the Clubs All Time list.

I must say that establishing this conversation brought back a flood of memories around 
my early ham radio days.  I guess if I were to speak to the club at some point, I’d just 
sound like every other Old Timer reflecting on a long-gone past and “how we used to do 
things!”



Regarding club membership, I’m sure I went to enough meetings to be somewhat 
regular, but I can’t honestly say that I paid dues to be a member.  I had little or no 
money in those days. Perhaps they just let “the kid” attend without any hassles.  My call 
has not changed all these years got my General fairly soon after novice, so I’m sure that
when I operated, I was “legal.”  That was before “incentive licensing” when the FCC took
away privileges to incentivize you win them back.  I stopped at Advanced.  Then, you 
had to pass 20 WPM for Advanced and Extra.  I passed the code, but failed that 
technical.  And I graduated in Electrical Engineering from Ohio State!!  Of course, a lot 
of the Extra exam stuff is about things like rules, propagation, etc.  Anyway, here
I am.

A brief list of memories; 
First toy for a radio was a cats-wisker crystal set.  Connected the antenna to my 
bedsprings for better reception. First real receiver I built was around 1957 or 1958 when 
I was 12.  Layette “Transworld” I think. Kit.  Tubes.  Hot chassis.  Didn’t work very well.  
Could get 110v “tickle” on the tuning knob setscrew.  Also built on a piece of wood a 
transistor radio using the “new” Raytheon CK721 and CK722 units.  One PNP and the 
other NPN.  I had an older sister who was born spina bifida.  She had many talents in 
spite of her handicap including being an accomplished pianist.  She died at age 19 from 
kidney disease. No dialysis in those days.  Dianne helped me learn the code by calling 
out the letters and I reporting back the dots and dashes.  I had no oscillator.

Had the novice test in a hotel in downtown Cleveland.  Took the bus to get there.  Many 
people at conference tables.  Examiner played a recording of sentences at 5WPM.  You 
wrote it down and had to have a full minute of perfect copy.  I recall they were able to 
score the successful guys pretty quickly.  Then you waited and waited and waited for 
your license to come in the mail.  It did in late December, 1960.  My mother and Dianne 
greeted me at the door when I returned from school:  “You’re KN8WWN!!”

I had some borrowed rigs, but I did get an old SX99 from Pioneer Electronics on the 
East Side.  I still have it.  My first Elmer was K8IIO.  He was my first CW contact and 
was in the Cleveland area.  He is also on your List and likely was responsible for my 
hearing about the Radiops.  I think he also loaned my the CW rig.  I don’t remember 
what it was. All I had was a wire hanging out from my upstairs window to a tree in the 
rear.  No tuner. Had know idea about SWR.  Eventually, my dad helped me put up a 
Gotham V80 vertical on the side of the chimney.  It had taps for the coil, but I had to just
set it and forget it. Too high to reach.

I built my first 200W, 6146, 813 transmitter from a description in a 1945 ARRL 
Handbook. Parts list and pictures was all I had.  My dad was a tool and die maker at one
time, so I grew up with hand tools.  In those days, you got your catalogues in the mail, 
poured over all the parts, wrote down the order in their order form, and sent it in the 
mail.  Just as with getting the license, you waited and waited .. weeks, even months.  
Then a UPS truck appeared with a box for me!  I opened it up, and only most of the 
parts were there.  The rest were back-ordered until who knows when?  Ugh.  I also got 
parts at an electronics surplus store on Prospect. I built this including a very dangerous 
power supply with mercury vapor rectifier tubes while I was just 16.  Set the power 
supply sections to come on with a foot switch.  I made many CW contacts around the 
world with my first real DX being ZS1A in S. Africa.  Still have the transmitter and power 
supply but would not dare plug it in!!!

I also made my own SWR meter, an antenna tuner, and a “Q Multiplier."  Things must 
have really been well tuned.  A light in the hallway would flicker when I keyed the 
transmitter, and I know I caused TVI for my crusty neighbor behind me.  He wasn’t very 
nice, but he had no idea why his TV was acting up.  I’d see that I was causing issues on 
his picture.  He’d get up to adjust the set, and just as he got to the TV, I stopped keying. 
He’d look at the TV in confusion, return to his chair, and you know what I did! Messed 



with him again! There.  That’s enough nostalgia for now.  Perhaps the next time I’ll 
mention 6M legend K8MMM in Novelty, OH.

Have a blessed day.  Perhaps some OM will have a vague memory of me scarfing down
donuts after the meeting.

Dick Herrick, BEE, PE

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

NO HONOR ROLL FOR RECENT HAMS...

Newly licensed radio amateurs, in order to pass their license exams, will have learned 
the major concepts of using radios to contact other local and remote amateur radio 
operators. Remote contacts on the HF bands are often contacts with hans in
other countries and entities such as islands. As the ARRL defines it, DXCC is Amateur 
Radio's premier award that hams can earn by confirming on the air contacts with 100
countries. You can begin with the basic DXCC award and work your way up to
the DXCC Honor Roll. Most of the contacts will occur on the HF bands via ionospheric 
propagation of radio waves (aka radio waves "reflecting" off the various layers of the 
upper atmosphere due to charged particles in those atmospheric leyers.

Over the course of history of the last 120 years or so it has been possible to contact 
radio amateurs in countries that no longer exist because border conflicts and other 
political causes have caused smaller countries to be absorbed into large
countries. For instance, have you heard of French India, with the call sign prefix FN? 
That entity is one of 54 that nolonger exist. But here in 2022 there are 340 entities 
currently defined in the DXCC list, with a major number of entities
based on countries defined by United Nations agreements, sections of continents, and 
some island entities that are "owned" by countries but which are 200 miles or more off in
the oceans from any country. To be on the DXCC Honor Roll, you have to
have worked (contacted a station on) at least 330 of those 340 current entties. (And you
have to have those contacts registered with the ARRL.)

All of this writeup is getting to a point.  There have been 12 entities where no radio 
amateurs have legally operated in the last 10 years.  Therefore, radio amateurs around 
the world who have only been licensed for ten years or less have no way of being 
eligible for a DXCC Honor Roll award. Also there is a trend now for some entities to be 
reserved by their owning countries as locations for natural wildlife use so no one is 
allowed to go there and contaminate the environment. Those locations are likely to be 
off limits for amateur radio operations for the remainder of our lives anyway.  Of course,
a few countries, such as North Korea and Turkmenistan, have autocratic governments 
that do not authorize amateur radio operation within their borders. How long those 
countries will be isolated from amateur radio operations is anybody's guess and likely be
a long time.  One entity, Scarborough Reef, consists of a few "rocks" sticking out of the 
ocean, and there is often debate about whether that area should continue to be listed in 
the DXCC list. See https://www.dxzone.com/bs7-scarborough-reef-dx-pedition/  to 
understand why there's a debate about whether the entity is even a valid island.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



STILL HASN'T HAPPENED YET...

(This was found when I was wondering about rumors that Kenwood would not be at Dayton 
2022.  de AF8C)

https://forums.radioreference.com/threads/kenwood-getting-out-of-amateur-radio-rumor.425321/

April 22, 2021

End of the world : Still hasn't happened yet
Affordable housing : Still hasn't happened yet
Kenwood getting out of ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
FT8 is killing ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
No code techs are killing ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
Sideband will kill ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
FM Repeaters will kill ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
I am going to lose weight : Still hasn't happened yet
Paperless FCC licenses will kill ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet
SDR based radios will kill ham radio : Still hasn't happened yet

You get the idea.
 
Like  Haha 
Reactions: WA8NPR, El_Kabong, ecarlson8 and 17 others 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

DIGITAL WIRELESS MODES....

Source:  WIKIPEDIA(R)
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 3.0; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms
of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

Zigbee is an IEEE 802.15.4-based specification for a suite of high-level communication 
protocols used to create personal area networks with small, low-power digital radios, such as for 
home automation, medical device data collection, and other low-power low-bandwidth needs, 
designed for small scale projects which need wireless connection. Hence, Zigbee is a low-power,
low data rate, and close proximity (i.e., personal area) wireless ad hoc network.

The technology defined by the Zigbee specification is intended to be simpler and less expensive 
than other wireless personal area networks (WPANs), such as Bluetooth or more general wireless
networking such as Wi-Fi. Applications include wireless light switches, home energy monitors, 
traffic management systems, and other consumer and industrial equipment that requires short-
range low-rate wireless data transfer.

Its low power consumption limits transmission distances to 10–100 meters line-of-sight, 
depending on power output and environmental characteristics. Zigbee devices can transmit data 
over long distances by passing data through a mesh network of intermediate devices to reach 
more distant ones. Zigbee is typically used in low data rate applications that require long battery 
life and secure networking. (Zigbee networks are secured by 128 bit symmetric encryption keys.)
Zigbee has a defined rate of 250 kbit/s, best suited for intermittent data transmissions from a 
sensor or input device.

Zigbee is a low-cost, low-power, wireless mesh network standard targeted at battery-powered 
devices in wireless control and monitoring applications. Zigbee delivers low- latency 
communication. Zigbee chips are typically integrated with radios and with microcontrollers. 
Zigbee operates in the industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) radio bands: 2.4 GHz in most 
jurisdictions worldwide; though some devices also use 784 MHz in China, 868 MHz in Europe 
and 915 MHz in the US and Australia, however even those regions and countries still use 2.4 

https://forums.radioreference.com/threads/kenwood-getting-out-of-amateur-radio-rumor.425321/


GHz for most commercial Zigbee devices for home use. Data rates vary from 20 kbit/s (868 
MHz band) to 250 kbit/s (2.4 GHz band).

-----

Wi-Fi or WiFi is a family of wireless network protocols, based on the IEEE 802.11 family of 
standards,  which are commonly used for local area networking of devices and Internet access, 
allowing nearby digital devices to exchange data by radio waves. These are the most widely used
computer networks in the world, used globally in home and small office networks to link desktop
and laptop computers, tablet computers, smartphones, smart TVs, printers, and smart speakers 
together and to a wireless router to connect them to the Internet, and in wireless access points in 
public places like coffee shops, hotels, libraries and airports to provide the public Internet access 
for mobile devices.

Wi-Fi is a trademark of the non-profit Wi-Fi Alliance, which restricts the use of the term Wi-Fi 
Certified to products that successfully complete interoperability certification testing. As of 2017, 
the Wi-Fi Alliance consisted of more than 800 companies from around the world. As of 2019, 
over 3.05 billion Wi-Fi enabled devices are shipped globally each year.

Wi-Fi uses multiple parts of the IEEE 802 protocol family and is designed to interwork 
seamlessly with its wired sibling, Ethernet. Compatible devices can network through wireless 
access points to each other as well as to wired devices and the Internet. The different versions of 
Wi-Fi are specified by various IEEE 802.11 protocol standards, with the different radio 
technologies determining radio bands, and the maximum ranges, and speeds that may be 
achieved. Wi-Fi most commonly uses the 2.4 gigahertz (120 mm) UHF and 5 gigahertz (60 mm) 
SHF radio bands; these bands are subdivided into multiple channels. Channels can be shared 
between networks but only one transmitter can locally transmit on a channel at any moment in 
time.

-------------

Bluetooth is a short-range wireless technology standard that is used for exchanging data between
fixed and mobile devices over short distances using UHF radio waves in the ISM bands, from 
2.402 GHz to 2.48 GHz, and building personal area networks (PANs). It is mainly used as an 
alternative to wire connections, to exchange files between nearby portable devices and connect 
cell phones and music players with wireless headphones. In the most widely used mode, 
transmission power is limited to 2.5 milliwatts, giving it a very short range of up to 10 metres 
(33 ft). Bluetooth is managed by the Bluetooth Special Interest Group (SIG), which has more 
than 35,000 member companies in the areas of telecommunication, computing, networking, and
consumer electronics. The IEEE standardized Bluetooth as IEEE 802.15.1, but no longer 
maintains the standard.

BLUETOOTH GOTCHA'S IN CAR WITH HEARING AIDS...
     de AF8C

From my experience, a "Bluetooth connection" is a link between only two devices. The 
operation of two devices linking up is called "pairing" and uses a 4-digit number as the 
"address". If you have three or more devices within range of each other all competing for
attention, problems may occur. I have hearing aids which can receive Bluetooth audio 
from smartphones with special apps suppplied by the hearing aid company. However, 
the special connection required is not compatible with more standard Bluetooth pairing.

Therefore the special pairing is not compatible with the Bluetooth-anabled dashboard "in
car dialing". Nor  is it compatible with smartphone GPS map software. That special 
connection in our vehicle will cause the standard vehicle Bluetooth telephone access 
through the dashboard display to fail.



It also will cause issues with smartphone GPS apps such as Google Maps which can 
suddenly fail communicating  while you are driving in a vehicle with Bluetooth hearing 
aids and dashboard telephone dialing both turned on.  Because three or more devices 
cannot pair at the same time, even if the hearing aid app is intentionally unpaired, one 
night in 2021 on a dark and rainy road the app just quit and left me essentially lost.

According to Apple Corporation, Apple Airpads operate on Bluetooth. They can be used 
with smartphone apps to just amplify sound, so you can pretend you are listening to 
music or podcasts while actually using them as inexpensive hearing aids.

MY PERSONAL USE OF WIFI...
    de AF8C

Besides the usual computer networking in the Qth,  I have, via WIFI, a digital HDMI 
television link from one floor to another in my home, saving having to drill holes in the 
floor to pass a hardline HDMI cable to the shack.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

PARKS ON THE AIR...

POTA Code of Conduct:

To take part in Parks on the Air program, one must register on the parksontheair.com website.  
Parks on the Air, Inc. reserves the right to remove all access, and/or data, if one does not adhere 
to our Code of Conduct. The decision of  the Administration Team/President will be final.

Do NOT break the Code of Conduct.  This applies to abuse, discourtesy, anything derogatory.

Do not use offensive or derogatory call signs.  Call signs must be legal.  (This means for 1x1 call
signs in the U.S., you will need to make prior registration with the 1x1 Call Sign registrar.

Please keep posts on topic in the Parks on the Air Facebook/Slack groups. 

Parks on the Air (POTA) Rules include  (abridged) .  See their web site for complete details.

The activator and all the equipment you use must be within the perimeters of the park, and on 
public property.  The park must be  OPEN.  You must have permission from the administration 
to be there. A park is “open” when the public has civil and legal access to the public lands.  as 
defined by the park boundary map. Use the map on the POTA site in combination with Google 
Maps, and official park sites to find the official boundaries. If the park is part of a trail system or 
river, you need to be within 100 feet of  the trail or river. You may never trespass on private 
property. You are taking part in this program at your own risk to following the proper law, and
injury/death. The hunter can contact the activator from home or any other property..Activators 
should be comfortable with running pile-ups and proper logging. Separate log files must be 
submitted for each of the references  being activated. You must make a minimum of 10 QSOs for
your activity to count toward a POTA activation. This must be done within the same day in Zulu 
Time 00:00 – 23:59. For hunters and activators to gain credit though, the activator MUST send 
the log in. One log per park please. Land repeaters are NOT allowed, but satellite contacts, and 
all other types are permitted. 

POTA is operated by a small group of volunteers with limited resources, so there is a limited 
capacity to add new parks. POTA applies the following  qualification rules for adding new parks
All new parks must be owned and operated by a State/Provincial or Federal/National agency. 

This group was inspired by the outstanding work of Sean Kutzko (KX9X) and Norm Fusaro 
(W3IZ) from the American Radio  Relay League (ARRL) in 2016



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

THE DX SCENE
       (Courtesy of the NG3K website
        and KB8NW’s OPDX Bulletin)

Call, Start Date,, End Date, DXCC Entity
V5,2022 May01,2022 Jun15,Namibia
TO2AZ,2022 May27,2022 Jun10,Guadeloupe
JD1BOW,2022 May27,2022 Jun19,Ogasawara
9X2AW,2022 Jun01,2022 Jun22,Rwanda
TR8CR,2022 Jun01,2022 Jul31,Gabon
J68,2022 Jun04,2022 Jun24,St Lucia
V31JX,2022 Jun05,2022 Jun10,Belize
ZC4RH,2022 Jun05,2022 Jun15,Cyprus SBA
JW5E,2022 Jun09,2022 Jun12,Svalbard
JD1BLY,2022 Jun11,2022 Jun14,Ogasawara
S9EFW,2022 Jun14,2022 Jun19,Sao Tome & Principe
Z21RU,2022 Jun17,2022 Jun29,Zimbabwe
JD1BMH,2022 Jun18,2022 Jun26,Ogasawara
JX,2022 Jun22,2022 Jun27,Jan Mayen
JD1AJD,2022 Jun24,2022 Jul02,Ogasawara
OJ0,2022 Jun26,2022 Jul06,Market Reef
OX3LX,2022 Jun27,2022 Jul11,Greenland
HB0,2022 Jun28,2022 Jul05,Liechtenstein
FP,2022 Jun28,2022 Jul12,St Pierre & Miquelon
JD,2022 Jun30,2022 Jul08,Ogasawara
ZY0FUN,2022 Jul01,2022 Jul05,Fernando de Noronha
V5,2022 Jul01,2022 Jul12,Namibia
YN2RP,2022 Jul04,2022 Aug04,Nicaragua
V47JA,2022 Jul12,2022 Jul28,St Kitts & Nevis
FS,2022 Jul13,2022 Jul20,St Martin
3B9,2022 Aug05,2022 Aug09,Rodrigues Is
S79,2022 Aug09,2022 Aug23,Seychelles
JW,2022 Aug10,2022 Aug16,Svalbard
A35JP,2022 Aug24,2022 Sep24,Tonga
ZL7,2022 Sep09,2022 Sep21,Chatham Is
5K0T,2022 Sep16,2022 Sep28,San Andres & Providencia
D60AE,2022 Oct05,2022 Oct17,Comoros
TY0RU,2022 Oct10,2022 Oct25,Benin
V3E,2022 Oct21,2022 Oct23,Belize
PJ5,2022 Oct25,2022 Nov04,Saba & Sint Eustatius
VK9CM,2022 Oct26,2022 Nov03,Cocos Keeling
J28MD,2022 Oct29,2022 Nov07,Djibouti
FO,2022 Nov01,2022 Nov09,Austral Is
TL8AA,2022 Nov01,2022 Nov30,Central African Rep
7P8CW,2022 Nov02,2022 Nov07,Lesotho
TO9W,2022 Nov30,2022 Dec09,St Martin
FT8/c,2022 Dec15,2022 Dec31,Crozet
VP2MDX,2023 Jan02,2023 Jan31,Montserrat
3Y0J,2023 Jan23,2023 Feb28,Bouvet Is

20  22 ELECTED   CLUB    
OFFICERS

President
Glenn Williams            AF8C
(440)  934-5566
Vice President
Karl  Beckman            WA8NVW
(440)  234-4839
Secretary
Open                   

Treasurer
Ann Wadsworth          KA8ZEP

Fifth Board Member
Stephen Kinford         N8WB
(216) 702-8384

COMMITTEES

FIELD EVENTS
COMMITTEE - OPEN

Safety Officer
OPEN

License Trustee
N8WB

ARRL VE’S
AF8C, N8CX, N8WB, W8MET, KC8FOS

ARTICLES SUBMITTED
--

ANTENNA GURU
W8PN

NET MANAGER 
W8WLI

CONTESTS, SATELLITES
N8WS and  N8WB

PROPERTY CUSTODIAN
N8WS

8TH AREA BUREAU LETTER MGR. AF8C  
(8V)

PROGRAMS
KC8FOS and AF8C

EDITOR, WEBMASTER
AF8C

LABELS DATABASE
N8CX



PUBLISHED   BI-MONTHLY
     BY    WEST   PARK   RADIOPS   AMATEUR  RADIO  CLUB,  INC.   ----

A    NON-PROFIT   SCIENTIFIC   AND   EDUCATIONAL   CORPORATION   

MEETINGS:  WEST  PARK RADIOPS  ARC will  resume meeting each month at
Cuyahoga Community College West Campus in the Public Safety Training Center,

11000 Pleasant Valley Dr. at 7:30 PM  sharp.
But our on-site meetings have been suspended during Covid-19 protocols.

Therefore we meet on Zoom once a month.
Dues  $15/yr.  We welcome anyone interested in amateur radio to our meetings. We

operate Monday and Friday night nets on 147.36+ (107.2 Hz) MHz at 8:00 p.m. Eastern.

http://www.westparkradiops.org
mailto:w8vm<at>arrl.net
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